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CITY OF BOSTON. 



ly Board of Aldermen, July 17, 1882. 

Ordered^ That an account of the proceedings attending the re-dedication 
of the Old State House be prepared by the Clerk of Committees, under 
the direction of the Committee on Printing, and that fifteen hundred 
copies thereof be printed ; the expense to be charged to the appropriation 
for Printing. 

Passed in Common Council. Came up for concurrence. Read and 
concurred. Approved by the Mayor, July 18, 1882. 
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PRELIMINARY NOTE. 



PRELIMINARY NOTE. 



The restoration of the Old State House is an event of which 
every Bostonian may well be proud. The history of the 
])uilding is so indissolubly connected with the most stirring 
events in the annals of the city, and of the nation also, that it 
is a source of peculiar giiitification to know that the ancient 
edifice has l)ccn saved from destruction, and will be handed 
down to future *>:cnerations in a fonu sul)stantiallv the same 
as it presented when within its venerable walls "the child 
Independence was born." 

The building narrowly escaped destruction in 1876. In 
tliat year the leases expired and an effort was made to remove 
it, on the ground that it was an obstruction to the extension 
of Devonshire street. The subject was vigorously discussed 
in both branches of the City Council, and resulted in a com- 
promise, by which the portico on the easterly end, built in 
1830, was removed, and the space that it occupied thrown 
into the street. The building was then re-leased for a term 
of five years. 

At the termination of the leases in 1881, the (juestion arose 
as to whether the building should be again leased, or whether 
it should be restored to its original condition and preserved 
for public purposes.^ The latter view prevailed, and the 
result is commemorated in the following pages. 

1 For i*cport of lleanof^s, see City Document 71B, 1881. 
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The history of the Old State House is so completely related 
in Mr. Whitmore's oration tlip*^ any further elaboration of 
the suljject appears superfluous ; but, inasmuch as attempts 
have been made to throw discredit upon the claims of the 
building to be a genuine relic of revolutionary and pre- 
revolutionary times, a few words on that point may not be out 
of j)lace. 

Throughout all the changes that have taken place the Old 
State House has preserved its original form more closely 
than any other of the historic buildings of the country. The 
alterations that have ]>een made from time to time were such 
as did not aflect the construction of the building to any great 
extent, and the material in it to-day is mostly that which was 
put in place by the original buildei's. The work of restora- 
tion consisted mainly of removing the additions that were 
made when the ])iiilding was fitted uj) for mercantile uses. 
The new work placed in the building consisted principally of 
interior finish, such as would naturally require renewal in 
course of tune from the wear and tear incidental to buildin«:s 
used for pulilic purjx)ses. 

For the puqx)se of more fully illustrating this fact it has 
been thought dosira])lc to pix>sent several reproductions of 
old lu'ints which show the api)earance of the building at 
difleixMit times, and j)rove that the exterior form of the old 
buildin«r has not been materiallv chan<red. 

The fiist view is that <riven in Paul Revei*e's enirraviiiir of the 
Boston massjiciw made about 1770. This is the earliest view 
extant, and is j^sii-ticularly inteivsting fmm the fact that it is 
the only one which shows the lion and the uniconi. The view 
of 1785 is taken from the ii>verof the "Boston Mairazine" for 
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July of that year, and shows a flight of steps leading to the 
east door, and the remo.^l of the lion and unicorn. The 
fact that an engraving of the building was chosen to embellish 
the title-page of a popular magazine would seem to show 
that it was considered of considerable importance at that 
time. 

The view of 1801 is an engraving made for the "Memorial 
History of Boston" from a painting by J. B. Marston, in the 
possession of the Historical Society. The view of 1821, from 
Hales' survey, shows the first extensive alteration. The 
steps had been removed and a large window substituted for 
the door under the balcony. 

The view of 1826, from Snow's historv, shows that a 
clock had been substituted for a sun-dial. Chimneys also 
appear for the first time. They were probably built when 
the upper portion of the building was leased to the Masonic 
order. The view from Snow's geography, of 1830, shows 
the alterations made when the building was fitted up for 
municipal purposes. The upper balcony was extended across 
the building, and was supported by eight heavy columns, 
arranged in pairs, and resting upon a lower balcony. This 
view is the only one which shows the town pump, which 
is still remembered by many of our older citizens. 

Salmon's picture of the fire in 1832, and the view ft'om 
Bowen's volume of 1838, both show the building un- 
changed. 

The view made by Loriug, in 1876, shows the addition of a 
Mansard roof, and gives a correct idea of the ])uilding jis it 
appeared when given over completely to business pur|K)ses. 
Shortly after this sketch was made the balconies on the 
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easterly end were removed in order to widen the street, and 
the building then appeared as shown in the view made in 
1880. 

Turning now to the Washington-street end, the earliest 
view is that of 1789, taken from the "Polyanthus." This 
print shows a temporary balcony, erected for the accommoda- 
tion of General Washington w^hen he reviewed the procession 
in honor of his visit to Boston. It shows, also, the triumphal 
arch, which was thrown across Washington street. In this 
connection a copy of the progi*amme of the procession is 
given, slightly reduced in size, from the original now in 
possession of the Public Li])rary. 

The views of 1791 and of 1795, both from the "Massachu- 
setts Magazine," show no alteration in the building. 

The drawing made by Hunt, and lithographed by Pendle- 
ton, in 1835, shows a balcony supported by heavy columns, 
and corresponds with a view given in the Bewick Company's 
map of same date. 

A lithograph made in 1850 shows that the columns had 
been removed, and a modern store front put in. This con- 
dition remained substantially unchanged, in 1880. 

On examinin«: these views it will be seen that the original 
lines of the old building have not been altered, and that the 
exterior walls remain intact, except where the doors and 
window^s in the lower story were enlarged. 

Comparing the Old State House with other historic build- 
ings, as, for instance. Independence Hall, Philadelphia, and 
Faneuil Hall, the former has certainly the strongest claim to 
be regarded as a genuine relic. Etting's History of Inde- 
pendence Hall shows that the work of restoring that edifice 
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was attended by far greater difficulties than were met with in 
the Old State House. 

Two views of Faneuil Hall are here given. One from the 
"Massachusetts Magazine" shows the original building as it 
appeared in Revolutionary days; the other, from Snow's 
history, shows it after it was enlarged in 1808, or as it is 
to-day. A white line on the latter engraving indicates the 
outline of the old building, and shows that the historic 
Faneuil Hall was a much smaller building than the present 
one ; in fact, but a small portion of the old building remains. 
Nevertheless, no one questions the title of both Indepen- 
dence Hall and Faneuil Hall to be venerated as genuine 
relics of historic times. 
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PROCEEDINGS AT RE-DEDICATION. 



The five-years' lease of the Old State House expired July 
1, 1881. In anticipation of that event it was suggested that 
the historic interest of the building was so great that it might 
be desirable to retain the control of, at least, the upper part 
floor of the building for public uses, and to restore the whole 
edifice to the appearance it wore a century ago. The City 
Council, after considerable discussion, voted to appropriate 
the sum of thirty-five thousand dollars for repairs on the 
building, putting the charge, as usual, in the hands of the 
Committee on Public Buildings, of which Alderman William 
WooUey was chairman in 1881 and 1882. 

The work proved greater than was anticipated ; but on 
June 29, 1882, the committee was able to announce the sub- 
stantial completion of their labors (see City Doc. 100), and 
to invite the City Council to attend at the formal transfer of 
the building to His Honor the Mayor, on Tuesday, July 11. 
Accordingly, on the forenoon of that day, the following pro- 
ceedmgs took place, which are now published by. order of 
the City Council, 

The ceremonies were held in the East Hall, occupied in 
colonial times by the Governor and Council, afterwards by 
the State Senate, and from 1830 to 1840 by the Board of 
Aldermen. Poilraits of the old governors, Winthrop, 
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Endicott, Bellingham, and Burnet, were kindly loaned for 
the occasion, by direction of Hon. Robert R. Bishop, Presi- 
dent of the Senate. The Massachusetts EQstorical Society 
loaned portraits of Governors Belcher, Joseph Dudley, and 
Hutchinson. The Public Library contributed a caricature 
of Governor Grage, and engravings of Governors Pownall 
and Andros also hung upon the walls. 

In the West Hall, formerly occupied by the House of 
Representatives, and later by the Common Council, were the 
superb portraits of Samuel Adams and John Etmcock 
owned by the city, and Stuart's portrait of Josiah Quincy, 
Jr., the patriot. Other interesting pictures and engravings 
adorned the various rooms. The orator of the day delivered 
his address from the Speaker's desk used in the old House of 
Representatives, and now owned by the Massachusetts His- 
torical Society. 

Owing to the unavoidable absence of Alderman WooUey, 
chairman of the conmiittee, the assemblage was called to 
order by Alderman Hersey, who spoke as follows : — 

Mr. Mayor ^ OerUlemen of the City Council^ Ladies 
and Oentleinen: — 

You are assembled here to-day to receive the 
report of the committee to whom was assigned the 
duty of renovating and restoring the Old State 
House. The work is completed, of which you have 
the evidence before you, and I am happy to say it 
has been done within the estimates and appropria- 
tion. 
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The work of restoration has not been accom- 
plished except by much expenditure of time and 
thought in delving among old documents for evi- 
dences of what the building was in its early days ; 
and it presents to-day, both as to its exterior 
and interior, substantially the same appearance that 
it did in those early days of its history when the 
noble men, whose portraits look down upon us here, 
walked these streets, and to the gathered citizens 
within these historic walls spoke the patriotic words 
of counsel that incited them to deeds of noble daring 
in defence of national liberty, and made this coimtry 
a free republic. 

It would seem proper that, in dedicating this build- 
ing to purposes akin to those for which it was 
originally designed, we should seek the Divine favor. 
I therefore will request the Rev. Dr. Rufus Ellis, 
pastor of the First Church, to ask a blessing. It 
would seem appropriate and fitting that he, the pas- 
tor of the church which in its early days was located 
in this immediate vicinity, should thus oflSiciate. You 
will please give your attention while the Rev. Dr. 
Ellis asks a blessing. 



PRAYER BY RUFUS ELLIS, D.D. 

O God of our fathers, our dwelling-place in all 
generations, we thank Thee for our goodly heritage. 
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Not Mdthout Thee would we come together. Obedi- 
ent to Thy voice do we remember the days of old. 
It is our desire and prayer that by these renewals and 
restorations we may so strengthen the things that 
remain, and so bind together our best and most 
precious hopes, and our dearest memories, that we 
shall grow thereby in all sweet humanities, and our 
city be, indeed, as a city set upon a hill whose hght 
cannot be hid, whose light shall shine in praise and 
works that are just and merciful. 

We pray Thee that this ancient house may be for- 
ever a common possession, a common joy, and a 
common pride of all those whose homes and places 
of daily toil are centred about it, and may it be a 
memorial to them that they are citizens of no mean 
city. So may the Lord keep the city; so may its 
walls be salvation and its gates praise ; and so for the 
abimdance of righteousness and love within its bor- 
ders may all the walls that are builded by human 
hands be consecrated; and may this be to us at last, 
in the brighter and better and holier days, that city 
of our God, of which it is written, I saw no temple 
therein: and for the light that shines upon all and 
upon the house may there be nothing uncommon or 
unclean. 

We pray this prayer unto Thee in His name who 
bids us render unto CaBsar the things which are 
Caesar's and unto God the things which are God's, 



OLD STATE HOUSE RE-DEDICATION. 21 

and, in the words which He hath taught us, may we 
with one heart and one voice say unto Thee : Our 
Father which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those that 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation ; 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Aldennan Herbey. — Ladies and gentlemen, 
perhaps to one member of the city government 
more than all others is due the credit of whatever 
success has attended the restoration of this building. 
I allude to that member whose duty and pleasure it 
will be to address you on this occasion. It gives 
me great pleasure to introduce to you William 
H. Whitmore, member of the Common Council 
from Ward 12. 
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ADDEESS OF WILLIAM H. WHITMOEE. 



Fellow-members of the City Council : — 

We are gathered here to-day to re-dedicate a build- 
ing already hallowed by the patriotic contests of 
previous generations. We are to strengthen a link 
in that chain of our history which connects those who 
resisted the despotism of the Stuarts with those who 
rebelled against the misgovemment of the mother 
country, and again with those who so lately fought 
for the preservation of the unity of the nation. We 
are to remember that we are henceforth the custo- 
dians not only of Faneuil Hall and the Old South, so 
universally known at the present day, but also of 
that older and still more revered spot, which, after a 
temporary neglect and decay, is now to stand pre- 
eminent among all the buildings in the land. 

I will endeavor to set forth, with due citation of 
authorities, the claims of the Old State House to be 
the spot most intimately associated with the history 
of liberty in this Commonwealth, and the right of the 
present building to assume to be, not the representa- 
tive of departed glories, but their actual and existing 
monument, — never obliterated, never changed in any 
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essential degree, — as fit to-day as it was a century 
ago to be the glorious theatre of immoi'tal events. 
When our forefathers established this town they 
found that Nature had apparently marked this spot 
for a centre of the new settlement. A little projec- 
tion, of which our State street is the ridge, divided 
the coves lying north and south. The land reached 
then as far as Kilby street on the one side, and 
Merchants' Row on the other. On the north the 
Town Dock, now covered by Quincy Market and 
even by streets farther inland, reached to the slopes 

of Copp's Hill. On the south a cove, occupying 

* 

Liberty square and its vicinity, severed Port Hill 
from approach, except on the line of Franklin street. 
Directly in the vknge of this point the lofty height 
of Beacon Hill towered above the narrow plain, 
through which Washington street and Court street 
were to be stretched. Along the banks of these 
coves, and in the low lands between the three hills of 
Trimont, the houses of the little settlement were soon 
closely clustered. 

Here, on the site since occupied by Brazer's build- 
ing, was placed the first meeting-house, wherein 
from the beginning the townsmen met to consult 
also upon temporal affairs. 

In front of the meeting-house was a lot set apart 
for a market-place as early as 1634, and definitely 
recognized as such in the Book of Possessions in 
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1645. It was, as it now is, the land enclosed by the 
two arms of the street, and its dimensions have never 
been lessened. On the southerly side of State street 
Capt. Robert Keayne lived, on the comer of our 
Washington street, with two neighbors between him 
and the meeting-house, while Elder Leverett and 
two others owned the remaining lots. On the north 
side of State street John Cogan had built the first 
shop in Boston, on the corner of Washington street; 
and down the street were the lots of Rev. John 
Wilson and seven others. Opposite, on Washington 

street, John Leverett lived on the corner, with Rich- 

• < 

ard Parker south and west. 

Such were the first surroundings of this site,^ until, 

1 

* In Suffolk Deeds, iii., 886. are the depositions taken in July, 1660, of 
William Colbron, James Penn, and James Johnson, in regard to the sale of 
the meeting-house lot to Robert Thompson, of London, now of Boston. The 
price paid was £160 sterling. The lot is described as follows : ** being sixty 
sixe foote long abutting upon a lane that lieth betweene the same & land 
lately appertaining unto Thomas Leverett, elder of said church, deceased, but 
now belonging to Isack Addington, on the north east side ; sixty two foote 
broad abutting upon the great streete wherein the Towtie House standeth, on 
the north west side ; sixty four foote long abutting- partly upon the great 
streete aforesaid and partly upon an ally that passeth betweene the same, & 
the house & land of Henry Phillips, butcher, on the south west side : & 
being sixty foote broad abutting upon a lane that lieth between the same 
& the land lately belonging to Robert Scott, deceased, and now in the pos- 
session of his relict, on the south east side." 

Thus we learn that the lot had a street or an alley on each side. The 
north-west alley was Pudding Lane, now Devonshire street. The other 
alley- ways are still represented by Congress square. In 1708, in the list of 
streets, etc., we find : *'The way Leading from y* Exchange in King Street, 
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ill 1640, the meeting-house, ^^ being decayed and too 
small," was sold, and a new one was built on the site 
since occupied by Joy's Building. The site was in 
dispute, some wishing to put it on the Green, where 
the Old South stands. Winthrop, i., 318, writes: 
^^ Others, viz., the tradesmen especially, who dwelt 
about the market-place, desired it might stand still 
near the market, lest in time it should divert the 
chief trade from thence." In the meeting-house 

passing? by Mrs. Phillips into Water street, Pudding Lane. The way Lead- 
ing from King Street hy the Hou»e of Isaac Addington, Esq'", with y*" returne 
into Pudding Lane, llatf Square Court" In 1730, Half-square court was 
the lane **froni Maccarty'8 corner turning into Pudding Lane.*' In 1800, 
Ualf-square court was **the way round the buildings back of the Post 
Office." 

This original purchaser, Robert Thompson, was of the family ennobled as 
Barons Havershani. His son or grandson, William Thompson, of Elsham, 
county Lincoln, had a son Robert and a daughter Mary, wife of Humphrey 
Edwin, of St. Albans, county Herts. The only daughter of this last, Eliza- 
beth Edwin, married Thomas Corbett, of Darnhall, county Chester, and 
14th January, 1802, Mr. and Mrs. Corbett sold to Thomas Dawes, of Bos- 
ton (Suff. Deeds, lib. 205, f. 105), their building on State street, called 
** Boston Buildings," and also the Thompson Farm, in Chelsea. August 21, 
1820 (Suff. Deeds, lib. 312, f. 123), six of the Dawes' family sold an undi- 
vided half of a lot bequeathed to them by their grandfather, Thomas Dawes, 
to John Brazer, for ^18,857.75. Later deeds show the purchase of the 
remainder at the same rate. There is a plan recorded with the deed, snow- 
ing 2,388 feet in all, the lot having evidently been shorn of its original lines 
on Devonshire street and the corner on State street. Upon the death of 
Mr. Brazer, in 1828, this lot came to his duughter, Mrs. Sarah Brooks, who 
died in 1807, and whose children own it. It is a remarkable fact, that a 
large lot of land on State street should have remained so long in two 
families. 
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^^the general and great quarter courts are kept/' 
wrote Jjeehford in 1640. That is to say, our incip- 
ient Legislature and primitive courts of law were 
there held; as, of necessity, must have been con- 
vened all town-meetings. At that time there were 
about two hundred and fifty householders in Boston, 
representing a population of some fifteen hundred 
persons. Even in 1685 only ninety votes were cast 
in town-meeting to elect deputies. (Sewall, i., 67.) 

For more than a quarter of a century from the set- 
tlement of the town this provision was sufficient. 
But in 1656 Capt. Keayne died, and his will proved 
that for years he had been devising benefits for his 
fellow-townsmen. Keayne was one of the founders 
of the Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company. 
His controversy, in 1642, with Mrs. Sherman, about a 
stray pig, had brought the two houses of the 
magistrates and deputies to such disputes that they 
had resolved to sit in dififerent chambers. (Winthrop, 
ii., 160.) He was a merchant, and had been severely 
disciplined by the church for trying to make a profit 
on his ventures beyond the amount which the clergy 
thought proper. (Winthrop, i., 315.) We need 
not suspect Capt. Keayne of extortion, for theo- 
logians of that date had hardly escaped from the 
belief that all interest was usury and all profit a 
breach of Christian charity. Our merchant, how- 
ever, submitted to discipline, and was restored to 
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popular favor, being elected to the Legislature, 
and otherwise employed by the town. For three 
years before his death he had been writing 
with his own hand that enormous will of one hun- 
dred and fifly-eight folio pages, now preserved on 
our probate records, by which he disposed of 
some four thousand pounds, — an enonnous fortune 
in those days. Writing laboriously and care- 
fully, evidently desiring that his money should 
be wisely expended, Keayne planned various w ays 
of aidhig his fellow-townsmen. One-half of his 
estate went to his son, the other to public uses. 
Three hundred pounds w^as for the Town House; one 
hundred for the granary; filly to the free school ; fifty 
to the poor of his church; one hundred to Harvard 
College ; somewhat to the Artillery Company ; many 
legacies to relatives, friends, and servants, — a whim- 
sical, generous, pathetic will, full of a desii'e to do 
good according to the best of his light. 

But the town of Boston w^as to receive one gift 
which would endure even to this day. Three hun- 
dred pounds were to be laid out in building a conduit 
and a market-place, ^' with some convenient room or 
two for the Courts to meet in both in suumier and 
winter, and so for the Townsmen and Conunissioners 
in the same building or the like, and a convenient 
room for a library, and a gallery, or some other hand- 
some room for the elders to meet in; also a room for 
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an armory." There was to be a room for merchants, 
masters of ships, and strangers, as well as townsfolk. 
All this, with much repetition and amendment, is set 
forth in the will; and the main part endured.^ 

In February, 1656-7, the Selectmen began to take 
action respecting the legacy, and at the town-meet- 
ing in March, 1657, ^^Capt [Thomas] Savage, Mr 
[Anthony] Stoddard, Mr [Jeremy] Houchin and 
Mr Ed [ward] Hutchinson^' were chosen a committee 
" to consider of the modell of the towne house to bee 
built, as concerning the charge thereof, and the most 
convenient place; as also to take the subscriptions 
of the inhabitants to propagate such a building; and 
seasonably to make report to a publick townes 
meeting." Keayne had suggested Mr. [Thomas] 
Broughton and Mr. [John] Clarke, the chirurgeon, 
as good persons to devise a plan ; but these others 
were trusted citizens. 

Although no picture or plan of this first Town 
House has been preserved, we can get a very good 
idea of it from the papers preserved by the Massa- 
chusetts Historical Society. These documents were 
published in Mayor Wightman's address at the laying 

* See Appendix I for a copy of this will. His autograph is 
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of the corner-stone of the present City Hall, and are 
reprinted in Appendix F of this volume. 

The committee of four, perhaps, reported to the 
town-meeting, for we find that on the 31st August, 
1657, Thomas Marshall, Samuel Cole (not Cobb, as is 
printed in the address), William Paddy, Joshua 
Scottow, and Jeremy Houchin (of whom all but 
Houchin were selectmen), ^Miaving full power given 
us " to engage the town for the payment for the 
house, appointed Edward Hutchinson and John Hull 
commissioners to attend the work. These two last- 
named agreed with Thomas Joy and Bartholomew 
Bernad to erect the building for the £300 of the 
Keayne legacy, and a further sum of £100, to be 
subscribed. 

We find, also, that, as the work progressed, it 
was evident that more money would be needed, and, 
therefore, some hundred iand four patriotic citizens 
contributetl the sum of £367.11. As the final pay- 
ment was £680, evidently this list contains nearly, if 
not quite, all the donors. 

The house was to be 36 feet wide and 66 feet long, 
set upon 21 pillars 10 feet high, projecting 3 feet 
over the pillars on each side. Moreover there was a 
walk on the top, 14 or 15 feet wide, with two turrets, 
and balusters and rails round the walk. There were 
to be two pair half-paced stairs, and turned stairs up 
into the walk. We infer that there were two rooms. 
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one from each end chimney coming towards the 
centre, with a staircase at each end, and that one 
of these halls was subdivided into two rooms. Good 
floors, windows, mantle-pieces, gutters, and other 
details are specified, showing that the town intended 
to have a good building. 

Exactly when the first Town-house was completed 
and occupied does not appear by the records, though 
the contract with Joy and Bernad specifies that it was 
to be erected by June 30, 1658, and covered and 
shingled within six weeks later. 

May 19, 1658, the General Court passed the fol- 
lowing order (Rec, iv., p. 327) : — 

*' In answer to the request of the Select men of Boston, the court 
judge th it meet to allow unto Boston, for and towards the charges 
of their town house, Boston's proportion of one single country rate 
for this year ensuing, provided that sufficient rooms in the said 
house shall be forever free, for the keeping of all Courts, and also 
that the place underneath shall be free for all inhabitants in this 
jurisdiction to make use of as a market for ever, without payment 
of any toll or tribute whatsoever/* 

The Selectmen of Boston voted March 28, 1659, 
that no one should smoke or bring a fire or match 
under or about the Tow^n-house except in case of 
military exercise ; so that the building w as probably 
then ready. 

Feb. 28, 1660-61, a settlement was ordered with 
Thomas Joy and partner ^^ for the building of the 
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towne-house stayre cases and Conduit '' by paying 
therefor six hundred and eighty pounds, deducting 
what had been paid. 

Oct. 9, 1667, the Legislature ordered ^^ the neces- 
sary full and suitable repair of the Town and Court 
House in Boston, founded bij the late Captain Robert 
Keayne^'' one-half of the expense to be paid by the 
country, one-quailer by the county of Suffolk, one- 
quarter by the town of Boston. May 31, 1671, they 
ordered, on the same terms, ^^ by a firm whole wall to 
the bottom of the braces, with brick or stone to re- 
pair the Court or Town House, so that all inconven- 
iences by rotting the timbers (fee. be prevented." 

Josselyn, who was here in 1663, says, in his 
account printed three years later, that there is in 
Boston "a Town House built upon pillars, where 
the Merchants may confer; in the Chambers above, 
they keep their monthly Courts." 

John Dunton, in 1686, merely repeats the same 
words. From items in the town records it seems 
that Richard Taylor hired the shop under the stairs 
at the west end of the Town House in 1661, and in 
1669 he obtained an extension of his term for sixty- 
one years. In 1666 Robert Gibbs obtained a lease 
of the cellar under the Town House; and in 1664 
Thomas Lake and Hezekiah Usher seem to have 
been in possession of the east end of the cellar. In 
1678 Samuel Shrimpton bought out Lake's interest 
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from his widow, and obtained an extension of the 
lease for thirty-nine years. ^^Oct. ^8, 1686, let to 
John Hayward, notaiy, the small shop or room in 
the westerly end of the Town House, lately occu- 
pied by Nathaniel Barnes, for 21 years at the rent 
of ten shillings annually." 

We may therefore safely assume that, as the 
building was raised on pillars, the lower floor was 
partly partitioned off for shops, leaving a large 
space for the daily exchange. As early as 1664 
a bell was ordered to be rung at eleven o'clock 
every working day, to give notice of the assem- 
bling there for one hour of merchants, strangers, 
and inhabitants. In 1683 it was voted ^^that a 
note set up under the Town House upon one of 
the pillars, concerning the price of wheat, shall be 
sufficient notice to the bakers to size their bread by, 
according to law." May 11, 1696, ^^ agreed that 
the market appointed by law should be in and about 
the Town House, and be opened on August 11th, 
next." 

Upstairs we find that there were three rooms, 
one probably for the Governor and Council, and 
one for the Representatives ; and naturally there 
would be also some anterooms. Although the first 
building covered less ground than there is in the 
present lot, it was probably because there was 
more space at the east and west ends. The first 
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house was 66 feet long, the present 110, but the 
extra space was in the street. In fact, the French 

map^ by Franquelin, made in 1693, represents the 
space occupied by the Town House to be as large 
as the present ground. 

The other portions of Keayne's plans did not prove 
so permanent. In 1684 and in 1695 mention is made 
of the Town's Library; but it was perhaps lost in 
the fire, 1711. As to his Conduit, we know that it 
failed in some twelve years. It was doubtless to 
be constructed in imitation of the stinictures then 
common in England. ^^They are a kind of stone 
cage or cap, under cover of which the conduit pipe 
rises to the top and then lets down its stream; 
sometimes openly (the cap being a cage), some- 
times unseen, to a reservoir near the bottom."* 
The waste-water was allowed to escape by paved 
gutters, or otherwise to seek the earth. Doubt- 
less Captain Keayne expected to utilize the springs 
near his house as a supply of water for daily use, 
and ^^ especially in case of fire." But such open 
streams were unsuited to this climate ; and that feat- 
ure of English towns could not be imitated here. 
In March, 1672 (Town Records, ii., 66), it was 



*A careful copy of this map is in our Public Library, and heliotypes there- 
from have been freely issued. 

* Prof. William Everett has kindly furnished the above description from 
his observation in England. 
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voted that, as the work ^^ by the Providence of God 
hath not proved so useful as was expected and 
desired," by an agreement with the overseers of 
Keayne's will, ^^ liberty was given to Mr. Nicholas 
Page to take away the bricks belonging to the 
place intended for a conduit at the end of the Town 
House, before his door, provided he immediately fill 
the place even with the ground about it." As Page 
had bought of the town its half of the new house, 
adjoining Keayne's old one, which K.'s overseers 
had given in payment of the legacy, it is clear that 
the conduit was planned to be on the south fork of 
State street, beside the Town-house. 



The first building stood from 1658 to 1711, when 
it was burned in a terrible conflagration. In it pre- 
sided Governors Endicott, Bellingham, Leverett, and 
Bradstreet, under the old charter; Andros, under the 
orders of King James; and Phips, Stoughton, Bello- 
mont, and Joseph Dudley under the new charter. 
Through many perils — from Indian foes, from 
English tyranny, and from domestic treachery — the 
settlement steadily increased in population and 
wealth during these fifty-three years. It is estimated 
by Shattuck that the population of Boston was, in 
A.D. 1680, four thousand five hundred persons; in 
A.D. 1690, seven thousand persons; in A.D. 1700, 
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six thousand seven hundred persons ; in A.D. 1710, 
nine thousand persons. 

At one time, indeed, in 1689, this Town House was 
the centre of a revolution. In April of that year 
the colonists, inspbed by the news that William of 
Orange had landed in England, took the desperate 
resolve to rebel against King James and his gov- 
ernor here. It was a rash venture; but it succeeded. 
Within the previous year Andros, a veteran soldier 
of large experience, had constructed on the neighbor- 
ing height a fortification, which gave its name to 
Fort Hill. He had royal troops under his command, 
and a man-of-war was anchored off the shore. But 
the leaders of the people assembled at the Town- 
house in Boston, supported by the bold and resolute 
freemen of the colony, and in a single day the royal 
authority was overthrown.^ It should be forever 
remembered that, although a like success in England 
at the same time secured the immunity of these Bos- 

' In Byfield's Account, reprinted in the Andros Tracts, he states that 
Gov. Andros, having been captured at the Fort, was ** conveyed to the 
Council-house, where Mr. Bradstreet and the rest of the Gentlemen waited 
to receive him." Hutchinson, i., 361, says, ** A long declaration was read 
from the balcony or gallery of the Town House." Beside this there was a 
broadside issued, subscribed by Wait Winthrop, Simon Bradstreet, and thir- 
teen others, dated ** at the Town House in Boston, April 18, 1689," stating 
to Gov. Andros that ** We judge it necessary you forthwith surrender and 
deliver up the Government and Fortification, to be preserved and disposed 
according to Order and Direction from the Crown of England, which 
suddenly is expected may arrive.*' 
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tonians, still the actors were then ignorant of that 
event, and for at least a month they were open and 
avowed rebels. N^or can it be doubted 'that the 
whole course of our history was immensely influ- 
enced by the fact that, when William and Maiy 
ascended the throne, they found the colony of Massa- 
chusetts so far distinguished from other colonies as 
to have fought independently for its rights. This 
old Town-house was the first shrine of libertv; and 
every subsequent act can be clearly shoAvii to be the 
natural and logical consequence of that first uprising 
of a free people. 



As the centre of the town this old hall must have 
witnessed many stirring scenes. Unfortunately, 
until we reach the date of Sewall's invaluable Diary, 
we have no warrant for the details. 

Scwall (i., 138) notes, under date of May 17, 1686, 
^^ General Court sits at one o'clock, I goe thither 
about 3. The Old Government draws to the 
North-side, Mr. Addington, Capt. Smith and I sit 

at the Table, there not being room 

Came also Capt. of King's Frigot Gov^ Hinkly, 
Gov^ West and sate on the Bench, and the Room 
pretty well filled with Spectators in an Instant." 
May 18, he mentions a great wedding celebrated at 
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Mr. Shrimpton's by Mr. Randolph*s chaplain, ^^ when 
Prayer was had at the Town House." 

May 26, 1686, he notes that Mr. Ratcliffe and the 
Episcopalians asked to have one of the three 
churches to preach in. " That is denyed and he is 
gi-anted the East-End of the Town House, where the 
Dejmties used to meet^ until those who desire his 
Ministry shall provide a fitter place." 

Dec. 20, 1(786, Gov. Andros arrives, "lands at 
Gov'. Leverett's wharf about 2 P.M. when the 
President, &c., meet him, and so inarch up through 
the Guards of the 8 Companyes to the Town House 
where part of the Commission read." 

December 25, 1686. "Governour goes to the 
Town House to Service Forenoon and Afternoon, a 
Eed-Coat going on his right hand and Capt. George 
on the left." January 31, 1686-7. ''There is a 
meeting at the Town House forenoon and afternoon: 
Bell rung for it, respecting the beheading Charles 
the First: Govemour there." 

April 26, 1687. ''Court sits. President in the 
Governour's seat, Mr. Stoughton at his right hand. 
Col. Shrimpton next him; Mr. Lynde at his left 
hand. Major Lidget next him." 

From these notes we infer that before Andros's 
time the Deputies had the chamber on the east end. 
Afterwards the Supreme Court held its sessions 
in the room appropriated to the Governor and 



38 OLD STATE HOUSE RE-DEDICATION. 

Council, which probably was the same East Chamber, 
as the Deputies were no part of the government 
under the Andros administration. This room, hav- 
ing once become the property of the Governor and 
Council, seems to have remained in use by them 
until the Revolution. 

On May 14, 1692, Sir William Phips arrived, the 
first governor under the Second or Provincial Char- 
ter.® Sewall writes (Diary, i., 360) : ^^ Sir William 
arrives in the K^onsuch Frigat : Candles are lighted 
before he gets into Town-house. Eight Companies 
wait on Him to his house, and then on Mr. Mather 
to his. Made no volleys because 'twas Satterday 
night." ^^ Monday, May 16. Eight Companies and 
two from Charlestown guard Sir William and his 
Councillors to the Town-house where the Commis- 
sions are read and Oaths taken." Boston, at this 
date, had not far from one thousand houses and 
seven thousand inhabitants (Palfrey, iv., 136) ; but 
at the election of a representative in May, 1698, 

• Palfrey (Hist., iii., 590) thus describes the scene : "From far and near 
the people flocked into Boston ; the government, attended by the principal 
gentlemen of the capital and the towns around, passed in procession on 
horseback through the thoroughfares ; the regiment of the town, and com- 
panies and troops of horse and foot ^rom the country, lent their pomp to 
the show; there was a great dinner at the Town House for the better sort; 
wine was served out in the streets ; and the evening was made noisy with 
acclamations, till the bell rung at nine o'clock, and families met to thank 
God at the domestic altar, for causing the great sorrow to pass away, and 
giving a Protestant King and Queen to England." 
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when there was a spirited contest, only three hun- 
dred and eighteen votes were cast. (Sewall, i., 
480.) 

Phips's administration lasted only two years and a 
half, and is forever darkened by the shadow of the 
witchcraft delusion and its judicial murders. Hap- 
pily for us, none of the sentences were pronounced 
in Boston; though at the last court held here 
one Mary Watkins, a sei'vant, despite the ver- 
dict of the jury, was imprisoned by order of the 
Court, and sold into bondage in Virginia. (Drake, 
Hist., 503.) Hutchinson (Hist., ii., 61) relates that 
Dame Mary Phips, the governor's wife, was ap- 
plied to in behalf of a woman held for trial for 
witchcraft. 

^^The good lady, propricL virtute^ granted and 
signed a warrant for the woman's discharge, which 
was obeyed by the keeper, and the woman lives still 
for aught I know.'' It is fair to conclude that the 
document was in the usual form, and was taken 
from the official papers in the governor's chamber. 
We may safely infer that in this building the first 
female governor exercised her rights, and we may 
rejoice that the usurpation was for the glorious pre- 
rogative of pardon. 

From November, 1694, to June, 1702, the govern- 
ment was mainly in the hands of Lieut. Governor 
Stoughton, though for a year the Earl of Bellomont 
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was the nominal governor. Just before the arrival 
of Bellomont, news was received of the rejection 
of several of our laws by the home government. 
Sewall (i., 496) thus describes the scene : ^^ Drum is 
beat and Allowance and Disallowance of the Acts is 
published. Lieutenant Governor [Stoughton] and 
Council standing in the Gallery. Great many 
Auditors below." 

Sewall records (Diary, i., 458), that on September 
8, 1697, ^^ the Govemour and Council first meet in the 
Council Chamber, as it is now fitted with ceiling. 
Glazing, Painting, new Floor that brings it to a 
Level ; 'New Hearth even with it." This meeting was 
made noteworthy by the announcement by Col. 
Pierce that limestone had been discovered at !New- 
bury, — a matter of the highest importance, as, up to 
that time, the colonists had been obliged to burn 
oyster-shells for lime. !Nov. 14, 1698, a rate of 
£60 was ordered for the repau'ing of the Town 
House, and no other use. 

Another day of excitement in the old building 
must have been that one in July, 1699, when Captain 
William Kidd was examined by Lord Bellomont and 
his Council, charged with many notorious piracies. 
Research, which destroys so many illusions, shows 
us that the noted pirate was far from being so 
wicked or so bloodthirsty as fame reported, and 
certainly reveals a strong infusion of poltroonery in 
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his character. The imise, however, promptly re- 
corded of hhn: — 

** My nume was Williuni Ki<1d, 
Ah I f<niliMi, us f Hiiilod, 
Ami most wickedly I did, 
Ah I sailed." 

As an evidence of the various uses to wliieh the 
buildhig was put, we ihid that in 1701, ^M)eeause of 
the Sain and Mist," the election of captain of the 
Ancient and Honorable Artillery C^)ini)auv was held 
in the Town-house, when the choice fell upon Jud*^e 
Sewall. niey calKd down the Council out of the 
Chamber and set their chairs below: Col. Pynchon 

gave the Staves and Ensign Drew 

out before Mr. Usher's, gave three volleys; dr(»w 
into the Town House again/' Then Rev. Mr. Pem- 
berton prayed, and the comj)any escorted their 
commander saf(»ly home. So again in 1702, '^ rainy 
day, we exercise on the Town House in the Mom." 

On May 28, 1702, news arrived at Boston of the 
death of King William. 

''And at last the (lazette containing the Proclaim- 
ing of the Queen came to hand. Then we resolved 
to proclaim her Majesty here. Regiment drawn up, 
and Life-Guard of Horse; Council, Representatives, 
Ministers, Justices, Gentlemen, taken within the 
Guard. Mr. Secretarv, on foot, read the order of 
the Council, the Proclamation and Queen's Procla- 
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matioii for continuing Commissions. Mr. Sheriff 
Gookin gave it to the people. Volleys. Guns. 
Went into chamber to drink." (Sewall, ii., 56.) 

June 1, 1703. ^^ Town-meeting is held in the old 
Meeting-house because of the General Assembly; 
2 p.m. Voters two hundred and six." This entry of 
Sewall confirms our suspicion that the Legislature 
had the first claim to occupy the building. In March, 
1706-7, the records show that the town meeting was 
held in the old meeting-house. 

In 1704 Captain John Quelch and five other 
pirates were tried here, and sentenced to be hung. 
The sentence was executed June 30. Sewall gives 
us at this time the following picture: ^^As the 
Governor [Dudley] sat at the Council-Table 'twas 
told him Madam Paige [his niece] was dead. He 
clap'd his hands, and quickly went out, and 
returned not to the Chamber again; but ordered 
Mr. Secretary to prorogue the Court till the 16th of 
August, which Mr. Secretary did by going into the 
House of Deputies." (Sewall, ii., 109.) 

Sewall records on February 6, 1707-8 : ^^ Queen's 
Birthday. I could not find it in my heart to go to 
the Town House, because hardly anything is pro- 
fessedly there done but drinking Healths." 

1708-9, January 6. ^ Presently after Lecture, the 
Act of Parliament regulating Coin is published by 
Beat of Drum and Sound of Trumpet." (Sewall, ii.. 
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248.) Undoubtedly from the balcony of the Council 
Chamber. 

March 13, 1709-10. " General Town Meeting. Mr. 
Cotton Mather went to Prayer; I stood in the Lobby, 
then went into the Council Chamber. Constal)le 

came to me and surprised me with telling me 

that I was Chosen Moderator. I went in, and they 
would have me sit on the Seat^ which I did." (Sewall 
ii., 275.) 

From this*entry it seems that the town-meetings 
were held in the Representatives' Hall, which could 
well hold the citizens, as the voters only numbered 
about two hundred. Other entries make it probable 
that the Supreme Court also used that room, the 
Council Chamber serving as a consultaticm room 
for the judges. 

In 1711 the town was much agitated by the 
arrival of some fifteen men-of-war and seven thou- 
sand troops destined for an attack on Quebec. 
There were abundant festivities and solenm ex- 
change of courtesies between the English and our 
local authorities. The ignominious failure of the ex- 
pedition was a sad blow to Massachusetts, although 
the loss of life was confined mainly to the ships of 
the British portion of the fleet. 

To add to the general depression, a great tire in 
Boston occurred " about 7 or 8 o'clock of the night 
between the 2d and 3d of October." ^^ It broke out 
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in an old Tenement within a back Yard in Cornhill 
{i.e.j our Washington street) , near the First Meeting- 
house, occasioned by the carelessness of a poor 
Scottish Woman (one Mary Morse) , by using Fire 
near a parcel of Ocum, Chips, and other combustible 
Rubbish." This spot was in or near Williams' 
Court. ^^AU the houses on both sides of Cornhill 
[Washington street] from School street to what 
is called the stone-shop in Dock-square, all the 
upper part of King street [State street] on the south 
and north side, together with the Town House, and 
what was called the Old Meeting-House above 
it, were consumed to ashes." (Hutchinson, ii., 
200.) 

Thus ended, after half a century's use, the first 
Town-house which has stood on this spot. Of 
course it was necessary to replace it at once ; " and on 
the 17th of October the Selectmen of Boston ad- 
dressed the Legislature, asking its ^^ Advice and 
Direction for the Restoring and Rebuilding of the 
House for those Publick Uses, and about the place 
where to set the same."' 

A joint committee of four councillors and seven 
deputies, with Elisha Hutchinson, chaii-man, was at 
once appointed, who recommend that a new house 
be built " in or near where the Old Town House 
stood," the ^^ breadth not to exceed thirt v-six feet, the 



'' See Appendix B for copies of the acts, and other votes. 
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length so as to be convenient.'' ^^ The charge to be 
borne the one half by the Provmce, the other half by 
the Town of Boston and County of Suffolk in equal 
Proportion." 

Accordingly, a new committee was appointed, viz. : 
Elisha Hutchinson and Penn ToVnsend, councillors, 
Addington Davenport, Samuel Thaxter and Capt. 
Phipps, deputies, to attend to the aft air, with* two 
persons to be added by the town of Boston. The 
town assented, and joined Thomas Brattle and 
William Payne. 

March 12, 1711-12, the Legislature voted, as 
instructions to the committee, that the building be 
not more than one hundred and twelve feet nor less 
than one hundred and ten feet in length. [N^ovember 
17, 1712, they voted, as instructions to the committee, 
^^ that they fit the East Chamber for the Use of His 
Excellency the Governor and the Honorable the 
Council, the Middle Chamber for the House, the 
West Chamber for the Superior and Inferior Courts." 
And ^^ that there be but two Oflicers below Stairs in 
the Province and Court House now Building in 
Boston, one for the Secretary, the other for the Reg- 
ister of Deeds in the County of Suftblk.'' 

Although we do not know who designed the brick 
building wliich speedily arose on the site, we can 
to-day inspect its sturdy walls and recognize the 
influence of the Queen Anne period. It is beyond 
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controversy that the fire of 1747 and the various 
changes which have been made in the building, in 
no way aflfected the exterior walls. We are to-day 
assembled in a building which dates back to A.D. 
1713, and we can form a correct idea of its original 
and ever continuing appearance. 

In 1720 Daniel If eal printed his ^^ Present State 
of N^ew England," and thus describes the building in 
its earliest days : — 

'' From the Head of the Peer you go up the chief Street of the 
Town, at the upper End of which is the Town House or Exchange ; 
a fine Piece of Building, containing besides the Walk for the 
Merchants, the Council Chamber, the House of Commons, and 
another spacious Room for the Sessions of the Courts of Justice, 
the Exchange is surrounded with Booksellers Shops, which have a 
good Trade." (Neal, p. 587.) 

In 1708 it was computed that Boston had twelve 
or thirteen thousand inhabitants ; in 1720, eighteen or 
twenty thousand. (N^eal, 601.) The council con- 
sisted of twenty-eight members, the House of one 
hundred and three. (N^eal, 605.) 

During the eighteen months which were needed 
for rebuilding the Town House, the town meetings 
were held as follows: N^ov. 16, 1711, in Rev. Mr. 
Colman's meeting-house in Brattle street; March, 
1712, in the same; March, 1712-13, at the south 
meeting-house, and May 13, 1713, in the new Town 
House. Sewall records (u., 387), May 28, 1713, — 
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^^All the Councillors are sworn except Major 
Brown, who was not in Town. In the afternoon 
I declared to the Council that Prayer had been too 
much neglected formerly; we were now in a New 
House, we ought to Reform; without it, I would 
not be there. Mr. Secretary assented, and I was 
desired to see it effected. May 29th. Dr. Increase 
Mather prays Excellently in the Council." 

For some years at least this custom of beginning 
a session of the council with prayer was con- 
tinued. 

It seems from Sewall's notes that there was a large 
table in the council-chamber, at which the members 
sat, and that the Governor occupied the head of it.* 

"Oct. 15, 1713, Sewall records (ii.,402) : ** I observ'd Two Leather Chairs 
were set at the end of the Council Table and the Elbow Chair set aside. 
But when Gen'. Nicholson staid not to sit down, they were removed, and the 
GoFemor's Arm'd Chair took place again." 

Feb. 6, 1713-14. ** I went to the Town House on the occasion of the 
Queen's Birthday. Mr. Bromfield and I sat awhile in one of the windows, 
Table being full ; afterward sat in." Later on that evening, one Mr. Net- 
maker, secretary to Gen. Nicholson was drunk and disorderly in a tavern 
and Sewall ordered his arrest. On March 9th Sewall was at a meeting of 
the Council. ** Sat round a little Fire. I happen'd to sit next Gen'. Nich- 
olson. . . . Then with a Koaring Noise the General said, * I demand Justice 
against Mr. Sewall and Pemberton for sending my Secretary to prison 
without acquainting me with it ! ' And hastily rose up, and went down and 
walk'd the Exchange, where he was so furiously Loud, that the Noise was 
plainly heard in the Council-Chamber, the door being shut." 

Sept. 24th, 1715. The Governor comes to Town. Flagg [the messenger] 
warns [the Council to meet]. Governor sits by the side of the Table facing 
to the South ; Lt. Governor [Tailer] in one of the South windows. The 
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It is a fair inference that this table reached from the 
east window towards the door, and if so it was in 
conformity to our ISTew England custom by which the 
minister or other presiding oflScer is so invariably 
placed in front of a window. 

To this council-chamber the deputies were sum- 
moned, and committees of that body were here re- 
ceived. At such conferences the Governor was not 
allowed to take part, though on one occasion at least 
he remained in the room. There was a *^ closet," 
probably one of the anterooms opening from the 
chamber, to which the Governor could withdraw for 
private consultation;^ and perhaps the other ante- 
room was needed for the accommodations of the 
twenty-eight councillors. 

It seems that in this chamber the Overseers of Har- 

Commissions were produced and Read, Oaths given. ... At length the 
Governor dictated to the Clerk to this purpose. Whether the Government 
was devolved on the Lieutenant Governor, the Commission of Gov*^. Bur- 
gess nor any copy of it, not being arrived. It was, nemine contradicente, 
carried in the Negative." (Sewall, iii., 59.) 

»*'Feb. 12, 1717-18. I salute Cousin Quincy in Council. . . . The 
Governour calls me into the Closet and tells me he would make me Chief 
Judge." (Sewall, iii., 168.) 

"Feb. 25, 1718-19. The judges meet p. m. in the Council Chamber, 
before the Meeting of the Council. . . . Then, in the Closet, voted it con- 
venient to have two Clerks." (Sewall, iii., 213.) 

** Dec. 19, 1722. His Excellency took me aside to the Soutli-East win- 
dow of the Council Chamber to speak to me. . . . Dec. 21. The Governor 
took me to the window again looking Eastward, next Mrs. Phillips*, and 
spake to me again." (Sewall, iii., 315.) 
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vard College met at times, as did the Commissioners 
of the Society for Propagating the Gospel among the 
Indians, March 27, 1729 (Sewall, iii., 395). Once, 
March 29, 1720 (Sewall iii., 248), the "Inspectors 
of the Grammar Schools " of Boston met there. The 
chamber was also nsed as a consultation room for the 
judges.^^ IS^otwithstanding the order to construct a 
west room for the courts, it is very doubtful if this 
were really done. In 1717, Sewall speaks of a trial 
held in the old meeting-house opposite, while sentence 
was pronounced in the court chamber.^^ Was not this 
the chamber of the Great and General Court, that is, 
our House of Representatives? When the fire of 1747 
took place, mention is made of the " Council Cham- 
ber, the Chamber of the House of Kepresentatives 
and the Apartments thereof, in that Story.'' Another 
account speaks of "the Council Chamber" and "both 
the Lobbies," and also the "Offices kept in the Upper 
Story; " but it says "the County Kecords and Papers 
belonging to the Inferior Court, being deposited in an 



>o**Feb. 13, 1718-19. All the Judges desired to he at the Governor's 
house at 6 p. m. Met accordingly. . . . The Judges went to the Council 
Chamber, &c., &c.** 

"*'May9, 1717. Jeremy Phenix arraigned in the Court Chamber. 10. 
Try'd in the old Meetinghouse. Mr. Auckniooty was Counsel for the 
Prisoner and had family with him in the Fore-seat of the Women, though 
he be bound over for notorious words against the Government." *• May 
11th. I pas8*d Sentence upon Phenix, the Chief Justice being absent. 
This was done in the Court Chamber." (Sewall, iii., 130.) 
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Office upon the lower Floor, were most of them pre- 
served." 

There is proof that the Council Chamber was the 
scene of festivities on state occasions, such as the 
birthday of the sovereign or his accession, the arrival 
of a new governor, etc.^^ Here also were held pub- 
lic funerals, as in the case of Fitz-John Winthrop.^^ 

• 

From the balcony, at the east end, it was customary 
to proclaim the laws, with sound of trumpets and 

^* October 5, 1716, Gov. Shute arrived in Boston. ** Ministers met the 
Governor a little before he got to the Town-house. Col. Joseph Dudley 
nearer, and went up and sat with the Council. Col. Tailer met the Governor 
at the Stairs, and took place of Lt.-Gov. Duramer : and when Dumnier was 
sworn, gave him the place. Gov. [Shute], Lt. Gov. [Dummer] laid their 
hands on the Bible, and Kissed it very industriously." (Sewall, iii., 105.) 

The return of Gov. Shirley, Nov. 7, 1745, after the surrender of Louis- 
burg was here celebrated (S. G. Drake, Hist., p. (521), and so, also, on June 
24, 1746, was the arrival of Gen. Pepperell and Admiral Warren. On the 
18th Sept., 1749, the indemnity voted by Parliament arrived, amounting to 
£183,049. At that time a pound sterling equalled eleven pounds old tenor, 
or thirty shillings new tenor, so great had been the depreciation of paper 
money. 

'* "March 23, 1714-15. Mr. Addington [the late Secretary] buried from 
the Council Chamber; 'twas a sad spectacle.** (Sewall, iii., 41.) 

"Nov. 14th, 1717. Attended the Funeral of Major-General Winthrop. 
The Corpse was carried to the Town House the night before: now buried 
from the Council Chamber. Bearers, his Excellency the Governor [Shute], 
Gov. Dudley: Lt.-Gov. Dummer, Col. Taylor: Col. Elisha Sewall, Samuel 
Sewall. Scarfs and Rings. The Regiment attended in Arms. Mr. John 
Winthrop led the Widow. *Twas past five before we went. The Streets 
were crowded with people : was laid in Gov. Winthrop's Tomb in Old 
Burial Place." (Sewall, iii., 147.) 
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beat of drums ;^* and doubtless from so convenient an 
elevation, loyal addresses were delivered to the 
assembled townsmen on occasion. 

As it happens, we know much less of the arrange- 
ment of the Representatives' Hall at this period, as 
our chief authority, Sewall, was a councillor and 
judge. We know that the number of deputies was 
one hundred and three in 1720; and as new towns 
were corporated, the number rose to about one 
hundred and twenty-five. 

The speaker was annually chosen, and the choice 
submitted to the governor, who rarely negatived. 
In 1705, Thomas Oakes ; in 1720, Elisha Cook ; in 
1739, Paul Dudley; in 1741, Samuel Watts; in 1760, 
James Otis, were resi)ectively (•hosen and set aside. 
The House also elected a clerk, but the office was 
generally continued from year to year. 

The forms of the House were i)robably copied 
from those of Parliament, the council figuring as 
our House of Lords. The will of the Governor 
was signified by messages or speeches; the wishes 
of the deputies by committees and by messages. 
Hutchinson says (ii., 259), apropos of a quarrel be- 
tween Governor Dudley and the House about the 

• 

'? "Feb. 4th, 1714-15. Drew up a Proclamation. . . . TublishM it hy 
Beat of Drum. Paper was sulliod with the Rain. Mr. Hiller read it out of 
the Council-Chamber Gallery. Col. Checkley, Major Fitch, Capt. Abijah 
Savage, etc., present." (Sewall, iii., 38.) 
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power of adjournment, ^^ It has always been the prac- 
tice of the house, before and since, upon a message 
from the governor, to stop all business and go up 
without delay." It seems also that divisions of the 
House were made by going to the north and south 
sides.^^ We infer from this that the speaker sat at 
the west end, facing the main doors, and that 
the deputies were marshalled by him on either 
hand. 

The to>vn records contain but very little informa- 
tion in regard to the Town House from 1711 to 
1747. 

The following items are all that have been gleaned 
by an examination of the indices to the volumes. 

Sept. 25, 1716, the selectmen, learning that a sale 
of a ship had been appointed by the Court of 
Admiralty ^^ at the place where the Court is held," 
voted that " the management of a Publick sale in the 
Town House is forreign from the declared Intentions 
in Erecting thereof, and that such a President may 
be of 111 Tendency." 

April 27, 1719, ^'Mr. John Flagg is directed to 
cleanse the Windows of the Town House." 

" "June 13th, 1717. Council declared that Cambridge is the Shire-Town 
for Middlesex." *' 14. The Deputies Concur. Could not tell by lifting up 
the Plands, were fain to divide the House. They for Cambridge went to the 
North side, they for Charlestown to the South. Cambridge had 4G, Charles- 
town 41, as Brother Northend, one of the Monitors, informed me." (Sewall, 
iii., 132.) 
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1717-1718, Benjamin Bagnald agrees to make a 
Town Clock ^^ and if desired he will make the same 
to go as an eight day Clock in the place where it 
now stands." April 25, 1735. Bagnald is to take 
care of the Town clock at the Old Meeting House, 
for one year, for £10. 

Feb. 13, 1733-4. The selectmen voted '' that to- 
morrow at three of the clock the select men meet at 
the Town House to view the small arms lodged in 
the Town's Armoury, and that Mr. Treat, gunsmith, 
be ordered to attend and assist at the view." Ac- 
cordingly, Messrs. Treat and Millei', gunsmiths, 
^^were directed to proceed with all the expedition 
possible to the cleaning the arms, and putting them 
in order for us, when occasion shall require." 

Feb. 25, 1733-4. " Voted that speedy care be taken 
to fit up a proper oifice for the Town Clerk, for 
reposing and securing his books, and that it be in 
part of the Green Chamber." 

July 13, 1736, the selectmen voted " to repair the 
balcony at the east end of the Town House, fronting 
King St." 

Aug. 27, 1736, voted also ^Uo order the new paint- 
ing the sun Dials on the Town House, and to clear 
the gutters and water spouts belonging to it." 

June 14, 1738. They voted ^Ho put a good and 
sut)sfantial "post at each corner of the westerly end 
of the Town House to prevent damage by carts." 
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July 20, 1738, ^^to take care that the easterly 
stairs of the Town House be repaired." 

Oct. 31, 1739. They leased for one year, for £30, 
to Joseph Savell, wine cooper, two cellars under the 
Town House lately occupied by Jonathan Williams 
and James Townsend: viz., one at the south-west cor- 
ner and the other at the north-east comer. In 1741 
these were let respectively to Samuel Wentworth and 
John Gooch. Dec. 24, 1740, John Buttolph leased a 
cellar there, formerly occupied by his father, for £22. 

Aug. 3, 1743, ^^ the east end of the Town House 
to be put in repairs and other necessary repairs 
within side." 

Sept. 5, 1744, '^ voted to repair the chimneys in the 
Town House." 

In this chamber, from 1711 to 1747, presided as 
Governor, Joseph Dudley, William Tailer^^ Samuel 
Shute, William Dummer^ Jonathan Belcher and 
William Shirley, all upright and worthy men, but all 
of them so hampered by restrictions . from the home 
government, as to be frequently involved in disputes 
with the representatives of the people. During this 
period the population increased steadily from eleven 
thousand in 1715 to seventeen thousand iu 1744, 
though after the last date it remained stationary or 
slightly decreased. 

" Tailer and Dummer were Lieutenant Governors, acting in the place of 
the Governors. 



k J. 
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It was in this chamber that there was planned, 
in 1746, the military enterprise which was the 
proudest boast of our provincial history. In Janu- 
ary of that year Gov. Shirley laid before the 
Legislature, under a pledge of secrecy, his project 
of capturing Louisburg from the French, by means 
of provincial troops only. On January 25, the 
consent of the House was carried by a single 
vote. William Pepperell, a member of the Council, 
was given command, and by April 1, our troops 
had arrived at Canso. The fortunate arrival of 
Admiral Warren, witJi a considerable fleet, was 
one of the many lucky accidents which turned 
this quixotic scheme into a glorious success. On 
June 17 the fortress surrendered, and the " Gib- 
raltar of America " became our prize. 

It was a splendid victory, for it gave assurance 
to England that a new military power had arisen 
in her colonies, and one thus far entirely loyal 
to the crown. As Palfrey says, "As things 
turned out, it is not too much to say that the 
capture of Louisburg gave peace to Europe." 

It was not until the following year that Pep- 
perrell was able to receive the deserved honors 
which his countrymen were ready to shower 
upon him. 

The Boston Evening Post^ for Monday, June 
30, 1746, describes the arrival, on the preceding 
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Tuesday, of his Majesty's Ship *^ Chester,'' of 50 
guns, bringing Admiral Peter Warren and Sir 
William Pepperell. The Governor met them at 
Castle William, and landing at Long wharf about 
five o'clock, ^Hhey were received and congratulated 
by the Honourable Gentlemen of his Majesty's 
Council and House of Representatives, and being 
attended by his Excellency's Company of Cadets 
under arms, made a handsome procession to the 
Council Chamber." 

Then the Speaker and the House proceeded to 
the Council Chamber, whei;p a brief address was 
made to Warren and Pepperell, who as briefly 
replied. Later a committee of the House was 
appointed to congratulate Brigadier General Samuel 
Waldo, ^^on his safe return to his native country." 

It was from the veterans of the French wars 
of this period that the heroes of the war of In- 
dependence were drawn. But for the martial 
spirit aroused by these campaigns, and the lessons 
of military science therein taught, our forefathers 
would have been but an undisciplined mob in 
1775. To give one example: Col. Richard Grid- 
ley, who commanded the artillery at Louisburg, 
thirty years later, traced and constructed the 
battery on Bunker's Hill. 

In Ifovember, 1747, the Town House was the 
centre of another uprising. Commodore Knowles 
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was in command of a fleet lying off the harbor. 
Having lost some deserters, he sent a press-gang into 
the harbor, seizing sailors from the ships, and even 
landsmen from the wharves. There was at once an 
outburst of popular indignation, in which all ranks 
joined. ^ As soon as it was dusk, several thousand 
people assembled in King street, below the Town 
House, where the General Court was sitting. Stones 
and brick batts were thrown through the glass into 
the Council Chamber. The Governor [Shirley], 
however, with several gentlemen of the Council and 
House, ventured into the balcony " (Hutchinson, ii., 
432), and after silence was obtained addressed the 
assemblage. He promised to try to obtain the 
release of the townsmen ; but the crowd was not to 
be thus pacified. For three days the contest con- 
tinued, the people having seized some of the officers 
from the fleet as hostages, and the commodore 
threatening to bombard the town by way of reprisal. 
Finally the Legislature interposed with promises to 
both sides; the impressed men were liberated, and the 
squadron sailed, to the great relief of all in authority. 
On Wednesday, December 9, 1747, the Town- 
house was greatly injured by a fire. The following 
extract from the newspapers will explain the extent 
of the loss : — 

'' Yesterday morniug between 6 & 7 o'clock we were exceedingly 
surprised by a most terrible Fire, which broke out at the Court 
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House in this Town, whereby that spacious and beautiful Building 
except the bare outward Walls, was entirely destroyed. As the 
Fire b^an in the middle or second Story, the Records, Books, 
Papers, Furniture, Pictures of the Kings and Queens, &c., which 
were in the Council Chamber, the Chamber of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and the Apartments thereof, in that Story, were con- 
sumed ; as were also the Books and Papers in the Offices of the 
upper Story : Those in the Offices below were mostly saved. In 
the Cellars which were hired by several Persons, a great quantity 
of Wines and other Liquors were lost. The publick Damage 
sustained by this sad Disaster is inexpressibly great and the Loss 
to some particular Persons, 't is said will amount to several Thou- 
sand Pounds. The Vehemence of the Flames occasion 'd such a 
great Heat as to set the Roofs of some of the opposite Houses on 
Fire notwithstanding they had been covered with Snow, and it was 
extinguished with much Difficult}'. How the Fire was occasioned, 
whether by Defects in the Chimney or Hearth as some think, is 
uncertain." — Boston WeeMy News Letter^ Thursday^ December 10, 
1747. 

The account in the Boston Evening Post, for the 
fourteenth of December, adds : — 

" The fine Pictures and other Furniture in the Council Chamber 
were destroyed as were also the Books, Papers and Records in 
both the Lobbies, and those in the Offices kept in the upper Story ; 
but the County Records and Papers belonging to the Inferiour 
Court being deposited in an Office upon the lower Floor, were 
most of them preserved.'* 

The same paper prints the following extracts 
from the Journal of the House of Representatives : — 
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" 12 December A.D. 1747. 

'^ Upon a motion made and seconded, 

'' Meaolvedy that the House now make particular Enquiry how 
the late Fire in the Court House was first discovered, and by what 
Means it was occasioned. After examining the Door-keeper and 
receiving a particular account of the Time and Circumstances of 
his leaving the House the Evening before, and enquiring of those 
Gentlemen who early discovered the Fire. 

" Resolved^ That it appears to the Satisfaction of this House, that 
the late Fire which consumed the Court House, proceeded from the 
Wood-work under the Hearth taking Fire, and that the Fire first 
broke out in the Entry-way between the Council Chamber and the 
Representatives' Room, and from thence went up the Stair Case, 
and through the Roof, and continued until the House was con- 
sumed." 

The following letter of Secretary Willard to 
Christopher Kilby and William BoUan, agents of the 
province in London, is copied from vol. 1 of the 
^ Records of Plymouth County," giving the ^^ Acts of 
Commissioners of the United Colonies of If ew Eng- 
land," edited by David Pulsifer. 

"Boston, DecV 21, 1747. 
'* Gentlemen I am now to give you the sorrowful News of the 
grievous & surprizing Rebuke of Divine Providence on the Gov- 
ernm't of this Province in the Destruction of the Court House by 
Fire which happened in the Morning of the ninth Instant. It was 
generally concluded to have begun in the Floor under the chimneys 
of the Council Chamber & House of Representees & was not 
discovered till it was greatly increased ; All the Books of the Gen- 
eral Court, Governor & Council & House of Reprent'ves there in 
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the House were wholly lost without saving one & all the Books of 
Commiss'ns and other Instrum'ts as well from the Crown as the 
Governm't of the Province with most of ye original Papers arc 
likewise consumed." 

The General Court was offered the use of Faneuil 
Hall, but was accommodated for the few days 
remaining in the session at the Royal Exchange 
tavern kept by Luke Yardy, on the west corner of 
Exchange and State streets." 

It seems that, as in 1711, the expense of the repairs 
was paid, one-half by the Province, one-quarter each 
by the town of Boston, and the county of Suffolk. 
The expense was £3,705 11^. 4c?. lawful money. 
Whatever plans were made for this restoration, it 
would seem that the exterior walls at least were not 
touched. (See Appendix C.) 

Fortunately, as in I^^eal's case, in 1720, we have 
a description of the new building from one who 
saw it in its freshness. Capt. Francis Goelet (whose 

"The rather churlish vote of the Selectmen, as given below, may 
explain the disinclination of the Governor to accept the oflfer : — 

Dec. 16, 1747. Voted **that liberty be and hereby is granted to his 
Excellency the Governour and the Honorable his Majesty's Council to 
in^prove the Chamber in Faneuil Hall, the Selectmen usually set in to do 
Business, when they shall have occasion therefor until they can be better 
provided : and that the Honorable Joslah Willard, Esq'®. Secretary be 
allowed to make use of the Office under the stairs in Faneuil Hall which 
hath been improved for the Naval Officer, until better provided, he paying 
the same rent Mr. Overing agreed for, to commence the 12^^. instant." 



kL 
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journal is printed in the JST.E. Historical and Genea- 
logical Register for 1870, p. 72) thus describes it 
in the autumn of 1750: — 

"They have also a Town House, built of Brick, situated in 
King's street. It's a veiy Grand Brick Building, Arch'd all 
Bound, and Two Storie Heigh, Sash'd above ; its Lower Part is 
always Oi)en, designed as a Change, tho' the Merchants in Fair 
Weather make their Change in the open Street at the Easterraost 
End. In the upper Story are the Council and Assemblj' Cham- 
bers &c. It has a neat Capulo, sash'd all round, and which on 
rejoycing da3's is Elluminated."*** 

Capt. Goelet mentions that on October 30th, 
His Majesty's Birth-day, he "went at noon with 
Capt. "Wendell to the Councill Chamber in the 
Towne House, where [he] drank the Loyall Toasts 
with the Lieutenant Governor, Councill," etc. 

By the records of the House it appears that 
Dec. 12, 1752, there was paid £6 13s. 4d. to Moses 
Deshon ^^for the arms of the Colony which he has 
carved, and put up in the House of Representatives." 

By the bill of the painter in 1773, it seems that 
the Colony arms still remained, while the King's 
arms, also then paid for, were probably in the 
Council Chamber. The historic Codfish was also 

M Jany 17, 1749-50 ** voted that the Engine under the care of Mr Thomas 
Heed be removed to the cellar under the Town House as soon as may be, 
and that Mr Cooke be desired to get a Platform laid, and what else maj 
be necessary to be done for the B&me/* -^ Selectmen's Records. 
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mentioned, and various pictures, of which the only- 
one named is that of Gov. Burnet. 

Yery strangely, it appears by the '^ Boston Post 
Boy " of June 16th, 1766, that a gallery was put in 
the Representatives' Hall, though it is hard to imagine 
where space was found for it. Chandeliers, of 
course, hung in each hall, and the desk of the Clerk 
or Speaker of the House is still preserved by the 
Massachusetts Historical Society.^* 

When the work of the restoration was commenced 
last year, it was found that the framing of the 
timbers was such that there must have been a 
circular stairway in the place now occupied by it, 
from the first floor to the halls, and that the landings 
must have presented their present form.^ 

The same investigation showed that the Repre- 
sentatives' Hall had its easterly end curved, while 
the Council Chamber was square. These indications 
coincide with a description published in 1791, when 
the halls were occupied by the Legislature of the 

u Although described as the Speaker's desk, it seems almost impossible 
that it could have been so used. It may have been the clerk's desk, but the 
presiding officer would apparently require a more prominent place. 

* The balusters in the new stairway are copied from those in Gov. 
^hirley*s house, still standing in Boxbury. As he was the governor at the 
date of the rebuilding, in 1747, no better exemplars could be desired. 
Similar balusters are in the home of the Quincys. The plans made by Isaiah 
Rogers in 1830 show the same stairway, out of centre, and the floor-beams 
explain the cause of this eccentricity. 




Old State House or 1T91. (From the Masaacliuaetls Maga^ino.) 
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State, and when, apparently, no changes had been 
made. The Massachusetts Magazine for August, 
1791, gives a south-west view of the building, i.e., 
one taken from the Washington-street end, and the 
following description is added : — 

" The State House is an elegant brick building, standing at the 
head of State Street, one mile and 297 yards from the fortification. 
It is 110 feet in length and thirty-eight in breadth. The founda- 
tions of the present walls were laid A.D. 1712, the former State 
House haying been reduced to ashes in the great fire of the pre- 
ceding year. The internal part of this building again experienced 
the desolating flame in 1747, when a vast number of ancient books 
and early records, together with a collection of valuable papers, 
were destroyed, and to the ravages of this calamity we may attrib- 
ute the imperfect accounts that are to be obtained of the first and 
second building. The ascent to the lower floor, as fronting the 
Long wharf, is by an elevated flight of large stone steps, railed 
round with neat iron balustrades. There are three other entrances ; 
one at the opposite end, facing to Comhill, and the other two in 
the opposite centres of the length. The Clerks of the Supreme 
Judicial Court and Court of Common Pleas hold their ofiSces 
upon the first floor, which also serves in bad weather as an 
exchange for the mercantile part of the community. A range 
of Doric pillars support the floors of the second story, which is 
destined for the accommodation of the General Legislature. The 
Senate Chamber is thirty-two feet square and fifteen feet in 
height, furnished with a convenient lobby for committees to 
transact business in. The Representatives' Chamber is fifty-seven 
and a half feet in lengtii,** thirty-two in breadth, and the same 



•' This figure, fifty-seven and one lialf feet, is an impossibility, being more 
than one-half the length of the building. But thirty-seven and one-half 
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height as the former, with a well-constructed lobby. The third 
or upper story is improved by difTerent committees during the 
session, and has an East, West and South lobby ; beside several 
apartments for publick papers and records. On the centre of the 
roof is a tower, consisting of three stories, finished according to 
the Tuscan, Dorick and lonick orders complete, and from thence 
is a fine prospect of the Harbor and adjacent Country." 

l^he painter's bilP of 1773 also mentions the Lion 
and the Unicorn which crowned the east end of the 
exterior, the carved corner-pieces on the west front, 
the balcony and pediment in front at the main 
window of the Council Chamber, and the steps, 

feet would reach exactly to the line of the curved end of the hall as shown 
on Rogers* plans and now reconstructed. Evidently the writer put his notes 
of the measurements in figures, and either he or his printer mistook thirty- 
seven and one-half for fifty-seven and one-half. The error really confirms 
the exactness of the record. 

'* The following interesting document is printed from the original in the 
collection of Mellen Chamberlain, Esq., of the Boston Public Library: — 

1773. Province Massachusetts Bay to Tho'. Crafts, Jun. Dr. 

To painting State House, Viz. 

To paintK Council Chamber Loby, &c., 402 yards @ 9^., 15 .. 1 .. 6 
To Ditto Representatives Ditto, 426 yards @ 9*., 15 .. 19 .. 6 

To my self & 2 hands, 2 Days and half, taking down & 

putting up Picturs in Council & Representatives ^ 1 .. 17 

Chambers @ 5/, . 
To painting & Gilding Kings Arms, 
To Ditto Ditto Colonies D^, 
To Ditto Codfish, 
To Ditto & Gilding Dial, East End, 
To Ditto Bricks as p*" Agreement, 
To Ditto Lower floor, p' Ditto, 
To Ditto Stair Cases, 208 yards @ 9^., 



10 .. .. 





4 .. .. 





.. 15 .. 




3 .. 10 .. 





47.. 0.. 





14.. 7.. 


4 


7 .. 16 .. 
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which, for a time, reached from the first floor down 
State street.^ 

These features have all been reproduced in the 
restored building. It was, indeed, a question whether 
or not to restoi'e the royal arms upon the east end, 
but a feature so distinctive, architecturally, could not 
be well omitted. Happily, no one will to-day misun- 
derstand the feeling with which we replace this me- 



Maj To 4 Hands, Cleaning & scraping D^., 1 day @ 5/, 
25**» To painting Belconj & Pedemint over it, 80 yards @ 10**., 

To Ditto 10 Lutherin Windows @ /8, 

To Ditto 8 Cants, 30 yards @ 10^., 

To Ditto 2 Carved Corner Pieces, 

To Ditto Lyon & Unicorn, 

To Ditto 3 Pediments over Doors, 30 yards @ 10*., 

To Ditto 54 Window frames, very Dry, @ 4/, 

To Ditto 1442 squares sash @ 12d., 

To Ditto 4 Ox Eye Window frames @ 1/, 

To Ditto Mondilion Cornish outside, 160 yards @ 10**., 

To Ditto Trunks, 60 Yards @ 10<>., 

To writing Gold Letters over Doors, 

To 2 Hands half day, bringing Picturs from Gov™ & 
pun* up, 

To paints 2 Doz Draws, 

To Ditto Rails down front Steps, 4 hands 2 days. 

To cleaning Gov' Burnets Picture & Gild* frame, • 



1 .. .. 





3 .. 6 .. 


8 


4 .. .. 





1 .. 5 .. 





1 .. .. 





X •• • • 





1 .. 5 .. 





10.. 16 .. 





12 .. .. 


4 


.. 4 .. 





6 .. 13 ;. 


4 


2.. 1 .. 


8 


12 .. 





6.. 


Q 


4.. 





3 .. .. 





1 .. 16 .. 





£ 171 .. 3 .. 10 
60 yards painting short charg* @ 9<*., 2 .. 6 .. 



£173 .. 8 .. 10 



■3 These steps are in the picture painted in 1801, owned by the Historical 
Society, but were removed before the view in 1821 was taken. They are 
in the view of 1785 also, and are mentioned in 1791. 
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mento of our colonial days, — a recognition merely of 
the facts of history, neither forgetful of the protec- 
tion which the mother country once extended, nor 
boastful of the change which has given us a national 
coat-of-arms, a national flag, and a supreme govern- 
ment, at least equal to those which we renounced a 
century ago.^ 

It is certain that prior to the fire in 1747, the town 
had ceased to regard the Town House as its partic- 
ular pride. In 1740 Peter Faneuil had offered to 
the town a building for a market and a Town Hall, 
and though it was accepted only by a vote of 367 
against '360, the work was accomplished. On the 
13th September, 1742, the first town-meeting was 
held there, and Faneuil Hall was solemnly so entitled. 
(S. G. Drake, Hist. Boston, p. 611.) On October 
6, 1742, ^^ in conformity with a vote of the Town for 
removing the Town's Books and papers to Faneuil 
Hall, voted that the Town Clerk move said Books 
and papers belonging to the Town, forthwith, and 
that Mr. Savell provide Coal for the selectmen at 
their meeting there on Wednesday next." 

The first meeting .of the selectmen there was on 
October 13, 1742. From this time therefore Faneuil 



** In delivering this address the words "royal arms '* wore used, and are 
therefore retained. Evidence will be found in Appendix D to justify the 
opinion that the Lion and Unicorn were the supporters to the Province 
coat-of-arms, and that they figured here in that capacity. 
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Hall became the Town Hall, and the building on 
State street became more especially the place for the 
Legislature and Courts. 

One other vote of the selectmen at this time may 
be reproduced as showing the dissatisfaction of the 
town: ^^May 16, 1744. In consideration of the 
difficult circumstances of the Province, especially of 
the Town of Boston, and the little advantage in 
cleaning the glass at the Town House, voted that 
that expense and charge be saved for the present 
year." 

A brief account of Faneuil Hall and its vicissi- 
tudes will be found in Appendix E. 



Having thus considered the history of the walls of 
this building, let us review the scenes which took 
place therein. During the administration of Shirley 
(1741-1757), and of Pownall (1757-1760), the 
colony was undoubtedly loyal. The great expendi- 
tures made by England to carry out the favorite wish 
of the colonists, by the overthrow of the French 
power in America, had not only pleased but enriched 
the sea-board colonies. Many of our citizens sei-ved 
with credit in the various armies which attacked 
Canada; many others had served in the navy or the 
transport service, and Boston especially had become 
accustomed to the presence of English troops and 
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Crown officials. Shirley had identified himself with 
the colony, had built a house here and reared a 
family amid Bostonian suiToundings. His ardor in 
military affairs led him to be less strenuous in smaller 
civil matters, and he had acquiesced in such encroach- 
ments by the Legislature as restrained the power of 
the Crown or the influence of the Governor. 

PownalFs short rule of three years was noteworthy 
mainly for its military record.^ 

In August, 1760, Francis Bernard arrived here to 
succeed Pownall, and, five months later, news was 
received of the accession of George III. With the 
new King and the new Governor begins the closing 
chapter of our colonial history. This is not the 
time to attempt to describe the causes which led to 
the Revolution, except in so far as any important 
events took place in this building. Here, under this 
roof, indeed, were encamped the hostile forces of the 
civil government. In this room the Royal Governor 

** John Adams says (Works, x., 241-4), " Pownall was a Whig, a friend 
of liberty, a lover of his country, and he considered North America a part 
of his country as much as England, Scotland, or Ireland/' — ** Pownall, 
when he came into administration, thought there ought to be a good 
understanding between the capital and country, and a harmony between 
both and the goTemment. This conciliatory and comprehensive system 
was too refined and too sublime for human nature in this contentious, 
warring world.*' — '* Pownall was the most constitutional and national 
Governor, in my opinion, who ever represented the crown in this province. 
He engaged in no intrigues, he favored no conspiracies against the liber- 
ties of America/' 
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and his generally subservient Council could listen to 
the applause which greeted the impassioned elo- 
quence of the popular leaders of the Representatives 
in the adjoining hall, as they gradually developed the 
ideas of ^' No representation, no taxation," and " Ifo 
representation, no legislation," as Hutchinson scorn- 
fully termed them. (Hist., iii., 164.) How often 
must these lobbies and entries have been thronged by 
the citizens of Boston, anxious to catch the latest in- 
telligence of royal obstinacy or of popular indigna- 
tion ! In those days the press was so circumscribed 
in its province, that the news was only to be ob- 
tained by contact with the actors ; and here was the 
centre of all that absorbed the attention of the com- 

« 

munity, Th6 town-meetings were held at Faneuil . 
Hall,^® and when more room was needed, they ad- 
journed to the Old South Church. Yet, powerftil 
as was the influence of Boston, the citizens could 
only issue instructions to their representatives in the 
august body, which, in these halls, spoke in the 
name of the entire colony. It will be necessary to 
give a few instances of the occurrences in these 
apartments, from the evidence of the actors therein. 

** It is often forgotten that Faneuil Hall prior to A.D. 1808 was much 
smaller than it now is. The addition of another storj and an extension on 
the south side added greatly to the space. Of course these changes have 
^ not destroyed the identity of the building, but they are much greater than 
those made in these Memorial Halls, where only one wall has been replaced 
in each room. (Consult, on this point, Appendix £. ) 
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In 1761, soon after Bernard's arrival, James Otis, 
Jr., aroused the public by his famous plea against 
the Writs of Assistance. John Adams has ad- 
mirably described the scene in tjiis hall, in a letter 
written to a friend in 1817. (Life and "Works, Vol. 
X., pp. 246-248.) 

**The scene is the Council chamber in the old Town House in 
Boston. The date is in the month of February, 1<61, nine years 
before you entered my oflSce in Cole lane. As this was five years 
before you entered college, you must have been in the second 
form of Master Loveirs school. 

" That Council chamber was as respectable an apartment as the 
House of Commons or the House of Lords in Great Britain, in 
proportion, or that in the State House in Philadelphia, in which 
the Declaration of Independence was signed in 1776. In this 
chamber, round a great fire, were seated five judges, with Lieu- 
tenant-Governor Hutchinson at their head as Chief Justice, all 
arrayed in their new, fresh, rich robes of scarlet English broad- 
cloth ; in their large cambric bands and immense judicial wigs. 

'• In this chamber were seated at a long table all the barristers- 
at-law of Boston and of the neighboring county of Middlesex, 
in gowns, bands, and tie wigs. They were not seated on ivory 
chairs, but their dress was more solemn and more pompous than 
that of the Roman Senate, when the Gauls broke in upon them. 

'' In the corner of the room must be placed as a spectator 
and an auditor, wit, sense, imagination, genius, pathos, reason, 
prudence, eloquence, learning and immense reading, hanging 
b}^ the shoulders on two crutches, covered with a great cloth 
coat, in the person of Mr. Pratt, who had been solicited on 
both sides, but w^ould engage on neither, being, as Chief Justice 
of New York, about to leave Boston forever. Two portraits. 




A... 
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at more than full length, of King Charles the Second and of 
King James the Second, in splendid golden frames, were hung 
up on the most conspicuous sides of the apartment. If my young 
eyes or old memory have not deceived me, these were as fine pict- 
ures as I ever saw ; the colors of the royal ermines and long, 
flowing robes were the most glowing, the figures the most noble 
and graceful, the features the most distinct and characteristic, far 
superior to those of the king and queen of France in the Senate 
chamber of Congress — these were worthy of the pencils of 
Rubens and Vandyke. There was no painter in England capable 
of them at that time. They had been sent over without frames in 
Governor PownalFs time, but he was no admirer of Charles or 
James. The pictures were stowed away in a garret, among 
rubbish, until Governor Bernard came, who had them cleaned, 
superbly framed, and placed in council for the admiration and 
imitation of all men — no doubt with the advice and concurrence 
of Hutchinson and all his nebula of stars and satellites. 

" One circumstance more. , Samuel Quincy and John Adams had 
been admitted barristers at that term. John* was the youngest ; 
he should be painted looking like a short, thick archbishop of 
Canterbury, seated at the table with a pen in his hand, lost in 
admiration, now and then minuting those poor notes which j'our 
pupil. Judge Minot, has printed in his history, with some interpo- 
lations." 

He then proceeds to describe the characters in the 
drama, and thus depicts the chief : — 

" But Otis was a flame of fire. With a promptitude of classical 
allusions, a depth of research, a rapid summary of historical 
events and dates, a profusion of legal authorities, a prophetic 
glance of his eye into futurity, and a torrent of Impetuous 
eloquence, he hurried away everything before him. American 
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independence was then and there born ; the seeds of patriots and 
heroes were then and there sown, to defend the vigorous youth, 
the non sine Diis animosus infans. Every man of a crowded 
audience appeared to me to go away, as I did, ready to take 
arms against writs of assistance. Then and there was the first 
scene of the first act of opposition to the arbitrary claims of Great 
Britain. Then and there the child Independence was born." 

The immediate result was a modification of the 
form of the writs ; but the greater consequence was 
the prominence of Otis, and the attention called to 
the oppressive character of the English revenue laws 
when applied to this country. 

A lull succeeded in the political atmosphere for 
the next two years, and the news of the peace with 
France, received here in May, 1763, was joyfully 
welcomed. Soon, however, the clouds gathered, 
indicative of the coming storm. The vast expense 
of the war rendered new taxes inevitable; unfor- 
tunately, the consideration of the renewal of a tax 
which had just expired, — one on the importation 
of molasses into the colonies, — led the Grenville 
ministry to determine ^^ to raise by a stamp duty, 
or in some other way, a sum from America, sufficient 
to ease government in part from the future charges 
which might be necessary there." (Hutchinson, iii., 
109.) 

In April, 1765, news was received of the passage 
of the act, and popular opposition was at once 
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excited. On the birthday of the Prince of Wales, 
August 12, it was concerted to hang the appointed 
distributor of stamps in effigy. This was done two 
days later, the image being suspended from the 
Liberty Tree, which stood on the corner of Essex 
and Washington streets. The Council was hastily 
assembled, but prudently advised that nothing be 
done, hoping that the matter would end there. 

'' Before night the image was taken down, and carried through 
the Town House, in the chamber whereof the Governor and 
Council were sitting. Forty or fifty tradesmen, decently dressed, 
preceded ; and some thousands of the mob followed down King 
street to Oliver's dock, near which Mr. Oliver had lately erected 
a building, which, it was conjectured, he designed for a stamp 
oflSce. This was laid flat to the ground in a few minutes. From 
thence the mob proceeded for Fort Hill, but Mr. Oliver's house 
being in the way, they endeavored to force themselves into it, and 
being opposed, broke the windows, beat down the doors, entered, 
and destroyed part of his furniture, and continued in riot until 
midnight before they separated." (Hutchinson, iii., 121.) 

On the evening of August 26 a mob collected in 
King street, ^^ drawn there by a bonfire, and well 
supplied with strong drink." They plundered the 
cellars of the comptroller of customs, and then 
marched to the house of Thomas Hutchinson, in Gar- 
den court, near Fleet street, where, all night long, 
undisturbed by the frightened neighborhood, the work 
of destruction went on. These inexcusable outrages 
were promptly disavowed in town-meeting, and most 
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probably were the work of those turbulent and law- 
less men who always appear whenever authority is 
suspended, to dishonor and injure the cause they 
nominally support. 

When the Legislature met, on October 24, 1765, 
Boston was represented by a new member, — Samuel 
Adams, — then first "the recipient of high office, but 
already a leader among the advocates of independ- 
ence. Otis was in New York, attending a conven- 
tion of delegates from the various colonies, which 
had been convoked by royal authority. The diflfer- 
ence in the political views of these leaders was 
marked, though it did not prevent their unison in 
many points. Otis believed that Parliament was su- 
preme, but that the Colonies were entitled to repre- 
sentation therein. Adams ^^ professed principles, 
which he owned without reserve in private discourse, 
to be independency; and, from time to time, he made 
advances towards it in publick, as far as would serve 
the great purpose of attaining to it. To his influence 
may be attributed the great advance made in this 
session." (Hutchinson, iii., 134.) On the 29th of 
October, in the adjoining hall, the House passed the 
famous Resolves, prepared by Samuel Adams, one of 
which declares, ^^ That all acts made by any power 
whatever, other than the General Assembly of this 
Province, imposing taxes on the inhabitants, are 
infringements of our inherent and unalienable rights 
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as men and British subjects, and render void the 
most valuable declarations of our charter." 

To be sure, this was coupled with a declaration of 
loyalty to the Crown and to ParUament; but the first 
resolve contained a political truth, and the last a 
politic profession. 

On May 16, 1766, the news of the repeal of the 
Stamp Act was received here, and caused universal 
rejoicing. In September the Rockingham-Shelburne 
ministry came into power, and was believed to be 
friendly to the Colonies. The Governor here had 
several disputes with the Legislature, the Council 
displayed unusual independence, and the influence of 
Adams, now promoted to the office of Clerk of the 
House,^ was steadily on the increase. The same state 
of affairs characterized the whole of the following 
year, 1767, until, in the autumn, news was received 
of the passage of an act levying ^^ small duties on 
paper, glass, and painters' colors, imported into 
America; to take off 12d., which had been charged 
in England on every pound of tea exported, and to 
lay 3d. only, payable upon its importation into 
America.'' (Hutchinson, iii., 179.) Commissioners 
were appointed to enforce the customs' laws, and an 

'^ *'The office having some emolament, it had generally been filled by one 
of the members, who took the same share in debating and voting as if 
he had not been clerk, and rather acquired than lost influence by being so." 
(Hutchinson, iii., 148.) 
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act was passed legalizing the writs of assistance, 
under which search was made for smuggled goods. 

In February, 1768, the House passed a bill order- 
ing letters to be written to the other colonies, ^^ with 
respect to the importance of joining with them in 
petitioning His Majesty at this time." This was 
Adams' measure, — a potent weapon in the coming 
conflict. Another resolve was, ^Hhat this House will, 
by all prudent means, endeavor to discountenance 
the use of foreign superfluities, and to encourage the 
manufactures of this Province." 

The English government demanded the rescinding 
the vote authorizing the Circular Letter, but the 
House, by a vote of 92 to 17, refused obedience. 
" The galleries were cleared, and all communication 
with the other Board or from the outside, was shut 
off during the debate." (Life of S. Adams, i., iii.) 
Even a committee of the Council, with certain reso- 
lutions of that branch, was refused admittance. 

The House was prorogued the same day, and 
dissolved the next day, but not till it had passed an 
address to the King, asking for the removal of Gov- 
ernor Bernard. 

An ill-advised measure at this time added to the 
popular discontent. Owing to Bernard's representa- 
tions, it had been decided that one or two regiments 
should be sent from Halifax to Boston. On hearing 
of the riots here, the government in England ordered 
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two more regiments from Ireland. The news of the 
first order was received in Boston about the begin- 
ning of September, 1768, and, as the Legislature was 
not expected to meet for a year, the town-meeting of 
Boston took action. On learning from the Governor 
that the troops were soon to arrive, — one regiment 
for the Castle and two for the town, — the meeting 
voted to hold a convention on September 22, of 
delegates from all the other towns, ^^iii order that 
such measures may be concerted and advised, as His 
Majesty's service and the peace and safety of his 
subjects in the province may require." As Hutchin- 
son says (Hist., iii., 205), ^4t must be allowed by. all, 
that the proceedings of this meeting had a greater 
tendency towards a revolution in government than 
any preceding measures in any of the colonies. The 
inhabitants of one town alone took upon them to 
convene an assembly from all the towns, that, in 
everything but in name, would be a House of Repre- 
sentatives." A most just comment; and let us 
to-day be proud of the fact that the town thus 
assuming the lead was Boston. Although the result 
of the meeting, which was duly held at Faneuil Hall, 
was not as tangible as was hoped, it showed the 
colonists how to proceed towards a rebellion whilst 
preserving the forms of law. The convention ad- 
journed September 29, the day after the fleet and 
soldiers reached Nantasket. The troops, amounting 
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to one thousand men, under Lieutenant-Colonel Dal- 
rymple, landed without opposition. One regiment 
pitched their tents on the Common; the others 
were marched to Faneuil Hall, and, after some dis- 
pute, were sheltered there for one night. ^^ The next 
day. Gov. Bernard ordered the doors of the Town 
House to be opened, except that of the Council 
Chamber; and such part were lodged there as Fan- 
euil Hall rooms would not accommodate. The rep- 
resentatives' room was filled, in common with the 
rest." (Hutchinson, iii., 212.) 

Gen. Gage was summoned from New York, and 
the Council attempted to find a way to satisfy both 
sides. The result was that houses were hired for the 
troops, but in the immediate vicinity of the Town 
House. The quartering of troops at this spot was 
• felt keenly by the province. The next town-meeting 
demanded of Gen. Mackay, then in command, the 
removal of the troops on election day. He replied 
that he could not do this, but would confine them to 
their barracks. When the Legislature met, in May, 
1769, its first work, after organizing, was to resolve 
that, ^^an armament by sea and land investing the 
metropolis, and a military guard, with cannon pointed 
at the very door of the State House, where this As- 

sembly is held, is inconsistent with that dignity, as 

« 

well as that freedom, with which we have a right to 
deliberate, consult, and determine." They added 



OLD STATE HOUSE RE-DEDICATION. 79 

that they expected the Governor to order the removal 
of these forces during the session of the Assembly. 
As they refused to transact business while the troops 
remained, and as the Governor would not consent, he 
adjourned the Legislature to Cambridge. Finally, 
two regiments were sent back to Halifax, the 14th 
and 29th remaining here. 

Another deeply exciting trial at this time inten- 
sified the popular indignation. 

April 22, 1769, a press-gang from the ^^ Rose '^ 
frigate, under Lieut. Panton, boarded a ship owned 
by Mr. Hooper, of Marblehead, on her return from 
Bilboa. Michael Corbet and three others resisted, 
and the officer, Panton, was shot. Hence a trial in 
July, by a special Court of Admiralty, of these four 
sailors on a charge of piracy and murder. John 
Adams (Works, X., 205-207) says, that at the open- 
ing of the trial, on the presentation of the prisoners' 
pleas, Hutchinson moved ^Hhat the Court should 
adjourn to the Council Chamber." ^^ The pidsoners 
were remanded ; parties, witnesses, counsel, audience, 
dismissed ; and the Court adjourned to the Council 
Chamber, where they remained in secret conclave 
till late in the evening." 

^^ The Court met again early next morning, in 
secret conclave in the Council Chamber." The plea 
of the defence was, that the act was justified homi- 
cide, and this was the decision of the Court. 
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Adams adds, ^^ One circumstance is too charac- 
teristic to be omitted. The counsel for the prisoners, 
descending from the chamber where the Court sat, to 
the lower floor of the Court House, was met at the 
bottom of the stairs by the boatswain of the ^ Rose.' 
^Sir,' said he, ^we are all greatly obliged to you 
for your noble conduct in defence of these brave 
fellows; yet, sir, this is the employment in which 
I have been almost constantly engaged for twenty 
years, fighting with honest men to deprive them of 
their liberty. I always thought I ought to he 
hanged for it, and now I know it." 

Bernard was recalled, and sailed on July 31, 
1769, amid demonstrations of popular joy. By 
his departure the duties devolved upon Thomas 
Hutchinson, the lieutenant-governor, a native of 
Boston, a man of fortune and eminent abilities, 
but alreadv distasteful to his fellow-citizens as the 
ablest defender of the roj-alist views in the colony. 
He came to the command in times which were daily 
becoming more turbulent, and, having persistently 
taken the part of the Crown, he has justly forfeited 
all claims to the respect of the descendants of the 
rebels. 

During the autumn of 1769 the bitter feeling 
between the colonists and the loyalists rapidly 
increased. James Otis was dangerously wounded 
in an affray with a Crown officer in the British 
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Coffee House, which stood on State street, at the 
present No. 66. It is probable that the violence 
he then received completed the overthrow of his 
intellect, and, thenceforward, he ceased to lead in 
public affairs. On the 22d of February, 1770, a 
local riot led to the shooting, by one Richardson, 
of a boy named Christopher Snyder, the first vic- 
tim to the evil passions excited by the state of 

affairs. 

The merchants of the town had been nearly 
unanimous in giving effect to the popular wish to 
prevent the importation of English goods, although 
the taxes had been taken off of all impoi'ts except 
tea. Early in 1770, however, a new turn was given 
to popular thought, by what is known as the State- 
street Massacre. From these windows we overlook 
the scene of this famous event, but it has been too 
often described to need more than the briefest 
reference. A fight between the soldiers and the 
workmen at Gray's rope walk, on March 2, 1770, 
had raised a resentment in the minds of the troops, 
which led to fatal results. On Monday evening, 
March 5th, the soldiers began to show signs of 
insubordination. In and around their barracks, in 
Dock square, they assailed the passers-by with 
threats and blows. The boys of the town rang 
the bell in the First Church, and the citizens began 
to throng towards the Town House. A large 
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crowd gathered in Dock square, for, in those days, 
a few minutes' walk would bring every householder 
to the centre of the town. Here a leader, pre- 
sumably AVilliam Molineaux, advised the people to 
disperse — a counsel followed by part, while others 
started for State street. The Custom House stood 
at the corner of State and Exchange streets, and 
there a sentinel was posted. A crowd of boys 
assaulted him with snowballs, until a messenger 
was sent hastily to the guard-house near by. Some 
seven or eight men, under Capt. Preston, at once 
nished to the relief of the guard, loaded quickly, 
and stood at bay. The mob pressed upon them, 
striking their muskets, and otherwise insulting 
them, being evidently of the belief that the soldiers 
would not fire. The order was given to present 
arms, and then to tire, though it was never dis- 
covered who gave the fatal word. A rambling fire 
by the guard, at these close quarters, killed three 
persons and w^ounded eight others. 

At once the partisans of each side rushed to the 
spot. The soldiers were drawn up in order of 
battle, but remained under the control of their 
oflicers. The bells of the churches aroused the 
alarmed inhabitants, who thronged the street to 
gaze upon the blood-stained snow, which testified 
to the awful tragedy. A few hastened to summon 
Gov. Hutchinson, who, ^^ to satisfy the people, called 
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for Captain Preston, and inquired why he fired 
upon the inhabitants without the direction of a 
civil magistrate. The noise was so great that his 
answer could not be understood, and some, who 
were apprehensive of the lieutenant-governor's dan- 
ger from the general confusion, called out, ^The 
Town House I the Town House ! ' and, with irre- 
sistible violence, he was forced up by the crowd 
into the Council Chamber. There, demand was 
immediately made of him to order the troops to 
withdraw from the Town House to their barracks. 
He refused to comply, and, calling from the bal- 
cony, to the great body of people which remained 
in the street, he expressed his great concern at the 
unhappy event, assured them he would do every- 
thing in his power in order to a full and impartial 
inquiry, that the law might have its course, and 
advised them to go peaceably to their several 
homes. Upon this there was a cry, ^ Home I home I 
and a great part separated and went home.'' — 
(Hutchinson, iii., 273.) 

Captain Preston and the soldiers implicated sur- 
rendered themselves before morning, and were com- 
mitted to prison. This was not sufficient to satisfy 
the people, and a town-meeting was held in Faneuil 
Hall. The selectmen had already waited upon 
Hutchinson, in this chamber, to demand the removal 
of the troops from the town. He repeated that he 
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had not the power, but summoned Colonels Dal- 
rymple and Carr to confer with the Council. 

When the selectmen reached the meeting Samue^ 
Adams addressed it. A committee of fifteen, headed 
by Adams, proceeded to the Council Chamber to 
repeat the demand for the removal of the troops. 
The committee presented its message and withdrew 
into another room to wait for an answer. Dalrymple 
consented to withdraw the 29th Regiment to the 
Castle, and the Council adjourned till the afl:emoon, 
in hopes that the concession would prove enough. 

At three o'clock the town-meeting reassembled, 
but adjourned to the Old South Church to accommo- 
date the increasing crowds. ^^The committee, led 
by Samuel Adams, his head bared in reverence to 
the occasion, and his gray locks flowing in the wind, 
issued from the Council Chamber." Through a 
crowd reaching to the church the committee silently 
passed, and, in the presence of three thousand eager 
listeners, the proposal of the royal Governor was 
announced. It was at once voted to be insuflSicient, 
and a new committee, with the same leader, was 
appointed to make a final demand. 

John Adams (Life and Works, Vol. X., p. 249) 
has eloquently described the scene in the following 
words : — 

"Now for the picture. The tlieatre and the scenery are the 
same with those at the discussion of writs of assistance. The 
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same glorious portraits of King Charles 11. and King James II., 
to which might be added, and should be added, little miserable 
likenesses of Governor Winthrop, Governor Bradstreet, Governor 
Endicott, and Governor Belcher, hung up in obscure corners of the 
room. Lieutenant-Governor Hutchinson, Commander-in-Chief in 
the absence of the Governor, must be placed at the head of the 
council table. Lieutenant-Colonel Dalryraple, Commander-in-Chief 
of His Majesty's military forces, taking rank of all His Majesty's 
counsellors, must be seated by the side of the Lieutenant-Governor 
and Commander-in-Chief of the province. Eight and twenty 
counsellors must be painted, all seated at the council board. Let 
me see — what costume? What was the fashion of that day in the 
month of March ? Large white wigs, English scarlet cloth cloaks, 
some of them with gold-laced hats, not on their heads, indeed, in so 
august a presence, but on the table before them, or under the table 
beneath them. Before these illustrious personages appeared 
Samuel Adams, a member of the House of Representatives, and 
their clerk, now at the head of the committee of the great 
assembly at the Old South Church." 

*'Such was the situation of affairs when Samuel Adams was 
reasoning with Lieutenant-Governor Hutchinson and Lieutenant- 
Colonel Dairy mple. He had fairly driven them from all their out- 
works, breastworks, and intrenchments to their citadel. There 
they paused and considered and deliberated. The heads of 
Hutchinson and Dalrymple were laid together in whispers for a 
long time ; when the whispering ceased, a long and Solemn pause 
ensued, extremely painful to an impatient, expecting audience. 
Hutchinson, in time, broke silence ; he had consulted with 
Colonel Dalrymple, and the Colonel had authorized him to say 
that he might order one regiment down to the Castle, if that would 
satisfy the people. With a self -recollection, a self-possession, a 
self-command, a presence of mind that was admired by every man 
present, Samuel Adams arose with an air of dignity and majesty 
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of which he was sometimes capable, stretched forth his arm, 
though even then quivering with palsy, and with an harmonious 
voice and decisive tone said, ' If the Lieutenant-Governor or 
Colonel Dairy mple, or both together, have authority to remove 
one regiment, they have authority to remove two, and nothing 
short of the total evacuation of the town by all the regular troops 
will satisfy the public mind or preserve the peace of the province.' 
"These few words thrilled the veins of every man in the 
audience, and produced the great result. After a little awkward 
hesitation it was agreed that the town should be evacuated and 
both regiments sent to the Castle." 

Hutchinson's own account of the affair agrees 
substantially with this, though throwing the respon- 
sibility upon Col. Dalryniple. On March 10 and 
11 the two regiments were removed to the Castle. 



Surely such an event as this must render this hall 
forever memorable. Whatever else had been done, 
at other times and places, here was taken the first 
open step toward successful rebellion. A govern- 
ment which removes its military force from a fort, 
a town, or a province, at the demand of its subjects, 
can hope to regain its ascendancy in the future only 
by the display of an irresistible armament in the 
same place. Hutchinson, who well understood the 
position, wrote to a friend, in March, 1770: ^^The 
body of the people are all of a mind, and there is 
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no stemming the torrent. It is the common lan- 
guage of Adams and the rest, that they are not 
to be intimidated by acts of Parliament, for they 
will not be executed here. . . . We are most 
certainly every day confirming ourselves in our 

principles of independence ; and tells me he 

is fully convinced that nothing but sharp external 
force will bring Boston into a state of due subordi- 
nation." (Life of S. Adams, i., 335.) 

The Legislature was convened in March, 1770, 
at Cambridge, despite their protest that the writs 
specified that the meeting was ^^to be held at the 
Town House in Boston." Samuel Adams, John 
Adams, John Hancock, and Joseph Hawley, were 
the leaders in the House, ably assisted by James 
Bowdoin in the Council. 

In October the trial of Capt. Preston and his 
soldiers was held in this hall, John Adams and 
Josiah Quincy, Jr., acting as their counsel, and 
Preston was fully acquitted. Two of the soldiers 
were convicted of manslaughter. 

^^ The trials were far from satisfactory to the prose- 
cutors ; and, in a short time, a great part of the 
people were induced to believe the acquittals unjust 
and contrary to evidence ; and the killing of the men 
was declared to be a horrid massacre, with the same 
freedom as if the jury had found those conecrned in 
it guilty of murder. A few days after the trial. 
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while the Court continued to sit, an incendiary paper \ 
was posted up, in the night, upon the door of the 
Town House, complaining of the Court for cheating 
the injured people with a show of justice, and calling 
upon them to rise and free the world from such 
domestick tyrants." (Hutchinson, iii., 330.) 

The removal of the train-band from the Castle 
and its delivery to the royal forces, was another 
groimd of oflfence to the colonists. 

In March, 1771, Hutchinson's commission as 
Governor arrived, and he met the Legislatm^e at 
Cambridge as before. In the preceding year he had 
vetoed the election of eleven of his Council, as they 
were of the popular side. In this year he accepted 
them all, except John Hancock and Jerathmeel 
Bowers. The reported disagreement between Han- 
cock and Adams, and the fact that the latter was 
opposed in his election in May, 1772, by two hundred 
and eighteen votes in seven hundred and twenty- 
three at the Boston meeting, probably influenced the 
Governor to allow the Legislature, in 1772, to return 
to its old apartments in this building. 

As I confine myself to what was done herej I pass 
over the various events which tended to hasten the 
final rupture. But it was in the adjoining hall, after 
ordering the galleries to be cleared, that Samuel 
Adams produced those confidential letters of Hutch- 
inson to his English friends, which convinced the 
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public that there was no safety for any of the 
opponents of the government. 

In 1773 it became known that the experiment was 
to be made of shipping tea to this country and of 
collecting the duty upon it. 

On November 28, 1773, the tea arrived, and, as 
Hutchinson bitterly remarks, ^^ while the Governor 
and Council were sitting on the Monday in the Coun- 
cil Chamber, and known to be consulting upon means 
for preserving the peace of the town, several thou- 
sands, inhabitants of Boston and other towns, were 
assembled in a publick meeting-house, at a small 
distance, in direct opposition and defiance." We all 
know the result: that, after exhausting all peaceable 
means for the return of the ^^ detested herb,'' a body 
of patriots, illegally but rightly, took the responsi- 
bility of consigning three hundred and forty-two 
chests of tea to the waves of Boston Harbor. ^^ This 
was the boldest stroke which had yet been struck in 
America. . . . Their leaders feared no consequences. 
. . . They had gone too far to recede. If the colo- 
nies were subject to the supreme authority and laws 
of Great Britain, their offences long since had been 
of the highest nature. . . . And it is certain that, 
ever after this time, an opinion was easily instilled, 
and was constantly increasing, that the body of the 
people had also gone too far to recede, and that an 
open and general revolt must be the consequence; 
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and it was not long before actual preparations were 
visibly making for it in most parts of the province." 
(Hutchinson, iii., 439.) 

Of course this proceeding could not be ignored by 
Parliament, and, in March, 1774, the Boston Port 
Bill, closing the port during the pleasure of the King, 
was passed, with other acts taking all the power 
from the people or their representatives, and giving 
it to the Crown. Persons accused of rioting could 
be sent to England for trial, and special orders were 
given for the arrest of Samuel Adams and other 
leaders. 

On May 17, 1774, Thomas Gage, the commander- 
in-chief of all the troops in this country, arrived in 
Boston, commissioned as Governor of the province. 
Landing at Long Wharf, he was escorted up State 
street by the Boston Cadets, under the command of 
Hancock. In this hall he was duly sworn into office, 
and from the balcony the usual proclamation was made. 

The last session of the Legislature held under the 
royal government was at Salem, on June 7, 1774. It 
was dissolved on the 17th, after it had provided for 
the appointment of James Bowdoin, Thomas Cush- 
ing, Samuel Adams, John Adams, and Robert Treat 
Paine, as delegates to the Congi'ess to be held at 
Philadelphia. Thenceforward the old government 
was extinct. In the following year a Provincial 
Congress, elected by the people, assembled at Water- 
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town, to exercise powers acknowledged by all the 
citizens of the new State. In Boston, the royal Gov- 
ernor, with his select board of thh'ty counsellors, 
appointed by himself, kept up for a while the farce of 
civic government. The true authority was in his 
hands as commanding the troops, and his oJEcial 
residence was at the Province House, opposite the 
head of Milk street. 

Hardly anything is on record in regard to the 
Town House during the siege. It is stated that it 
was used as a barracks ; certainly, after the evacua- 
tion of the town, no complaint was made of any 
injiu^y done to it by the troops.^ On the 19th of 
April, 1775, the battle of Lexington was fought; on 
the 17th of June following, the battle of Bunker Hill. 
On the 10th October, 1775, Gage was recalled to 
England, and, during his absence. Gen. Howe com- 

'^As an evidence of the demoralization during the last few days of 
British rule, when private houses were openly robbed by Crean and his 
Tory associates, we find that on March 14, 1776, Gen Howe issued the 
following proclamation : — 

**The commander-in-chief, finding, notwithstanding former orders that 
have been given to forbid plundering, houses have been forced open and 
robbed, he is therefore under a necessity of declaring to the troops that 
the first soldier who is caught plundering will be hanged on the spot. 

** The commander-in-chief, having been informed that depredations have 
been committed in the Town House, offers the following rewards to any 
person or persons who shall convict any person or persons of cutting 
and defacing the King's and Queen's picture, and destroying the records and 
other public papers, viz.: For the King's picture, £50; for the Queen's 
picture, £50; for other pictures, records, and public papers, £20." 
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manded on the sea-board, and Gen. Carleton in 
Canada. On the 17th of March, 1776, the British 
troops evacuated the town; and, on the 20th, the 
main body of the American army marched in. 

On the 29th of March, the citizens of Boston 
held a regular meeting for the election of town 
officers, in the Old Brick Church, Faneuil Hall 
having been fitted up as a theatre by the British 
officers. 

On the 18th of July, 1776, the Declaration of 
Independence ^^ was made public, with great parade 
and exultation, from the balcony on the east end.'' ^ 



**** Thursday last, pursuant to the order of the Honorable Council, 
proclaimed from the balcony of the State House in this town the Declara- 
Hon of the American Congress^ absolving the United Colonies from their 
allegiance to the British crown, and declaring them free and independent 
iStateB. There were present on the occasion in the council chamber a 
committee of council, a number of the Honorable House of Representatives, 
the magistrates, selectmen, and other gentlemen of Boston and the neigh- 
boring towns, also the commission officers of the Continental regiments 
stationed here, and other officers. Two of these regiments were under 
arms in King street, formed into three lines on the north side of the street 
and in thirteen divisions, and a detachment from the Massachusetts regi- 
ment of artillery, with two pieces of cannon, was on their right wing. 
At one o'clock the Declaration was proclaimed by Colonel Thomas Crafts, 
which was received with great joy, expressed by three huzzas from a 
great concourse of people assembled on the occasion. After which, on 
a sigrnal given, thirteen pieces of cannon were fired from the fort on Fort- 
hill; the forts at Dorchester Neck, the Castle, Nantasket, and Point Alder- 
ton likewise discharged their cannon. Then the detachment of artillery 
fired their cannon thirteen times, which was followed by the two regiments 
giving their fire from the thirteen divisions in succession. These firings 
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The State government, which consisted of the 
Legislature without a Goyemor, still remained at 
Watertown. The session for 1776 begun May 29, 
and continued, by one prorogation and one adjourn- 
ment, until the 12th of November, when it was 
transferred to Boston. The ^^ Boston Gazette," of 
November 4, announces its own removal from 
Watertown to the printing-office opposite the Court 
House, in"- Queen street, and in its next issue, 
Monday, November 11, states, ^^ Saturday last, the 
General Assembly of this State adjourn'd from 
Watertown, to meet at the State House in this 
Town, Tomorrow, at Ten o'clock." 

On November 16, 1776, seventeen Councillors 



corresponded to the number of the American States united. The ceremony 
was closed with a proper collation to the gentlemen in the council chamber ; 
during which the following toasts were given by the president of the 
council, and heartily pledged by the company, viz. : — 
" ' Prosperity and perpetuity to the United States of America.' 
'**The American Congress.' 

** * General Washington, and success to the arms of the United States.' 
'**The downfall of tyrants and tyranny.' 
** * The universal prevalence of civil and religious liberty.' 
"*The friends of the United States in all quarters of the globe.' 
'* The bells in town were rung on the occasion; and undissembled festivity 
cheered and brightened every face. 

** On the same evening, the King's Arms, and every sign with any resem- 
blance of it, whether Lion and Crown, Pestle and Mortar and Crown, 
Heart and Crown, etc. , together with every sign that belonged to a Tory, 
were taken down, and the latter made a general conflagration of in King 
Btreet.** — yew England OhronicU for July 25, 1776, 
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signed a proclamation, " given at the Council Cham- 
ber in Boston," for a Thanksgiving to be observed 
on December 12 following. 

The various State officials also returned to this 
building, which continued in use as the State 
House, for nearly twenty years. In 1780 the State 
Constitution was adopted, and John Hancock, the 
first Governor of the State, was installed here, to 
the great delight of his fellow-townsmen. James 
Bowdoin, Samuel Adams, and Increase Sumner, 
succeeded Hancock, and presided in this chamber. 

In 1782 a great reception was given in the 
Council Chamber to the French fleet and army, 
then returning to Europe. 

On the 23d of April, 1783, the Proclamation of 
Peace was received here, "and the sheriff of the 
County of Suffolk, Joseph Henderson, Esq., an- 
nounced the same from the balcony of the State 
House, at one o'clock, before which a large con- 
course of the most respectable inhabitants of the 
town were assembled, who demonstrated by three 
loud huzzas, their joy upon this occasion. After 
which, thirteen cannon, from the fortresses at the 
Castle, and the same number at Fort Hill, were 
fired.'' 

In 1785 the view of the Old State House here 
annexed was used on the title-page of the ^^ Boston 
Magazine." It is interesting as showing that the 
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Province Arms, or their supporters, had disap- 
peared from the eastern front, but that the scrolls 
had not been substituted; and that the steps were 
then in place. It also shows that at that date 
this building was regarded as a peculiarly Bos- 



tonian structure, and therefore figured on the front 
page of a Boston book. 

In October, 1789, Washington visited Boston, 
and reviewed the procession in his honor from a 
balcony erected from the centre window of the 
Representatives' Hall. 

Of course Washington had seen the State House 
in 1776, when he entered the town with his victo- 
rious troops; but, on this occasion, the building was 
the centre of the pageant in his honor. We copy 
from the ^^ Massachusetts Magazine " for January, 
1790, a view therein engraved, and the following 
^^ Description of the Triumphal Arch and Colonnade, 
erected at Boston, in honour of the President of the 
United States, October 24, 1789. — The Triumphal 
Arch (designed by Mr. C. Bulfinch) was 18 feet 
high, composed of a centre arch 14 feet wide, and 
one on each side, of 7 feet, with an lonick pilaster and 
proper imposts between them. The frieze exhibited 
13 stars on a blue ground, and a handsome white, 
defitulo cornice was carried to the height of the 
platform; above was painted a balustrade of inter- 
laced work, in the centre of which was an oval tablet. 
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with the foltowing inscriptions: on one side, ^ To 
the Man who unites all Hearts^ and on the other, 
' To Columhia's favourite Son.' At the end 
adjoining the State House was a panel decorated 
with a Trophy, composed of the arms of the United 
States, of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and 
of our French Allies, crowned with a laurel wreath ; 
over these an inscription, ^Boston relieved, March 
17,1776,^ — as a proof of a grateful remembrance 
of the service rendered the town by the illustrious 
President in his military character. Over the centre 
arch, a rich canopy, of 20 feet in height, was erected, 
with the American Eagle perched above. 

" The Colonnade (designed by Hon, Mr. Dawes) 
was erected at the west end of the State House, 
adjacent to the Arch. It was composed of six large 
columns, 15 feet high, and a balustrade hung in 
front with Persian carpets, on which were wrought 
13 roses. The circle of the Colonnade measured 
44 feet, and projected boldly into the main street, so 
as to exhibit in a strong light ' The man of the 
people.' The central west window of the State 
House was the door through which the President 
passed to the balustrade, descending from a plat- 
form four easy steps, to the floor of the gallery, 
which was furnished with arm-chairs, and spread 
with rich carpets. On this platform was a pedestal 
covered with green, supporting the figure of Plenty^ 
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BoBTO^r, Oct.- 19; 1789. 

AS this town is shortly to be honoured with a visit from the PRESIDENT of the Uiiited States: 
In order that we may pay t>ar respects to him, in a manner whereby every inhabitant may see so 
illastrieus and amiable a character, and to prevent the disorder and danger which must ensue fton 
a great assembly of people without order, a Committee appointed by a respectable number of m- 
habiUmtSy met for the purpope, recommend to their Fellow-Citizens to arrange themselves in the following or* 
defy in a 



P R O C E S 



ION. 



It is also recommended, that the person who shall be chosen as head of each order of ArtizanB, Trades* 
men, Manufacturers, &.c. shall be known by displaying a WHITE FLAG, with some device thereon ezpres* 
siveof their several callings, and to be numbered as in the arrangement that follows, which is alphabetically dis- 
posed, in order to give general satisfaction. — The Artizans, Sec. to display such insignia of their crafl« as thejr 
can conveniently carrv in their hands. That uniformity may not be wanting, it is desired that the fOTenl 
Flag-stafis be SEVEN feet long, and th6 Flags a takd square. 



OKDEK OF PROCESSION 



MUSICK. 
The Selectmen, 
Orerteers of the Poor* 
Town Treasurer, 
Town Clerk, 
Ifagitlrates, 

Consuls of France and Holland, 
The Officers of his MosLCbristian Majesty's Squadron, 
The Rev. Clergy, 
Physicians, 
Lawyers, 

Mercbanu and Traders, 
Bfarine Society, 
Masters of Vessels, 
Revenue Officers, 

Strangers, who may wish to mtend. 
Bakers, .... No. 1. 

Blacksmiths, &c - - - No. S. 

Block-makert,* . . . • Nol S. 

Boat-builders, ... No. 4. 

Cabinet and Chair-makers, - - No. 5. 

Card-makers, .... No. 6. 

Carvers, .... No. 7, 

Chaise and Coach-makers, - - No. 8. 

Clock and Watch-makers, • - No. 9. 

Coopers. .... No. 10. 

Coppersmiths, Braziers and Foundf*rs, - No. 1 1 . 

Corawainers, &c. .... No. 1 2. 
Distillers, .... No. 13. 

Duck Manufacturers, - No. 14. 

Engravers, No. 15. 

Glssisn and Plumbers, i No, 16. 



1 



No. 17. 
No. IS. 
No. 19. 
No. 9X 

No. 91. 

No. 



Goldsmiths and Jewellers, 
Hair-Dressers, . • 

Haticrs and Furricfs, 
House Carpenters, ... 
Leather Dressers, and Leather Breeches > 
Maker?, . • , c 

Limners .and Portrait Painters. 
Masons, % .... 

Mnst-makersv - , . . 

Mathematical Tnstrument-maKcrs, 
Milters, .... 

Painters, ..... 
Paper Stainer», 

Pewterers, ' - . . . 

Printers, Book.hinders and Stationers, 
Riggers, 

Rope-mtkcTs, .... 

Saadlers. - • . . 

Sail-makers, .... 

Shipwrights, to include Caulkers, Ship-Joiners, )' „ .. 



No. 
No, 34. 
No. S6. 
No. S6. 
No. 27* 
No. 28. 
No. S9. 
No. SO. 
No. 31. 
No. 33. 
No, 33. 
No. 34, 



Hcad-huiiJen and Sawyers, 
bugnr- boilers, 
Tallow-Ohandlcrs, &c. 
Tanners. 
Taylors,. 

Tin-plate Workers, 
Tohacconisljit, 
Truckmen, 

Turners,, . . - 

Upholsterers, 
Wharfingers, 



No. 36. 
No. 37. 
No, 88. 
No. 39l 
No. 40. 
No. 41. 
No. 43. 
No. 43. 
No. 44. 
No. 46. 
No. 46. 



Wheelwrights, . . . - 

Seamen, 

H. B^— In the above arrangement, some trades are omitted — from the idea, that they would incorporate themselves with the braachei 
mentioned, to which they are generallj attached. For instance— it is supposed, that under the head of Blaek$miik$, the Armourers, Catlen> 
ITbitesmiths and other workers in iron, would be included ; and the same with respect to other trades. 

Eacb division of the above arrangement ia requested to meet on such parade as it may agree on, and march into the Mall — No. f oftiie 
Artisans, &c. forming at the South-end thereof. The Marshalls will then direct in what manner the Procession will move to meet tbe 
President on his arrival ifr town. When the frbntof the Procession arrives at the extremity of the town, it will bait, and the whole will 
then be- directed to open the column— one half of each rank moving to the right, and the other half to the left — and then face inwards, so as 
to form an avenue through which the President is to pass, to the galeries to be erected at tlie State-House. 

Iris requested vhat the several Sdiool-masters conduct their Scholars to the neighbourhood of the State-Hoiise« and form them in each 
order as the Marshalls shall direct. 

The Marine Society is desired to appoint some person to arrange and accompany the seamen. 
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with her Cornucopice and other emblems. As soon 
as the President entered this Colonnade he was 
saluted by three huzzas from the citizens, and by an 
Ode (see our Magazine for October, 1789, page 
659) , simg by a select choir of singers, seated under 
the canopy erected over the arch. The whole 
formed an agreeable spectacle, and heightened the 
pleasure of the day." 

We also present a fac-simile of the Order of Exer- 
cises on that interesting occasion, from a copy 
preserved in the Boston Public Library. 

Finally, the project of a new State House was 
agitated, and the comer-stone thereof was laid 
July 4, 1795, with Masonic honors. It was first 
occupied by the Legislature on the 11th of Jan- 
uary, 1798, when that august body marched in 
procession from the Old State House to the New. 

The following description, written by Thomas 
Pemberton, a local antiquary, in 1794, was printed 
in the collection of the Massachusetts Historical So- 
ciety, 1st series, vol. iii., p. 250 : — 

'* The State House, called the Town House. The building first 
erected for governmental business was placed at the head of King- 
street, and was consumed by fire in 1711. In the year following, 
a new brick building was raised on the* same spot and met with a 
like fate the 9th of December, 1747 ; when some of the records 
and other public papers were destroyed. It was repaired in the 
year following, in its present form, and is in length 110 feet, in 
breadth 38 feet, and three stories high. On the centre of the 
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roof is a tower, consisting of three stories, finished according to 
the Tuscan, Doric and Ionic orders. From the upper story is an 
extensive prospect of the harbor, into the bay and of the country 
adjacent. 

" The lower floor of the building serves for a covered walk for 
any of the inhabitants. On this floor are kept the offices of the 
clerks of the Supreme Judicial Court and Court of Conmion Pleas. 
The chambers over it are occupied by the General Court, the 
senate in one and the representative body in the opposite chamber. 
The third story is appropriated for the use of the Committees of 
the General Court. On the lower floor are ten piUars of the Doric 
order, which support the chambers occupied by the Legislature. 
This building is in Comhill, one mile two hundred and seventy- 
nine yards from Washington-street, the late fortification entrance 
from the neck into the town. Its latitude is 42 deg. 21 min. 
north ; the longitude is 71 deg. 3 min. 30 sec. west from Green- 
wich, in England.'' 

We have already printed {ante, p. 63) the descrip- 
tion of the building, published in August, 1791, in 
the " Massachusetts Magazine." In the same magasdne 
for July, 1793, there was published a larger engrav- 
ing, here reproduced, but no explanation was given 
except a reference to the earlier issue. 

After, the Legislature had departed, the Town 
House fell upon evil days. The town-meetings 
were held in the enlarged Faneuil Hall, with which 
we are familiar. The courts were transferred to 
the Court House on Court street, and the old build- 
ing was given up to various tenants. The records 
of the town and of the selectmen do not enable us to 
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give full details of the occupants. In fact, until 1803 
the title to the estate was in doubt. The State 
claimed the right to sell the property, and to take 
one-half the proceeds. To this the town stoutly de- 
murred, claiming the fee of the land, and a moral 
right, at least, to specify the uses to which the build- 
ing should be put. An elaborate report to this effect 
is on the town records for 1798. Finally, Feb. 15, 
1803, a resolve was passed (Resolves, c. 95, of 1803), 
authorizing three commissioners to sell the Common- 
wealth's interest to the town for the sum of $6,000. 
A like release was obtained from the counties 
of Suffolk and Norfolk, for the sums of $1,923.43 
and $1,176.58 respectively.^ 

Th(} town then voted. May 23, 1803, to lease the 



^The following deed, the original of which now hangs on these walls, is 
recorded in the Suffolk Registry, Vol. 205, f ol. 207 : — 

Know all Men by these presents : That we, the undersigned, being ap- 
pointed a Committee by the General Court of the Commonwealth of Massa- 
chusetts, by their resolve of the fifteenth of February, one thousand eight 
hundred and three, '*and authorized with full power to make sale of all the 
Commonwealth's Estate, right, title and Interest, in and to the Old State 
House, to the Town of Boston, or such person or persons, and on such 
terms, as said Committee shall judge will be most for the Interest and honor 
of the Commonwealth and to execute good and sufficient Deed or Deeds of 
release thereof — and to pay the proceeds or deliver the securities which 
they may receive therefor, into the Treasury of this Commonwealth." 

For and in consideration of the sum of six thousand Dollars for the use of 
the Commonwealth aforesaid, paid by the Inhabitants of the Town of Bos- 
ton, in the County of Suffolk — the receipt whereof we do hereby acknowl- 
edge. Do by these presents, sell, release and forever quit claim unto the said 
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Old State House for a term of not less than ten nor 
more than fifty years, " to be occupied for public or 
private offices, and such other purposes only as the 
selectmen for the time being shall approve, and that 
no alterations be made in the external form of the 
building without their approbation." The selectmen 
were instructed to carry the vote into eflfect, and 
were allowed to employ any agent necessary. 

Inhabitants of the Town of Boston, all the said Commonwealth's Estate, 
right, title and Interest in and to the building called the Old State House, 
situate at the head of State street, in Boston aforesaid. 

To have and to hold, the above released premises, to the said Inhabitants 
of the Town of Boston and their assigns forever. 

In witness whereof, We have hereunto set our hands and seals, in Boston, 

the twentj-eighth day of April, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 

hundred and three. 

Enoch Titcomb & a Seal. 

Aaron Hill & a Seal. 
NicHo's TiLLiNGiiAST & a Seal. 
Signed, sealed and delivered in presence of 
Sam. Cazneau. 
Edw'd McLane. 
Jacob Kuiin. 

Suffolk, ss. Boston, April 29th, 1803. 

Then the above named Enoch Titcomb, Aaron Hill and Nicholas 

Tillinghast, Esquires personally appeared, and in their capacity as aforesaid 

acknowledged the foregoing instrument by them subscribed, to be their free 

act and deed. 

Before me 

John Avery Jus: Peace. 
A True Copy. 

Attest : John Avery Secretary. 

In lib. 205, fol. 215, is the deed, dated May 21, 1803, by which Seth Bul- 
lard, Thomas Williams, Jr., and Moses Everett, commissioners appointed by 
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It would seem that in 1809 a Dr. Rand was one 
tenant; in 1810 a Mr. Burley, and also the Colum- 
bian Insurance Co. In 1811 the office lately occu- 
pied by Mr. Park was divided into smaller rooms. 
In 1812 the cellars were let for three years, for $600, 
to B. Foster, Josiah Siders, and Edward Flood, or 
Floyd. April 29, 1812, the County Treasurer was 
assigned a room adjoining westerly that of the Town 
Treasurer. July 8, 1812, the room lately hired by 
Henry Messenger, and then by Samuel D. Parker, 
was valued at $200 rent. In 1813, Mr. Hannngton's 
rent was reduced to $120, and applications for a re- 
duction were made by the Commercial Insurance 
Co., Mr. Floyd, and Mr. Siders. In the spring of 
1816 Mr. H. N". Rogers applied in behalf of the gen- 
tlemen associated at Merchants' Hall, and obtained 
leave to use the lanthom of the Old State House as 
an observatory for ships. The rents then fixed were 
for Mr. Barry $800, Mr. Rea $800, Gilbert and Dean 
$200, Beal and Hobart $150. (Mr. William Barry 
kept a hat-store there in 1826.) Mr. Messenger de- 

the Court of Grencral Sessions of the county of Norfolk, sold to the town of 
Boston all the rights of that county in the Old State House, for $1,176.58. 
This county was in part formed from the old county of Suffolk, which 
had a quarter interest in the building. 

In lib. 206, fol. 236, is a similar deed, dated July 21st, 1803, from Samuel 
Gardner, Ebenezer Seaver, and Josiah Batcheldor, similar commissioners 
for the county of Suffolk, to sell that county's right in said building to the 
town of Boston. The whole title is thus clearly vested in our city. 
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clined to pay a rent of $300; and the office lately 
occupied by Mr. Selfridge was let to Mr. Parker, for 
$150. 

In January, 1817, Mr. Greenwood applied for the 
upper part, and was informed that the lowest rent 
would be $1,200. Probably this was Mr. E. A. 
Greenwood, who opened his museum, July 4, 1818, 
in Court street. 

We copy the following description from Shaw's 
History of Boston, printed in 1817: — 

Old State House. — The buildiug first erected for govem- 
meutal busiuess was placed at the head of Kiug-street, and was 
consumed by fire in 1711. In the year following a new brick 
building was raised on the same spot, and met a like fate on the 
9th of December, 1747, when some of the records and other 
public papers were destroyed. It was repaired in the year follow- 
ing, in its present form, and is in length one hundred and ten 
feet, in breadth thirty-eight feet, and three stories high. On the 
centre of the roof is a tower, consisting of three stories, finished 
according to the Tuscan, Dorick and lonick orders. From the 
upper story is an extensive prospect of the harbor, into the bay, 
and of the country adjacent. The lower floor of the building 
served fdr a covered walk for any of the inhabitants. On this 
floor were kept the offices of the clerks of the Supreme Judicial 
Court and Court of Common Pleas. The chambers over it were 
occupied by the General Court, the senate in one and the rep- 
resentative bod}' in the opposite chamber. The third story was 
appropriated for the use of the committees of the General Court. 
On the lower floor were ten pillars of the Dorick order, which 
supported the chambers occupied by the Legislature. This 
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building is in Cornhill, one mile two hundred and seventy-nine 
yards from Washington street, the late fortiflcation entrance from 
the neck into the town. 

Dec. 28, 1819, Col. Daniel Messinger hired his 
room and the one adjoining, lately occupied by 
Charles Bridge, for $500. 

June 22, 1820, the town voted to lease all the 
rooms above the lower story, except two on Cornhill 
(i.e.y Washington street), for $600, to the Free- 
masons, and the selectmen made a lease accordingly 
for ten years from October 1. The records of the 
Grand Lodge show that the last meeting was June 
9, 1830. 

January 30, 1822, the Directors of the United 
States Bank, being in search of a suitable place, 
offered to buy the building ; but the offer was not 
accepted. 

The following description from the first edition of 
Bowen's ^^ Picture of Boston," 1828-9, shows the con- 
dition of affairs until 1830: — 

Old State House. — The building first erected for govern- 
mental business was placed at the head of State-street. It has 
been twice burnt. The last time it was destroyed was in 1747, 
and it was repaired in its present form, in the following year. 
The building is in length 110, in breadth 38 feet, three stories 
high, finished according to the Tuscan, Dorick and Ionic orders. 
The lower story of this buildiug is now rented by the city for 
stores and offices, the second and third stories, except one room 
at the west of the second story (which is occupied for the city 
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TrcaBurer's olllcc), are occupied by the Maaotiic Lodges in Boston. 
The Masonic Hall is elegantly cmbelliahed ; the decorattons and 
fnraitnre arc very rich and appropriate, and the room is sufflciently 
capacious for most masonic purposes. It measures 43 by 32 feet 
and is 16 feet high. The followiDg is a list of the lodges that 
hold their meetings here, viz., — 

Grand Lodge of Massachusetts on the second Wednesday in 
December, March, June and September. 

Grand Chapter, 2d Tuesday in December, June and Sep- 
tember. 

St. John's Lodge on Ist Tuesday of each month. 

St. Andrew's on 2d Thursday of each month. 

Massachusetts on last Friday of each mouth. 

Columbian on 1st Thnrsdny of each month. 

Mount Lebanon on last Monday of encli month. 

St. Andrew's Cliapter on 1st Wednesday of each month. 

St. Paul's Chapter on 3d Tuesday of each month. 

Council of R. M. on last Wednesday of each mouth. 

Eucampmeut on 3d Wednesday of each month. 

This building, being placed at the head of one of the first 
streets in Boston, has quite a pleasant and imposing appenrauce 
to the stranger as he approaches it from Long Wharf. lu Hale's 
" Survey of Boston and Vicinity," the measures of distances are 
reckoned f^om this building. 

The accompanying view is part of a large picture 
painted in 1829, by Salmon, from a point on Pem- 
berton Hill. 

The city goveroraent was inaugurated at Faueuil 
Hall, May 1, 1822, but no arrangements had been 
made for a City Hall. As will be more fully shown 
in Appendix F, accommodation was obtained for the 
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various departments in different buildings, the Mayor 
and the City Council being provided for in the Stone 
or County Court House on School street, on the site 
now covered by City Hall. Such a state of affairs 
was of course inconvenient, and the project of a City 
Hall was soon agitated. 

In 1830 it was decided to occupy the Old State 
House for city purposes. During these eight years 
the preservation of the building had been twice in 
doubt. In Ifovember, 1825, it came near destruction 
by fire, as the following vote shows : — 

In Board of Aldermen, January 23, 1826. "It having been 
made known to the Board of Aldermen, that, at the fire in Court 
street in November last, Mr. Almoran Holmes and Mr. Bela 
Lincoln were instrumental in preserving the City Building called 
the Old State House, by permitting themselves to be let down 
from the cupola to the ridge-pole of the building, and from thence 
extinguishing the fire that had already rekindled upon the roof 
thereon : Resolved that the thanks of this board be presented to 
them for their distinguished exertions in preserving with so much 
skill and at so much personal hazard, in the manner above stated, 
the property of the city from destruction." 

Again, in 1826, the Washington Monument Asso- 
ciation was desirous of obtaining a site for Chan- 
try's statue, now placed in the State House. They 
finally decided tiiat the best place would be on the 
site of the Old State House, in a building to be 
erected for the purpose. In a report published by 
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the trustees they stated ^^ the reasons which induced 
the Committee to prefer the site of the Old State 
House had reference as much to the honor and 
interests of the City, to its ornament and con- 
venience, as to the peculiar fitness of this spot for 
the permanent location of a monument in honor of 
our First Citizen. This place was selected in the 
infancy of our State, as the seat of Legislation and 
Jurisprudence. In the edifice there erected, a suc- 
cession of firm, enlightened, and vigorous measures 
of resistance to the usurpations of the British 
mmistry were devised and adopted, which must be 
considered as the more immediate causes of our 
National Independence, and it seems to be difficult 
to reconcile the comparatively degraded uses, to 
which that edifice has since been condemned, with 
the unifonn patriotism, and veneration for the found- 
ers of our Republic, for which the City of Boston 
has been, at all periods of its history, so distin- 
guished." The committee to present this report 
consisted of John Lowell, James Lloyd, John Davis, 
John C. Warren, William Sullivan, and Edward 
Everett. Objection, however, was made by the 
public, and the building happily escaped destruction 
at the hands of those who esteemed themselves its 
friends. 

The work of restoration, in 1830, was confided to 
Isaiah Kogers, and he entrusted part of the details to 
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a young architect just beginning the series of works 
which makes the name of William Washburn familiar 
to us. It was a time when classical types were in 
vogue, and, therefore, the additions were patterned 
on Grecian models. Heavy wooden porticos were 
added at each end, and these halls on the second 
floor were fitted to the uses of the City Council. 
In this room the Aldermen met; in the Repre- 
sentatives' Hall the Common Council. The pre- 
ceding extracts from Bowen and Shaw, with the 
accompanying pictures, fully illustrate this occu- 
pancy, which lasted for ten years, until 1840, and 
which, indeed, is recollected by many of our 
citizens. 

To complete the record we copy the following 
from the third edition of Bowen's ^Picture," dated 
1838, when there was already a discussion about 
leaving the building : — 

City Hall. — The first building for governmental business was 
erected at the head of what was then called King-street, about 
1658. It has been twice burnt. The last time it was destroyed 
was 1747, and it was repaired in the following year nearly in its 
present form. The building is in length 110, in breadth 38 feet, 
three stories high, finished according to the Tuscan, Doric and 
Ionic orders. Till recently it was called the " Old State House." 
The latitude of this building is very near 42 deg. 21 min. north ; 
the longitude is 71 deg. 3 min. 30 sec. west from Greenwich, in 
England. 

After the Revolution, it was the place of meeting for the 
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General Court, till after the completion of the State House near 
Beacon Hill. From about that time, to the year 1830 (thirty 
years), the lower floor and cellar were used by various tradesmen, 
Insurance Offices, etc. 

On the 17th Sept , 1830, having been thoroughly repaired, it 
was, by an ordinance of the City Government, called the ** City 
Hall," — by which name it has since been designated. It stands 
at the head of State street and on the line of Washington street, 
tJie Broad way of the metropolis of Massachusetts, having a tower 
overlooking most of the city and harbor, rising from the centre of 
the roof. Tlie fronts on Washington and State streets have each 
a portico Being in the very focus of business and nearly in the 
centre of the city, the use to which this venerable pile is now 
devoted appears to give universal satisfaction. 

On the first floor are three large rooms ; that facing Washing- 
ton street is the Post-Office. At the other extremity, looking 
p- { down State street, is Topliff's News Room, one of the best con- 

ducted establishments, for the accommodation of merchants, in the 
United States. The middle room, a lofty apartment, supported 
by pillars, is the Merchants' Exchange, and common thorough- 
fare to the public offices. 

From this central room is a flight of winding stairs, leading to 
a suite of apartments in the second story. Directly over the Post- 
Office is the Hall of the Common Council, in which they ordinarily 
I meet on public business. In the opposite end of the building is 

I the Hall of the Mayor and Aldermen. In this room the chief 

Magistrate of the city, together with the City Clerk, remain 
through the day, in the discharge of tlieir ordinary duties. The 
Board of Aldermen hold their meetings, also, on Monday even- 
ings. Around the circular area of the stairs are a scries of 
Offices, viz., the Auditor's, Treasurers, AssisUint City Clerk's, 
Clerk of Common Council, and tlie Health Office, which latter 
accommodates the City Marshal, Superintendent of Burial Grounds, 
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Physician of the Port, Captain of the Port, Captain of the Watch, 
Superintendent of Lamps, and the Commissioner of Streets. 

Another flight of stairs leads to the third story, in which is the 
Office of the Chief Engineer of the Fire Department, City Land 
Commissioner, Messenger, a Committee Room, and a large Hall, 
in which is a recently organized public Vaccine Institution, for the 
gratuitous inoculation of the poor. 

The whole is lighted with gas, as well as the lamps at the four 
corners of the building. Besides being ornamental to the city, 
the concentration of so many important oflRces under one roof 
renders the City Hall an object of peculiar interest. 

On the 21st of November, 1832, about five o'clock in the morn- 
ing, this ancient building, the scene of so many interesting events, 
again took fire from an opposite building, under the stool of one 
of the Lutheran windows, which soon communicated with the 
under side of the roof, and had it not been for the uncommon ex- 
ertions of the fire department it must have been completely pros- 
trated in a little time. As it was, however, the damages were 
easily repaired. The appropriation of the Council for the purpose 
was $3,500.00. No papers of importance, were lost, and the 
curious records of the city, from its first settlement, for a third 
time, were safely rescued from a devouring element. 

In Hales' " Survey of Boston and Vicinity," the measures of 
distance are reckoned from this building. 



The building was, for a third time, put in peril, 
when, on the 2l8t of November, 1832, the fire in 
a building opposite was communicated to the roof 
of this building, but, happily, was soon arrested. 
Salmon's picture of the event is familiar to us all, 
having been engraved on the diplomas of the Fire 
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Department. Surely we may say of the venerable 
tower, almost in Longfellow's words, — 

'* In the market-place of Bruges, stands the belfry old and bi^wn, 
Thrice consumed and thrice rebuilded, still it watches o*er the town.** 

After the removal of the City Hall to its School- 
street site, this building was again abandoned to 
business purposes, and, in the hands of successive 
lessees, it rapidly deteriorated. A hideous mansard 
roof disfigured its external lines ; new partitions 
obliterated for the time the fair proportions of these 
halls ; signs, telegraph wires and poles in countless 
number contributed to the shameful defacement. 
The annexed copy of an engraving issued at that 
date portrays the wreck better than any description 
can. So completely were the memories of the site 
forgotten, and so arrogant were the fancied demands 
of commerce, that, in 1875, it was almost decided 
to pull down the building. Happily better counsels 
prevailed, and the building was spared, though 
even then it received a fresh injury in the form 
of a huge stairway cut through the walls of the 
eastern end, as shown in the picture of that date. 
In 1881, the City Council authorized that work of 
restoration, which, on its completion, is to-day 
submitted to your consideration. 

A complete account of what has been done is to 
be read in Appendix G, furnished by the City 
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Architect. It will be enough to state at present, 
that we now behold substantially the same halls 
which echoed the eloquence of Adams, Quincy, 
Otis, and Warren, and which witnessed the baffled 
mtrigues of Hutchinson and Oliver, and the un- 
successful plans of Gage and Clinton, Howe and 
Burgoyne. 

When, in 1830, Harrison Gray Otis, then mayor 
of the city, stood here to welcome the inauguration 
of his government, he thus addressed the Council 
in regard to this building : — 



" It exhibits no pomp of architectural grandeur or refined taste, 
and has no pretensions to vie with the magnificent structures 
of other countries or even of our own. Yet it is a goodly and 
venerable pile ; and with recent improvements is an ornament 
of the place, of whose liberty it was once the citadel. And it 
has an. interest for Bostonians who enter it this day, like that 
which is felt by grown children for an ancient matron by whom 
they were reared, and whom, visiting after yeai*s of absence, 
they find in her neat, chaste, old-fashioned attire, spruced up to 
receive them, with her comforts about her, and the same kind, 
hospitable, and excellent creature whom they left in less flourish- 
ing circumstances. But to this edifice there is not only a natural, 
but ' a spiritual body,' which is the immortal soul of Independ- 
ence. Nor is there, on the face of the earth, another building, 
however venerable for its antiquity, or stately in its magnificence, 
however decorated by columns and porticos, and cnrtoons, and 
statues and altars, and outshining the wealth of Ormus or of 
Ind, entitled in history to more honorable .mention, or whose 
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spires and turrets are surrounded with more glorious halo than 
this unpretending building. 

" I refer you to the day when Independence, mature in age and 
loveliness, advanced with angelic grace from the chamber in which 
she was bom into the same balcony, and holding in her hand the 
immortal scroll on which her name and character and claims to 
her inheritance were inscribed, received from the street, filled with 
an impenetrable phalanx, and windows glittering with a blaze of 
beauty, the heartfelt homage and electrifying peals of men, 
women, and children of the whole city. The splendor of that 
glorious vision of my childhood seems to be now present to my view, 
and the harmony of that universal concert to vibrate in my ear. 

"We, gentlemen, have now become, for a short period, occu- 
pants of this Temple of Liberty. Henceforth, for many years, 
the Cit}* Government will probably be here administered. . . 
May we, and those who will succeed us, appreciate the respon- 
sibleness attached to our places by the merit of our predecessors ; 
and though we cannot serve our country to the same advantage, 
may we love it with equal fidelity. And may the guardian genius 
of our beloved city forever delight to dwell in these renovated 
walls ! " 

After the lapse of half a century we assemble to 
renew these pious labors, and to repeat his fervent 
prayers for their success; but the times are more 
propitious for us, since the present generation has 
been taught anew the necessity of perpetually culti- 
vating those patriotic virtues which alone can ani- 
mate a nation in times of adversity. 

Twenty years have passed since the assembled 
citizens of Boston were again aroused, from the 
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balcony of this chamber, by the eloquence of those 
speakers who uttered the cry, ^^ To arms ! '' 

God grant that in our day that appeal may never 
again be made ; but should the necessity arise, it must 
be made to a community which has been daily 
familiar with the lessons taught by the memories of 
these halls as well as of the ^^ Cradle of Liberty," — 
Faneuil Hall. 

" Here the child Independence was born I " and 
what untold glories in the future that birth por- 
tended! The independence for which our fathers 
fought was freedom of thought, speech, and action in 
every land and in every generation. The chain 
which they broke was not simply that of Great 
Britain over America, but the greater fetters of 
usurped authority over the bodies and minds ot 
millions in other lands. To our success is to be 
attributed whatever liberty has been achieved for the 
suffering nations of Europe, or for the long-enslaved 
victims of unwarrantable oppression in our own land. 
I had thought I had recited all the stirring events 
connected with this building, but I pause to add that 
it afforded a temporary shelter to William Lloyd 
Garrison, as he was unwillingly rescued from the mis- 
guided rage of a pro-slavery mob. Let us rejoice 
that we to-day can assert, that, among the results 
of that Independence which was first proclaimed 
on this spot, has been the purging of the Great 



114 OLD STATE HOUSE RE-DEDICATION. 

Republic of the anomalous stain and reproach of 
domestic slavery. 

And, surely, if we have, at so great cost of treasure 
and blood, expiated our national sin, we may turn, 
with expectant gaze, to our sister nations for a simi- 
lar sacrifice. The independence which we inculcate 
demands that, wherever, under any professed form of 
law, the labor of the peasant profits only his master, 
that iniquity shall cease, — whether it be in the 
familiar case of Ireland, whose wrongs meet with so 
prompt a response in kindred bosoms here, — or of 
Russia, where the lurid torch of Nihilism reveals 
the misery of untold millions, — or wherever else the 
wretched serf looks eagerly to the land of promise 
on this side of the Atlantic. 

Fellow-citizens, so long as we maintain the sacred 
fires upon the altars, we may claim the right to be 
especially favored by the divinity. I cannot allow 
myself to dwell upon the possibility of any future 
surrender of these walls to any purpose less appro- 
priate than that we now celebrate. I cannot antici- 
pate any decrease in the prosperity or the public 
spirit of our beloved city. I can only predict that 
future generations, for centuries to come, will visit 
this spot and will remember us thankfully for what 
we have this day done. 

To you, Mr. Mayor, as the highest representative 
of the city, I now transfer the care and custody of 
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the Old State House, felicitating you upon the hon- 
orable duty, and congratulating the city that it 
devolves upon one so well qualified, by assiduous 
study, to appreciate the value of this acquisition. 
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At the conclusion of Mr. Whitmore's address, His Honor 
Mayor Green said : — 



MAYOR GREEN'S REMARKS. 

Mr. Chairman: — The Old State House to-day 
comes back to the city, and as the chief executive 
officer I greet the venerable structure with a warm 
and hearty welcome. After an occupation of many 
years for purposes of general business, these halls 
are now to be used for the reception and preserva- 
tion of historical objects of local interest. The com- 
mittee of which you are at the head, Mr. Alderman, 
having this matter in charge, deserve the thanks of 
the community, for the way in which it has been 
done. I know full well that the work has fallen 
largely on the shoulders of the Councilman who has 
given us this morning his interesting and instructive 
address, and it is through his untiring zeal as an 
antiquary that this plan has been brought to a suc- 
cessful issue. I sympathize most warmly with him 
in the expression that the use we now give to these 
halls may be the permanent one. He has told how 
this building was erected as a town house, and 
traced its history from the earliest days to the 
present time. Its close connection with the various 
political events of our city and State makes it a 
conspicuous monument in our local annals. 
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The formal dedication of a public building is a 
custom of comparatively modem times. The foun- 
ders of New England were too busy to indulge in 
mere formalities ; and, even if they had the time, they 
were apt to look upon such observances as idle and 
frivolous. They regarded the various purposes to 
which a building was put as in themselves a sufficient 
dedication; and for this reason they avoided any 
special ceremony to emphasize its objects or uses. 
Wliile it is true, then, that this structure was never 
formally dedicated, it is equally true that it was con- 
secrated by all that was high and noble in patriotic 
service, through the words that were spoken and the 
deeds that were inspired within its walls. 

The political town-meeting is an outgrowth of 
New England life, and it has been the very cradle of 
American liberty and independence. It originated 
with the first comers and has been kept up by their 
successors till the present time. The freemen of the 
several towns came together in public meeting to dis- 
cuss and settle questions of general interest. They 
chose town officers, to whom was delegated the 
power to manage their civil as well as ecclesiastical 
affairs. It was at such gatherings that a free and 
full recognition of popular rights was first made in 
this country, and the very foundation and comer- 
stone of our present political system laid. The best 
insight of the forces that developed local self-gov- 
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eminent is to be found in the action of such meet- 
ings. The causes that brought about the separation 
of the American colonies from the mother country 
were ripening during many years, but they were kept 
alive and active by these public assemblages. Bos- 
ton was the largest and most influential town on the 
continent, and was always ready to take the lead in 
public affairs. When she spoke, her voice was heard 
with no doubtful sound, and she had all New Eng- 
land for an audience. Her utterances were g^ven 
from this building as well as from Faneuil Hall and 
the Old South Meeting-house. These three struct- 
ures are full of historical reminiscences and associa- 
tions, and I envy not the man who can approach 
any one of them with ordinaiy feelings. Rude 
though they are in external form they represent 
in their traditions the highest form of religion 
and patriotism, as understood by the framers ot 
our government. He lacks some of the human 
sensibilities whose heart is not thrilled, and whose 
emotions are not quickened, when he enters their 
portals. 

I do not forget the fact that this building was 
occupied by the municipal authorities during a period 
of ten years. On Sept. 17, 1830, the two hundredth 
annivereary of the settlement of Boston, the City 
Government, under the Mayoralty of Harrison Gray 
Otis, took possession of these apartments, and used 
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them until March 18, 1841. It was under this roof 
that the administrations of Charles Wells, Theodore 
Lyman, Samuel T. Armstrong, and Samuel A. Eliot 
were carried on; and it was while Jonathan Chap- 
man was Mayor that the city oflOlces were again 
removed to the City Hall, standing between Court 
square and School street. Whatever may be the fate 
of other public buildings, let us cherish the hope that 
the Old State House may stand as a connecting link 
between the provincial and national periods of our 
country's history, and that it may continually remind 
us of the unselfish devotion and hard struggles of 
the men who laid the foundation of our present gov- 
ernment. 

Alderman Hersey. — I recognize among our 
honored guests to-day, the face and form of him 
whose memory extends far back into the past, and 
who, I know, can give us some personal reminis- 
cences connected with this building. I allude to 
the Hon. Marshall P. Wilder. 



REMARKS OF HON. MARSHALL P. WILDER. 

I did not expect, Mr. Mayor,, and Mr. Chairman, 
to be called upon here to say a single word to-day. 
At my time of life, and under this oppressive heat, 
my words must be very few. But I rejoice from the 
bottom of my heart that I am able to be here on this 
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consecrated spot, and participate in the ceremony of 
the restoration of the Old State House. 

I say my words must be few; but I desire to 
tender to His Honor the Mayor, and to the City 
Government, the thanks of the Historic-Genealogi- 
cal Society, in their behalf and in my own; I desire 
to thank you for the wisdom of making the appro- 
priation which has placed again, as we believe, much 
in its old style, this building of former days; and I 
desire to thank Mr. Whitmore for his energetic, 
enterprising, persistent, and successful labors in bring- 
ing again into this form, this structure, so ancient, 
and so renowned in the history of this city, because 
of the events, so graphically described by Mr. Whit- 
more and His Honor the Mayor, which transpired 
upon this spot. Here Independence drew its first 
breath. This spot, now consecrated by the restora- 
tion of this building, will perpetuate the history of 
those men, who, more than any others, led in the 
American revolution, and gave to the world the first 
great, free, and independent nation on earth. 

The work has been well accomplished. IS^othing 
could be more appropriate; and the provision made 
for it by the City Government, I am sure you will 
all say, could not have been more judiciously ex- 
pended. For I hold that next to training the spirit 
for the life eternal, there is no obligation more 
solemn than that of perpetuating to future genera- 
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tions the principles and virtues of those noble men 
who gave to the world this great republic, — principles 
and virtues upon which must ever rest the happiness 
and prosperity of all our people. 

This ended the formal exercises. The following letters, 
addressed to the Chairman of the Committee, Aldennan 
Woolley, were not read, owing to his absence ; but they are 
worthy of preservation in the history of the celebration : — 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 

KxECUTivE Department, July 8, 1882. 

My dear Mr. Alderman : — I thank you for your kind invi- 
tation to the re-dedication of the Old State House, with its 
interesting associations. I am unable to accept on account of 
engagements at the same hour, but I beg to send my kindest 
wishes for the occasion. 

Very truly yours, 

JOHN D. LONG. 

Wm. Woolley, Esq. 

Navy Yard, Boston, 
Commandant's Office, July 10, 1882. 

Dear Sir: — I have had the honor of receiving your kind 
invitation to attend at the Old State House tg-morrow to partici- 
pate in the ceremonies of the Re-dedication of that ancient and 
interesting structure. I greatly regret that my health is such 
that I will not be able to attend. 

With many thanks to you, and to Mr. Whitmore, I have the 
honor to be, 

Very respectfully yours, 

(). c. badgp:r. 

Commodore ,, U.S.N. 
William Woolley, Esq., 

City Council, City Han, Boston. 
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Copies of Original Papers, in tlie possession of the 
Massachusetts Historical Society, relating: to the Erec- 
tion of the Town House in Boston in 1057. 



1. 

POWER CONFERKED BY THE COMMITTEES FOR THE TOWN 

HOUSE — 1G57. 

Wee whose names are vnder wrighten having full power given vs by the 
Town of Boston to Agree with workmen, & in their behalfe to Engadge the 
Town, In the Payment of any sum or sums for the building Erecting & Com- 
pleating of A house for the Town both for the forme & dimentions &c. accord- 
ing as we shall Judge meet, They the s^ Towne having Engadged themselves 
to own & stand by vs and pforme what promises Covenants or Engadgm wee 
should make in order to the accomplishing of the premises, And to facillitate 
the 8^ worke we the s<* subscribed doe make choyce of M Edward Hutchinson 
& John Hull in o behalfe to Agree & Compound with workmen & Engadge 
paym* in everie respect for the s** worke & we doe hereby oblidge o' selves to 
stand by, own, & performe what the 8<* M"^ Ed: Hutchinson & Jn Hull Soe 
deputed shall doe or Engadge themselves in as ifT it was the pcrsonall act of 
everie one off vs & heervnto we subscribe o*" hands, by this binding o"" selves 
likewise to own what the s^ prtyes have allridy done in the s** worke signed 
this 31 of the e^^ month 1657. 



Townesmen 
Commisioners 



Tno: Marshall 
Samukl Colk 
William Paddy 
Josh: Scottow 
Jek: Howchin 



2. 

AGREEMT FOR THE TOWN HOUSE — 1657. 

Boston August 1 1657. 

Wee whose names are vnder wrighten Being chosen by & in behalfe of the 
Town of Boston, to bargain & Contract witli some able workemen about A 
house for the Town, we have Bargained & Contracted, & by these presents doe 
bargain & Covenant witli Thomas Joy and Bartholomew Bernad of Boston ; & 
the 8<i Thomas Joy & Barth Bernad, are heerby bound & doe oblidge them- 
selves vnto the S^ Town of Boston (& in vn [to] In theire behalfe) that they 
will Prepare & Erect, a very substantial! and Comely building In the place 
Appointed by the s^ Town ; The dimentions of w«*» Edifice shall be sixty six foot 
in Length, and thirty six foot in Breadth from out side to out side, set vpon 
twenty one Fillers of full ten foot high between Pedestall & Capitall, & 
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well brased all four waies, placed upon foundation of stone in the bottome. 
The whoU Building to Jetty over three foot without the Fillers ererie way : 
The height of the s^ House to be ten foot betwixt Joynts above the Fillers, 
and a halfe storie above that, with three gable Endcs over it vpon each 
side : A walke vpon the Top fourteen or 15 foote wide with two Turrets, & 
turned Balasters and railes, round about the walke according to A modell or 
draught Presented to vs, by the s<* Tho: Joy, & Barth: Bernad. Thes^Tho: 
Joy & Barth: Bernad Likewise finding things necisarie and meet for the eA 
Building, viz : Timber in in everie respect & of everie sort, substantiall & meet 
according to Proportion & Art, Plank for the sides & ends three Inch thick,* 
well groved one into another, and into the timbers allso an Inch and halfe ; 
well plained and smoothed one Both sides, two Inch plank for the lower 
floor, and full Inch for the vppcr floor. Both smoothed, and vpon the walk 
duble boarded and well groved ; the Roofl* well boarded & shingled, with 
gutters sufficiently made. 

Bringing all to the Place, Erecting flnishing & Compleating the whole Edi- 
fice viz The Frame, foundations, Floores, staires (viz Two pair halfe paced 
staires & turned staires vp into the walke) doorcs, window Cases & Casements, 
mantle peeces. Inclosures Pertitions f &c The wholl Edifice to be Erected, by 
the thirty daye of the fourth month called June next ensuing the date heer- 
ofl*; and Covered and shingled within six weekcs after that. The Town find- 
ing all the Iron worke, as nailes hookes hinges &c. glass with glasing and Lead 
for the Gutters masonrie worke as the chimnies, foundation of the Fillers with 
stone brick & Lime belonging to the same the afib''s<* Tho: & Barth: all the 
other worke as aflbr** The Town finding help at the raysing. 

In consideration of the premises we doe heerby oblidge ourselves (accord- 
ing to order & in behalfc of the s** Town of Boston aflbrs**) To give & Assigne 
over vnto the s^ Tho: Joy & Barthol: Bernad or to either of them or their 
assignes the three Hund: Pounds w^** is that Part of the Legacy of Cap* Rob 
Keyne (deceased) designed & bequeathed vnto the s*^ Town in his Last will for 
ther vse, and also one hund. Pound more we heerby oblidge o^selves to Fay 
or Cause to be paied vnto the s*^ Thomas & Bartholomew or their Assignes In 
good English goods at prioc Currant, and likewise to doe our vttmost that one 
fiffly pound of this above mentioned paym' (viz out of the thre Hull**) may be 
made in mony for the more lively cavsing an end of the affb'"s<^ worke. 

The time w^h Payment shall be as followeth viz : one Hund. Pound at the 
Bringing of the Timber to the Place A second Hund: at the raysing A third 
Hund: at the inclosurc & Covering A fourth at the finishing and Compleating 
vnto all these premises aboves*^ we doe heerby Joyntly & severaly mutualy & 
Interchangeably bind ©''selves by o*^ hands & scales this first of August, 1657. 

We doe also engadge that the three Hund: pound in the Legacy aboves* 
shall be made good vnto the a^ workmen Thomas & Bartholomew. 
Wineses heer vnto 

Joseph Newgate Edward Hutchinson [seal] 

James Browne John Huu. [seal] 

Henry Powning 

3. 

COPY OF THE SUBSCRIPTION P.4PEK FOR THE FIHST TOWN- 
HOUSE IN BOSTON, ERECTED BETWEEN 1G57 AND 1659. 

Whearas thcar is giuen a considerabl suine by Capt Kayne towars the 
Buldlng of a towne house w^h sum will not ataine the Bulding w*^ he men- 
tioncth in his will, now considering the vsefullnes of such a structure we whose 



* Only we alow of Two Inch plauk for the sides & ends above the Plates & beamcs. 
t There is to be both Roomc» from the chimnies closed on both (iides and one Cross partiUon 
in one of the lioomcs ; beside the stair Cose. 
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names are vnder written, doc ingag or selues or heyres executors for to giue 
towards the abou sd hous and alsoe a condit in the market place the severall 
sumes vnder written. 

£ 8 
2—10—00 
10—00—00 pd 
10—00—00 pd 
» 010=00-00 pd 
10=00—00 
03—00—00 



Jo: Endecott .... 
17. pd Ri Bellingham in Country pay 
pd Edward Tynge in Come 
pd John Euered in goods and corne 
pd 4G 8 Peter OlHuer in goods and provisions 
John* Barrett : in goods : or corne 
d. 29 Aug. IG58 
pd James Olliuer provided there be a Cundit withall in 
goods and provisions eqelly 
Will Paine in goods and provisions 
pd Richard Parker in goods and provisions 
pd Nathaniell Williams in goods 
pd Sarah Parker in provisions * 
pd Henry Powning in goods 
pd John Cogan in Corne ...» 
[ ] five pound .... 
paid Theodore Atkinson will give in hats 

Tho Howkings ..... 
paid John Hull In English goods five'* 
pd Thomas Clarke in provision or goods 
pd Robt Turner .... 
paid Richard Cooke in provisions . 
pd Robert Swift .... 
paid. Samuel Hutchinson in wheat 
paid Josh Scottow in pvlsion or goods 
pd Will"» Hudson will : pay in bricks lyeme 
pd boards [ ] or timber the some of 
Hezekiah Usher : will pay 2 In English 
pd Goods or equivolent, twentye : poundes, 
paid prouiso : y' y* market house bee Errected 
in y« markett place * & a Cunditt . 
W™ Dauis will pay in goods & corne Fifteene pounds 
paid prouided y« market-house be eerected in y« markett 
place & aconduitt also raised & Finished . 

pd Thomas Buttolph 

paid James Penn 

paid Jacob Sheafe in provision & goods 

paid Tho: Lake i tn English-goods & ^ tn provisions . 

pd Isaak Waker in English goods or provisions 
paid John Sunderline 3£ ..... . 

[ ] pd Robt: Pateshall, in planke or boards 
paid Thomas Matson ....... 

paid John Williams ....... 

paid Thomas Edsell 

paid Thomas Bligh 

paid Richard Gridley ....... 

paid John Button 

Benjamin Negus 

James Eueritt in Flower ..... 

RobtBalterly 

paid John Coney 

paid Samuell Mattocke 

paid Rich*^ Staues 

paid Rowland Story in Lewtenant Cooks hand 

paid Ri Wayte 



12— 0—00 pd 
15 . 00 . 00 
10—00—00 pd 
03—00-00 pd 
()5_00— 00 pd 
02—00—00 pd 

\ 05—00-00 pd 

005 :00 :00 pd 

02 0— 
05—00—00 pd 
04—00—00 pd 

6— 0— pd 

03 10 00 pd 
10 00 pd 
00—00 pd 

: 00-00 pd 



02 
5 
5 



10=00=00 pd 



20=00=00 pd 



16 — — 
02-00-00 
05—00—00 
12—00—00 
09-00 :00 
03—00-00 
03— 00z=(K) 
05 : 00 : 00 
1_ 0— 
0—10— 
00—10— 
00—15 00 
02—00-00 
04—00— 

01—00—00 
00—15—00 
00—15-00 
00— 7—00 
00—10—00 
01 : 00 : 00 
02—00—00 
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paid Phillip Whorton 02—00-00 

pwd Auffustcn Clement t — — 

pud KichuH Woodiie in proiiaion [ ] ■ . . 01— 0— 

paid John Pliillips 03— 0— 

paid Tlio Eiiiona i— 0— 

paid TliomasTJlti-ll thre daypi worke .... 00 — 10 — 

Humphrey Br;(iWi:iw thrc dayi-a worke . . 00—10— 

Joseph Boml.' ten shilingti by Samell Lcniiit . 00— 10-- 

Gfor|;e iln^TiK's buahel vheate .... 00—04-00 

paid William I'iiJ.lv la- 0— 

paid ll,lil*vKfHil.lc 00-10—0 

paid Tli.inian .Makepeace 01—00 . 

paid Joshua HfWt-H 00-10-0 

t'l'rniu-L-> Siiiitli 00. 10—00 

paid t ramri. l>..u*o 00-09— 

paid John I'ierci; at — 00 — 

paid Simon Eire 1 . 10 . 

paid GtunfbTt SMrr 01—00—00 

paid Henry l^iiliips 05—00—00 

paid Htnry S>irkiiiti>n Cornu wood .... 10— 1>0— 00 

paid John Jmvv\ 03—00 00 

paid Ocorge Manioy tliree pounds .... oa — 00—00 

]iaid Jno. Joyliffe 03 . 00 , 00 

paid Amos Itii'hardxon 03 : 00. 00 

pd Edmond GrenlefT ...... 0— 10— 

pd Riwnrd I'cirler 1—0—0 

paid Nicholas riiillips 0—10— O 

pd Thomas Iliinrood 1—00- 

paid Tlicimas liratllc 6— 0— O 

paid Tlioiiiaa Baker in Iron workes .... 01—00— 

paid Johti IliKin in Sliingle or wurke .... 002—00-00 

paid J(.: Miiri-hall in shoes 01— 0— 

paid Henrv Alline [ ] 01-00—00 

paid |[uBhl)rury 01— 00 

paid J<ihnCollen« 1-0-0 

paid Tiiomas ScoHo ... 1—0—0 

paid NHlhnnell Thorn 0—10— 

paid J..I111 IViir.. 1—0—0 

paid Williiiiii Hi'adL' 00— 10-00 

paid Will. Tiiv 00—10—00 

paid .W: Il]iL,*kli.rh 01—00—00 

paid John Cloujili 00— 10— 00 

paid Sam" Davife 00— 05— 00 

paiil Hamui-ll Cole 03—00—00 

paid C!iri»[<.i.luTr.iUs„n 02—00-00 

jiaid llobiTt Nnnney 03—00-00 

paid Henry Bridcham 10— 00— 00 

jmid Thomaa Wnker 12—10-00 

paid Nnlhnnvll KvynolU 01— 00 00 

John llawkines tohaeo 01—00-00 

paid Artlinr Masson 00—10—00 

paid Ann Carlir lOs 00—10 . 00 

paiil Jamca Danis by Tho; Juv Gs A i* mori- 00-10— 00 

paid Daniel Tlirili 01-00— OO 

paid Thomas Kitch 00— 10— 00 

paid Edmund Ja.'kliii in Khitx or worki- if I tie in the 

eonlry when the houst/ is to be tilacscd 01—00=00 

paid William Gibson 00—05—00 

piiid Jeremy Cnstine 01 — 90 — 00 
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paid 

pd 

paid 
paid 
pd 10s 
paid 
paid 
paid 
paid 



paid 

pd 

pd 58 



paid 
paid 
paid 
paid 



Edmund Jackson by Thomas Fay . 
Miells Towne in lether . 
William Engrlish — in slioes . 
Joseph Howe Twenty Shillings 
Samuel Norden in shoes 
Robert Nash in worke . 
Matlicw Barnes — paid 1 — 9—3 
Thomas Dewer .... 
William Corser .... 
Bartholomew Cheever 30 s . 
Henery Messenger — paid 
Will. Colburn in [ ] or provision paid IGs 
Edward Goodwin . . . 

James Johnson in his Comodityes . 
John Newgat promise to give five 
[ ] the preveledg of our [ ] 
Thomas Bumsted of Boston promise 
Natha: Duncan .... 
Peter Duncan ..... 

John Wiswall 

Joseph Wise 



pound 



& in 



01—00-00 

00—58—00 

02—00—00 

01— 0— 

00—10— 

01—10—00 

1—10-00 

01—00— 

00—10— 

01—10— 

0—10— 

3. 00 00 

0-06—00 

02 : 00 : 00 

10—00—00 
1—00—00 

I— 10— 00 

02—10— 

2-00— 00 
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VOTES AND ACTS IN REGARD TO REBUILDING THE TOWN 

HOUSE AFTER THE FIRE IN 1711. 

To his Excellency Joseph Dudley Esqr Capt General & Governour in Chie- 
of Her Majestys Province of the Massachusetts Bay, the Honoble the Counf 
cil and the Representatives in General Court Assembled. 
October 17. 1711. 

The Humble Representation and Addresse of the Select Men of the Town 
of Boston. 

May it please your Excellency 
and Honours 
Amidst the Awfull Desolation & Consumption of Many Dwellings & much 
of the Substance of this Town by the fiery dispensation of Providence, It is 
a particular humbling and Afflictive Article That the House forPublick Meet- 
ings on Civic Occasions for the Province, County & Town, viz* for the Meeting 
of the General Assembly, the Holding of Councils, & Courts of Justice, & Town 
Meetings, is new lying Waste in its Ashes. 

We account it our Duty to lay the Consideration thereof before your Ex- 
cellency & this Hono*»*« Assembly and humbly pray your Advice & Direction 
for the Restoring & Rebuilding of the House for those Publick Uses & about 
the place where to set the same 
That what is most Honorable for the Government may be done therein. 

And Craue leaue to Subscribe 
Your Excellcy & Honours 
Obedient humble Servants 
p Order and in the Name of the s<* Select Men 

Joseph Prout Town Clerk 
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In the Hoase of Representatives October 22. 1711. Read & 

Ordered that Samuel Appleton Josiah Chapin Jn® Clarke James Warren 

Esqrs, Major Thomas Fitch Capt Simon Davis & Capt Samuel Phipps be a 

Committee to Joinc with such as the Honoble Board shall appoint to Consider 

of this Addresse & Report their opinion of what is proper to be done therein. 

Sent up for Concurrence. 

John Burrill Speaker. 

Die pred : In Council 

Rciid and concurred. And Elisha Hutchinson Samuel Sewall Nathl Payne 
& Thomas Noyes Esqrs Named of the Committee for the affair afores^^, Elisha 
Hutchinson Esqr to Appoint time & place 

Isaac Addington Secretary. 

The above Committee Advise that there be a House built in or Near the 
place where the Old Town House Stood for the Uses mentioned in the Memo- 
rial as convenient as may be without incommoding the Street The breadth not 
to Exceede thiiiy six feet the length So as to he Convenient for the ends Men- 
tioned in the Addresse That a Committee be Appointed by this Court to Take, 
Care for the building as speedily ^prudently as maybe The Charge thereof 
to be borne the one half by the Province, the other half by the Town of Boston 
& County of Suffolk in equal Proportion.* 

By Order of Major part of the Committee 

Elisha Hutchimsom 

Nov«^ 9**» 1711. In Council Read & sent down 
In the House of Representatives Nov' 9***. 1711. 
Read & Accepted with the Amendments. 

John Burrill Speaker, 

Novembe*" 10. 1711. In Council Read and Concurred 

And that Elisha Hutchinson and Penn Townsend Esq" with such as shall be 
Named by the Representatives be a committee for the affaftir. The Committe 
to Advise with his Exc*y & such skillfull Gentlemen they may think fitte 
to be consulted with about the Model of the House 

Sent down for Concurrence Isaac Addington Secretary. 

In the House of Kepresentatives 

Novenib"^ 10. 1711. Read & Concurred And Addington Davenport Sam** 
Tha.xter Esqr* & Capt. Phipps be Named for the office with libertie to the 
Town of Boston to Joine Two Persons More 

John Burrill Speaker 
Agreed to & Consented to by Jos: Dudley 
General Courts order for 
Rebuilding the Town House 
in Boston Novem'" 1711 
Massachusetts Archives. Book 113. pp. 618 G19. 

In the House of Representatives 
Nov' 9«h 1711. 

Resolved That the Sum of fforty Pounds, be Allowed, out of the publick 
Treasury to M*" Benj*: Johns, for the use this Court makes of his House, in a 
year, beginning the 17**»: Octo"^ hist (if they improve it so long) Fifteen 



>A copy of thij* report prt't»cncd by the Maf>Haehu»otti> Uistorlcal Society, l8 printed in the 
City volumo on llie DcHlication of the pri-nent City Hall in 1S65. There is on it this memoran 
dum : "Note. That the Houtie is for Tublick Meetinirs on Civil Occagions: for the Proviiice, 
County and Town, viz, for the Meeting of the General Assembly, the Holding of Councila 
and Courtd of Justice, and Town meeling. 
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Pounds thereof to be now drawn out of the Treasury, the Remainder as this 
Court shall order. 
Sent up for Concurrence. John Burrill Speaker 

In Council 
Novr lO'h 1711. 

Read and concurred 

Is*: Addington Soctr'y. 
Book 48 p. 420 

Court Records, p. 244. Passed in House of Representatives, read and con- 
curred. 
Nov. 7 1712. 

Ordered that it be an Instruction to the Committee appointed to build the 
Province & Court House that they fit the East 'Chamber for the Use of His 
Excellency the Governor & the Hon*'^® the Council, the Middle Chamber for 
the House, the West Chamber for the Sup"" & Inf^ Courts. 

Ordered that there be but two offices below stairs in the Province & Court 
House now Building; in Boston one for the Secretary the other for the Regis- 
ter of Deeds in the County of Suffolk, Consented to, J. Dudley. 
In the House of Representatives. 

March 21: 1711. 
Ordered That It be an Instruction to the Committee appointed to Build the 
Court House or Exchange in Boston, That It be not more than One Hundred 
& twelve, nor lesse than one Hundred & ten ffeet in length. 

Sent up for Concurrence. John Burrill Speaker 

In Council. 
March 21. 1711. p. 425. 

Read and Concurred 

Is-*^ Addington Secry 

At a Council held at the Council Chamber in Boston upon Saturday the 23*^ 
of August 1712. 

The Committee for overseeing the building of the Court & Town House in 
Boston moving for a further supply of money 

Advised & consented That a Warrant be made out to the Treasurer to 
advance & pay to M.' William Payne of the said Committee and deputed their 
treasurer the further sum of Five hundred pounds over and above the Five 
hundred pounds already drawn for at twice to be imployed for and about the 
said Building he to be accomptable for the disposal of it accordingly. 

Council Records, 1708 to 1712, page 598. 

At a Council held at the Council Chamber in Boston upon Friday the 15^ 
February 1711. 

The Committee for the rebuilding of the Town & Court House in Boston 
now in hand with, proposing to have two hundred pounds advanced towards 
the s** Building to be put into the hands of M"" William Payne by them 
deputed a Treasurer for paying of the workmen &c. 

Pursuant to the Grant of the General Assembly, Advised & consented 
That a Warrant be made out to the Treasurer to advance and pay the sum of 
Two hundred pounds to the said M'" Payne for the use aforesaid upon Ac- 
compt accordingly. 

Council Records, page 522. 

# 

At a Council held at the Council Chamber in Boston upon Monday, the 
18»»» of February 1711. 

An accompt of Disbursements by the- Select men of Boston in repairs of 
the late Town house from Septemb^ 5^ 1709 to the time of its desolation, 
amounting to Eleven pounds two shillings & one penny presented and 
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Pursuant to the Act of the General Assembly, 

Advised & considered That a Warrant be made out thereupon to tlie 
Treaaurer to pay Five pounds eleven shilling^ & one penny, <| being one half 
of the afores** Disburse to the Town Treasurer of Boston. 

At a Council held at the Council Chamber in Boston upon Monday the 
29^ of December 1712. 

Present His Excellency Joseph Dudley Esq^ Gov' 

Elisha Hutchinson W™ Hutchinson Andrew Belcher Peter Sergeant Esq** 
Penn Townsend Enq" Edw<* Bromfield Esq™ Isaac Addington Esq^ 

The Committee for overseeing the building of the Court & Town Honse in 
Boston moveing for a further supply of money for that occasion 

Pursuant to the Grant of the General Assembly. 

Advised & consented That a Warrant be made out to the Treasurer to ad- 
vance the further sum of Five hundred pounds (over & above One thousand 
pounds already issued by several Draughts) to M*" William Payne of the 
said Committee & deputed their Treasurer to be employed for and upon the 
said Building, He to be accomptable for the disposal of it accordingly. 

Council Records, page 639. 

• 

At a Council held at the Council Chamber in Boston upon Monday the 6^ 
of April 1713. 

Pursuant to a Resolve pass*d by the General Assembly at their Session in 
March last, that the Treasu'' be directed to supply the Treasurer of the Town 
of Boston with the sum of Four hundred & fifty pounds in the public bills of 
credit to be applyed towanls the carrying on & finishing the Town House or 
edifice now in building in Boston, as part of the Town's proportion of thai 
charge, he t»king good & sufficient security for the repaying of the 8^ sum 
into the Treasury again on or before the twentyeth day of February next 

Advised & consented Tiiat a Warrant be made out to the Treasurer to ad- 
vance & supply to M"" Joseph Prout present Treaaurer of -the Town of Boston 
the aforesaid sum of Four hundred & fifty pounds in Bills of publick credit 
for the use aforesaid taking good & sufficient security for the repayment of 
the same again accordingly. Council Records, 1712 to 1718, page 22. 

At a Council held at the Council Chamber in Boston upon Wednesday 
April 29t*» 1713. 

Present His Excellency Joseph Dudley Esq^ Governour &s. 

Pursuant to the vote of the General Assembly at their Session in October 
1711 for the raising of a new edifice within the town of Boston in or near the 
place where the Town House stood before the desolation thereof by fire for 
Publick Meetings on civil occasions for the use of the Province County & 
Town the charge thereof to be borne the one half by the Province the other 
half by the Town of Boston & county of Suffolk in equal proportion. 

Advised & consented that a Warrant be made to the Treasurer to advance 
& pay to M^ William Payne of the Committee for overseeing the Building of 
the s** House & deputetl to their Treasurer the further sum of Five hundred 
pounds over & above what has been already advanced to him towards that • 
work, he to be accomptable for the disposal of it accordingly. 

Council Records, 1712 to 1718, p. 32. 

At a Council held at the Council Chamber in Boston upon Wednesday, the 
22<*of July 1713. 

M"" William Payne of the Committee for overseeing the building of the 
Court & Town House in Boston & deputed their Treasurer moving for a further 
supply of money towards defreying the charge thereof 

Advised & consented That a Warrant ]>e made out to the Treasurer to ad- 
vance & pay to the s^ Williau] Payne of the Committee & Treasurer as aforesaid 
the further sum of Five hundred pounds for that service to be employed on 
& about the Building he to be accomptable for the disposal of it accordingly. 

Ibid., page 68. 
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Augast 27, 1713. Accorapt presented by M' W"™ Payne of expenses in the 
Council chamber, where his Excell^^^ was attended by the Council officers 
civil & military and other Gent and on the Kegiment under their arms attend- 
ing His Excellency on the 2i^ of August currant at the Publication of the 
Peace between Her Majesty & the French King amounting to Fourteen 
pounds & eight shilling. 

Advised & consented to pay the above sum. Ibid., p. 86. 

March 10, 1713. 

Council Advised & consented to pay Mr William Payne of the Committee 
for overseeing the Building of the Town House in Boston the sum of seventy 
one pounds nine shillings and five pence being the balance remaining due 
from the Province to their part of the charge for building b^ house according 
to the Report of the Committee for auditing the Accompts thereof accepted 
by the General Assembly. 

Ibid., page 160. 

Town Records. Nov 16, 1711. Vol 2, p. 333. 

Voted. A Concurrence with the proposalls made by the Gen^ Assembly 
Af^ building a House in or neer the place where the Old Town House stood, 
for the uses therein Mentioned, with an addition of these words [and all other 
Town affaires] as part of the uses thereof. 

Voted. That Thomas Brattle Esq^ and m' William Payn be the persons 
nominated & Chosen by this Town to joyn w<^ the committee Raised by the 
Gcn'^ Court to mafiage that affair. 

Selectmen's minutes. Anno 1711 : Decemb'" 10*** p. 25. 

Voted. That Thomas Bratle Esq% ni"" Josiah Tny, m" Eliz» Maccarty & 
m'* Eliz<^ Powning shall be taken into Consideration in order to Satisfaction 
for their Houses w«*» were Blown up in order to Stop the progress of the fire 
w«*» hapened in this Town y« 2<* of Octob*" Last. 

p. 2G. Also James Meers, Martha Gwin, Sarah Dynly & Rich^ Proctor, 
for their Houses being blown up. 
Thorn" Brattle Esq. allowed Thirty Pounds 
Isaiah Tay Thirty-five Pounds 

Eliz» Maccarty Sixty 

Eliz» Powning Thirty five 

James Meers Twenty five 

Martha Gwin Twenty five ** 

Sarah Dinely Ten ** 

Richard Proctor Ten ** 



(i 

it 



(From the original, in the possession of the Massachusetts Historical 

Society. ) 

** RELATING TO Y^ TOWN HOUSE RENTS. READ MARCH 

10™ 1711-12." 

** Whereas the Rents reserved to the Town of Boston for several spare 
Rooms in, under, and At^oyning to the late Town House beside all rooms 
made use of there for Publick Occasions, did according to the Rates they 
were lett, or might have been Lett at amount to Eighty pounds P** annum. 

And the Great and Gen" Court or Assembly of this Province haveing lately 
directed, That there be a House built in or neer the place where the Old 
Town House stood, for Publick meetings on Civill Occasions. For Province 
County and Town, Viz'. For the Meeting of the Gen" Assembly, The holdiug 
of Councills and Courts of Justice and Town Meetings, the Charge thereof 
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to be bom tbe One halfe by the ProTince, the Other halfe by the Town of 
Boston and County of Suffolk in Equall proportion, unto which proposal the 
Inhabitants of Boston have Voted their Concurrance. 

And since there is prospect of as great if not g^reater improTem** and advan- 
tage by such spare room in the g^ new building now to be Erected, it may 
not be unseasonable for the Inhabitants of this Town now to make Sutable 
provision to secure that priviledge and benefitt to them selves and their sue- 
cessors. 

And altho other Arguments might be of weight for their being so benefitted, 
Tet rather then forego and lose the same, May it not be adviseable for them 
to agree upon bearing some Additional Charge in y* s^ building as an Equiva- 
lent, That so they may be thereby Effectually Intitulled to the benefit and 
improvement of all such rooms and spaices in under and adjoyning to the 
s^ New building which shall be conveniently capable of being inclosed and 
Improved for distinct uses, and otherwise not needful! to be made use of for 
those afore mentioned intentions proposed by the Gen^ Court, and thereby to 
lessen the Charge of the Province, Town and County in their respective 
proportions as aforesaid. Tiie wiiich additional! charge, together with the 
Charge of Incloseing and fitting of shopps &c. there, may (if the town sees 
meet) to very good advantage be defrayd out of that their money w^ is the 
Effects of Lands sold and in Equity ought to be so layd out as to raise and 
perpetuate an income to the Town. 

And in case sutable Application be made to the Gen*' Court on the behalfe 
of this Town relating to the premisies, under the consideration of their £k- 
cessive growing Charge and Expcnccs, & their so great a loss by the Late Fire 
& that the Late Town-House w^** was built at the Charge of y^ Inhabitants of 
this Town was for necr fifty years past made use of for all Publick Occasions 
w^out any other Charge to the Public then that for some of the Later years 
they have born part of y« Charge of y* Kepairet. 

And that the Town of Boston being the true and proper Owners of all that 
Land on w<^^ the said New building is now to be erected. It is pretamed that 
they will readily agree unto so just and reasonable a proposal. 

Proposed Bv Joseph Prout Bead at y« begining of y« Town meeting y* 10*** 
of March 1711-12. 
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PAPERS RELATING TO THE REBUILDING OF THE TOWN 

HOUSE IN 1747. 

In the House of Representatives Dec*" 9, 1747 

Ordered that the Select Men of the Town of Boston be desired to take care 
of the Materials belonging to the late Court House which are preserved from 
the Flames. 

Sent up for concurrence 

T. HuTCHixsoN Spkr. 

In Council Dec' 9. 1747 Read & Concurr'd 

J. WiLLARD Secy 
Consented to 

W. Shirley 

Massachusetts Archives, Book 49. p. 204 
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In the House of Representatives Dec. 9. 1747. 

The House taking into further consideration the awful Providence of God 
this Morning in the destruction of the Court House and great part of the 
puhlick Records by Fire. 

Ordered that the Speaker Colo Stoddard Col** Heath Col^ Choate M' Frost 
Capt Partridge and Col" Otis with such as the Hon^^*' Board shall Joyn, be a 
Committee to Consider and Report what is necessary to be done by the Court 
at this Juncture. 

Sent up for concurrence 

T. Hutchinson Spkr 

In Council Dec' 9. 1747. Read & Concurred, 
& Josiah Willard, Sam^ Walley, John Cushing, John Quincy, John Chandler 
& And* Oliver Esq" are joined in y« Affair 

J. WiLLARD Secy. 
Book 49. p. 205. 
Committee to provide Boards for 
the Court House Walls 
Dec. 10 1747. 
Entered 
In the House of Representatives Dec^ 11, 1747. 

Ordered that M** Frost with such as the Hon^^*^ Board shall Joyne be directed 
to Contract for sixty thousand feet of Boards forty thousand of them Merchant- 
able and twenty thousand clear for the Service of the Province and 

Also three thousand feet of one Inch and half clear Stuff and three thousand 
feet of Stuff for Window Frames 

Sent up for concurrence 

T. Hutchinson Spkr. 

In Council December 11^^ 1747. Read and Concurred and John Hill Esq' 
is Joyned in the Affair 

J. WiLLARD Secry 
Book 49. p. 206. Consented to W. Shirley. 

In the House of Representatives Dec' ll"» 1747 

Ordered that the Select Men of Boston be desired and impowered to Secure 
the Walls of the late Court House from the inconveniences of the Weather by 
Causing the same to be covered with Boards in the best and cheapest manner 

Sent up for concurrence 

T. Hutchinson Spkr 

In Council Dec' 11 1747 Read and Concurr'd 

J. WiLLARD Secry. 

Book 49. p. 207. 

In the House of Representatives March 3, 1747 

Ordered that Col^ Hale CoIp Otis M^ Boardman M' Fore and M' Hub- 
bard with such as the Hon^' Board shall appoint be a Comntittee to Consider 
and Report a proper place in the Town of Boston for building a New Court 
House 

Sent up for concurrence 

T. Hutchinson Spkr. 

In Council March 3, 1747. 

Read & Concur'd And Jacob Wendell, Samuel Danforth, Sam^ Watts, John 
Chandler, & Ezekiel Chever Esq", are joined in the Affiiir 

J. WiLLARD Secry 

Book 49. p. 510 
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In the House of Representatives 9 March 1747 

Voted that the late Court House in the Town of Boston be Repaired as soon 
as conveniently may be & that one half the Charge thereof be borne by the 
Province the other half by the County of Suffolk & the Town of Boston 

Sent up for concurrence 

T. HuTcuiMsoN Spkr. 
In Council, March 9, 1747; Read & Concur*d, 

J. WiLLARD Secry 
Consented to 

W. Shirlet 

Book 49, p. 211 
In the House of Representatives March 11, 1747. 

Whereas it has been determined by this Court that the late Court House 
should be repaired, and tiiat one half the Charge siiould be born by the Coun- 
ty of Suffolk and the Town of Boston, but the proportion between the County 
and Town is not settled by said vote. 

Resolved that one quarter part of the Charge of repairing b^ House be born 
by the said County, and one quarter part by said Town. Also voted tliat M' 
Speaker M"" Hubbard and M*" Allen with such as the Hon^^* Board shall Joyn 
be a Conini«* to Purchase and Procure proper Materials to Effect the repair of 
said House agreeable to the vote of the 10^*» Curr*. Also to Prepare a Plan of 
the Inside Work that the room may be so disposed as will be most beneficial 
to the Province County and Town. And that they Lay the same before tliis 
Court, with an Estimate of the Charge at their next sitting 

Sent up for concurrence 

T. lluTciiiKsoN Spkr. 

In Council ; Mar. 10. 1747; Read & Concur'd & Jacob Wendell & Andrew 
Olliver Esq", are Joined in the Affair 

J. WiLLARD Secry. 
Consented to, 

W. Shirley 

Book 49. 212, 213. 

The Committee appointed the 11 Ins* to procure Materials to effect the Re- 
pairs of the Court House & to prepare a Plan & make an Estimate of the 
C'harge, have divers times met, & consulted Workmen thereupon : and beg 
leave to report 

That in obedience to the order of the lion***® General Court, they have 
taken measures for procuring the Lumber needful for this purpose & have 
actually agreed for a great part of it. 

The Committee herewith present a Plan of the inside Work, which they 
apprehend will be the most commodious & best answer the design of the 
Building ; and upon the best information they can obtain they judge that the 
said Repairs will amount to Eighteen thousand One Imndred & four Pounds 
old teni* as by the Estimate herewith, all which is humbly submitted. 

Jacob Wendell by order 
March 31: 1748 

In Council April 7. 1747. Read & sent down. 
In the House of Representatives 12^ April 1748 

Read and Ordered tliat the Committee be directed to Proceed & cause the 
Court House to be rebuilt agreeable to the Plan laid before the Court with 
this Report. 

Sent up for concurrence 

T. Hutchinson Spkr 
In Council April 13, 1748; Read & Concur'd 

J. WiLLARD Secry. 
Consented to 

W. Shirley. 

Book 49. pp. 214, 216. 
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In the House of Representative^ April 8. 1748 

Voted that the Treasurer be directed to Pay into the hands of the Com- 
mittee for purchasing Materials for building a Court House the Sum of One 
hundred pounds out of the Appropriation for payment of matters & things for 
which there is no ^Establishment. The said Comm^ to be accountable 

Sent up for concurrence 

T. HoTCHiNsoN Spkr. 

In Council April 9">. 1748. Read & Concur'd 

J. Willabd Secry. 
Consented to 

W Shirley. 

Book 49. p. 216 

In the House of Representatives June 15 1748 

Voted that the Committee app*^ to take care of the rebuilding the Court 
House be allowed to receive out of the publick Treasury the Sum of fifteen 
hundred pounds to Enable them to Proceed in that Affair. The said Com- 
mittee to be accountable. 

Sent up for concurrence 

T Hutchinson Spkr 
In Council June 15 1748 Read and Concurr'd 

J. Willabd Secry. 
Consented to 

W. Shirley. 

Book 49. p. 228. 

In the House of Representatives NoV^ 22, 1748. 

Ordered that the Sum of fifteen Hundred pounds be paid out of the Treasury 
into the hands of the Comm«« app*<^ to take care of the repairs of the Town 
House &c They to be accountable 

Sent up for concurrence 

T. Hutchinson Spkr. 

In Council Nov'. 22. 1748 Read & Concur*d 

J. Willabd Secry. 
Consented to 

W. Shirley. 

Book 49. p. 238 

To The Hon^^* : Spencer Phips Esq"^ : Leiv' Governour and Commander in 
cheif in and over his Majesty's Province of the Massachusetts Bay in New Eng- 
land, To the Hon" his Majesty's Council, and to the Honb^ the House of 
Representatives in General Court Assembled, 
The Petition of Abigail Halyburton of Boston Widow, humbly sheweth. 
That in the year 1 747 when the Court House was consumed by Fire, his 
Majesty's Council took a Room in the House slie had hired of Madam Stod- 
dard, for which she did not intend to trouble your Honour and this Hon^^« 
Court about, but on her Settling her Accounts of Rent with said Mad"* Stod- 
dard lately she had obliged her to pay Thirty four Pounds old Tenor for the 
Rent of that House, when she had no other Improvement for it than for his 
Majesty's Council to sit in as aforesaid, your Memorialist begs leave further to 
represent, that at the same Time at Col*' Pollard's request she was at about 
Eight Pounds old Tenor costs for Forms for the Council Use, and she has 
had no Allowance for either Forms, or Rents therefore she prays your Honours 
to take the Premises into consideration & make her such Allowance as you ir. 
your great Wisdom shall think proper and as in Duty bound shall ever 
pray 

Abigaill Hallybubton 

Book 49. p. 262, 
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In the House of Representatires Jan^ 10 1749 

Read and Ordered that the Prayer of the Pet<^' be so far granted as that the 
Pet>^ be allowed out of the publick Treasury the Sum of three pounds in fall' 
for the Use of her House which was improred in the Service of the Province 
when the late Court House was Consumed by fire. 

Sent up for concurrence 

J. DwiGHT Spkr. 
In Council Jan. 10. 1749 Read & Concur'd 

J. WiLLARD Secry 
Consented to 

S Phips. 

p. 263. 
In the House of Representatives. JanJ^. 26 1749 

Ordered that the Treasurer be directed to deliver the Committee appointed 
to take care of the repairs [of] the Townhouse &c the Sura of One thousand 
pounds Lawful Money to be by them paid to the workmen &c Who have per- 
form*d that Service 
The said Comm<^ to be accountable for their doings to this Court. 

Sent up for concurrence 

Tho* Hubbard Spkr pro Tempore 

In Council Jan. 26, 1749 ; Read & concur'd 



Consented to 



J. WiLLARD Secry. 

S. Phips 
Book 49, p. 264. 



In the House of Representatives March 31 1750 
Ordered that the Committee appointed to take care of the Repairs of the 
Court House be directed to lay their Accounts upon the Table as soon as may 
be 

Sent up for concurrence 

Tuo* Hubbard Spkr pro Tempeis. 
In Council March 31 1750 

Read and Concurred Saml Holbrook Dep^ Secry 

Consented to 

S. Puips. p. 266. 

lathe House of Representatives April 19, 1750 

Ordered that the Sum of Sixty Six pounds thirteen shillings and four pence 
be allowed & p^ out of the publick Treasury to the Committee for repairing^ 
the Town House &c in consideration of their time & trouble in taking care of 
said Repairs &c. to be equally proportiond among them. 
Sent up for concurrence 

T Hubbard Spkr pro Tempore 

In Council April 19. 1760 Read & Concur'd 

Saml Holbrook Dy Secry 
Consented to 

S. Phips 
Book 49. p. 277. 

At a Great & General Court or Assembly for his Majesty's Province of the 
Massachusetts Bay in New England, began & held at Boston upon Wednesday 
thirtieth day of May 1750, being called by his Majesty's Writts. 

Friday Octo^ 5. 1750 

In the House of Kepres^'^ Whereas the Charge of building the Town 
House in Boston was by tlie General Court ordered to be paid, one half by 

1 Ah it U)ok about eleven pounds old tenor to make one pound sterling, the Council probably 
paidiufull. — W. H. W. 
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the Province, one quarter part thereof by the Town of Boston, & the other 
quarter part thereof by the County of Suffolk, & it has been resolved by the 
General Court that the said Town & County shall pay the same proportion in 
the late Repairs thereof, the whole Charge of wliich Repairs amounts to 
thirty seven hundred & five pounds eleven Shillings & four pence Lawful 
money ; 

Wherefore Ordered that the Town of Boston aforesaid pay into the 
Province Treasury Nine hundred twenty six pounds seven shillings & ten 
pence, being one quarter part of the Charge of said Repairs; And the 
Province Treasurer is hereby ordered & directed to proportion the Sum of 
Nine hundred & twenty six pounds seven shillings & ten pence, to and among 
the Towns in the County of Suffolk, according to the Proportion which each 
Town in said County bore, one to the other, in the last Province Tax ; And 
the Treasurer is further Ordered to give out his Warrants to the Assessors of 
the Town of Boston for the year 1750 requiring them to Assess the Sum of 
Nine hundred twenty six pounds seven shillings & ten pence on the Polls & 
Estates in the said Town of Boston, according to the Direction of the last 
Province Tax Act, & also to give out his Warrants to the Assessors of the 
several Towns in said County of Suffolk, requiring them to assess on Polls & 
Estates in their respective Towns their proportionable Parts of the said sum 
of Nine hundred & twenty six pounds seven shillings & ten pence by the 
same Rule aforesaid : And the said Treasurer & the Assessors aforesaid, and the 
Collectors and Constables to whom the Assessment for the Tax aforesaid 
shall be committed, be & hereby are fully impowered & directed to act in their 
respective offices for the enforcing the Payment of said sums into the Province 
Treasury on or before the last day of March next, in all respects, as by the 
Law of this province, said Officers are impowered to do for the enforcing the 
Payments of Province Taxes. 

In Council ; Read & Non Concur'd 

A true Copy as of Record 

Attest"" Saml Holbbook D Secry. 
Book 49. p. 298. 

Dec. 9. 1747. In the House of Representatives, 

Ordered that M*" Frost, Cap*. Partridge & CoK Otis with such as the 
Hon*'^®. Board shall appoint be a Committee to inquire after & secure any 
Books Records & Papers that may have been preserved from the Flames, 
which consumed the Court House this morning. 

In Council Read & Concur'd ; and Josiah Willard, Samuel Welles & Andrew 
Oliver Esq" are joined in the Affair. Court Records p. 273, 274. 

In the House of Representatives. Ordered that the Select men of Boston 
be desired & impowered to secure the Walls of the late Court House from 
the Inconveniences of the Weather by causing them to be covered with 
Boards in the best & cheapest manner. In Council, Read & Concur'd. Con- 
sented to by the Governour. 

p: 278 

March 2, 1747. [i.^., 1747-48.] 

His Excellency sent the following Message to the House by the Secretary, 
viz' 

Gentlemen of the House of Representatives 

At the beginning of this Session I recommended to you the making Provi- 
sion for a Court House, I was in hopes the Inconvenience you suffer in your 
present Situation would have prompted you to have given Dispatch to this 
Affair, but perceiving it is still delayed, I must desire you to resume the Con- 
sideration, lest the General Court shou'd be put to the same Difficulties an 
other Winter. 

p. 305. 
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April 13, 1748. Jacob Wendell Esq^*. from the Committee appointed to 
take Care of the rebuilding of the Court House gave in the following Report, 
viz'. 

Tlie Committee appointed the 10^ of March last to procure Materials to 
eflect the Repairs of the Court House, & to prepare4i Plan, & make an Estimate 
of the Charge huvc divers times met & consulted Work men there upon & beg 
Leave to Report, — Tliat in Obedience to the Order of the Hon"«, General 
Court they have taken Measures for procuring the Lumber needful for this 
Purpose, & have actually agreed for a great part of it. 

The Conmiittee herewith present a Plan of the Inside Work which they 
apprehend will be the most commodious, & best answer the Design of the 
Building; And upon the best Information they can obtain they Judge that 
the said Repairs will Amount to Eighteen thousand, one hundred & four 
Pounds old Tenor, as by the Estimate herewith. 

March 31, 1748 

All which is respectfully submitted 

Jacob Wendell. 

p*" order 

In the House of Representatives. Read & Ordered that the Committee be 
directed to proceed, & cause the Court House to be rebuilt, agreeable to the 
Plan laid before the Court with this Report. 
In Council ; Read & Concur'd 

Consented to by the Governo*". 

Court Records, p. 330. 

April 23 1748. In the House of Representatives. 

Voted that the Treasurer be directed to pay into the hands of the Com- 
mittee for rebuilding the late Court House, the Sum of Five Hundred Pounds, 
such sum to be taken of the Appropriation where there is no Establishment ; 
The said Comm*'^*'. to be xVccomptable. 

In Council; Read & Concur'd. Consented to by the Governour. 

p. 345. 

April 20, 1749. In the House of Representatives. Ordered that the Sum 
of Twelve Hundred & fifty Pounds be paid out of the Publick Treasury to 
the Committee appointed to effect the Repairs of the Court House in Boston, 
the said (/Omniittee to ho accountable. 

In Council ; Read & ConcurM 

Consented to by the Governour 

p. 477. 

April 25, 1751. In the House of Representatives: 

Wliereas the Charge of building the Town House in Boston was by the 
General Court ordered to be paid one half by the Province, one Quarter part 
thereof by the Town of Boston, and the other Quarter part thereof by the 
County of Suffolk, And it has been Resolved by the General Court that the 
said Town & County shall pay the same Proportion in the late Repairs thereof: 
The whole Charjrc of which Repairs amounts to thirty seven hundred five 
Pounds eleven sliillinj^s & four pence Lawful Money : Wherefore 

C)rdered that The Town of Boston aforesaid pay into the Province Treas- 
ury nine hundred twenty six Pounds seven shillings & ten pence becing 
One Quarter part of the ('harge of Said Repairs, And that the County of 
Suffolk pay into the Province Treasury Nine hundred Twenty six Pounds 
seven vShillinjijrs v^- ten pence being also one Quarter part of the Charge of said 
Repairs, and the I'rovince Treasurer is hereby Ordered & directed to propor- 
tion the Sum of Nine hundred twenty six Pounds seven shillings & ten pence 
to & amon«j the Towns in the County of Suffolk, according to the Proportion, 
which each Town in said (bounty hears one to another in the present valuation. 

And the Treasurer is further ordered to give his Warrants to the Assessors 
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of the Town of Boston, for the year 1750, requiring them to assess the Sum 
of Nine hundred twenty six Pounds eleven shillings & Ten pence on the Polls 
& Estates in the said Town of Boston, according to the Direction in the present 
Valuation, and also to give out his Warrants to the Assessors of the several 
Towns in said County of Suffolk, requiring them to assess on Polls & Estates 
in their respective Towns their proportionable part of s*^ Sum of Nine hun- 
dred twenty six Pounds seven shillings & ten pence by the same Rule afore- 
said. And the said Treasurer & the assessors aforesaid & the Collectors & 
Constables, to whom the Assessment for the Tax aforesaid shall be committed 
be & hereby are fully impowered & directed to act in their respective Offices, 
for the Enforcing the Payment of said Sums into the Province Treasury on or 
before the last day of March next in all Respects as by the Law of this 
Province said Officers are impowered to do for enforcing the Payment of 
Province Taxes. 
In Council Read & Concur'd Consented to by tiie Lieu* Govern^ 

page 337. 
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THE LION AND THE UNICORN. 

(See anict p. 65.) 
In delivering this address, reference was made to the Lion and 
Unicom, which adorned the eastern front of the building, as 
'* Royal Arms," and the words were retained, though not techni- 
cally correct. Correctly speaking, there are no arms shown on the 
building ; the two wooden figures being only the supporters of a 
shield whose outline only is indicated. The first question to con- 
sider in deciding what this shield would naturally be, is, "'Does 
the use of the Lion and Unicorn, as supporters, necessarily impl}' 
the presence of the arms of Great Britain, or of the ruling fam- 
ily?'' The answer must be in the negative. For example, good 
authorities state that the Dukes of Northumberland long used 
these supporters. The fact more to the point is, that they were 
often used in connection with the arms of various colonies. In 
September, 1686, King James II. granted to the New England 
Colonies, then governed by Andros, a great seal, both sides of 
which are shown in the annexed engravings. 
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In the following yfiir King James grnnted ft seal to Xew Tork, 
Olio aitle beurinj; the Royal Anns, with the Garter CrowD Supi>ort- 
era ami Motto, with the inscriptloD, "SigiUum Provindifi Nostrse 
Novi Elioriui, etc., iu Anierioa," (IliBtorical Mt^;., April, 1862.) 
It is lielievetl that similar grants were made to other colonies, os- 
pi'cially 10 New IIaiiii>!ihirf. 

Unilei' till' Si'foiid (liaitor of JlassachiiHCtta a change was ncces- 
siiiT, iisi lliat provifk'il for a '■ |iiibti(|iie seal to be appointed by tlie 
(.'i-onti," Tlie fulloning engravings show the two different forms 
ivlii.'Ii tills Mil! :i>siinie.l fi'oiii A.l). W.i-i to the Revolntion : — 






X'''A:^"'-'-A:m%'' 
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It has not seemed worth while to push this inquiry as to the 
exact dates of the first and last use of each form ; but Mr. Thomas 
C. Amory, in a careful essay printed in the Proceedings of the 
Massachusetts Historical Society for December, 1867, thinks that 
the second form came into use about September, 1728, when the 
Supplemental Charter of George I. came into effect. At the ac- 
cession of George III. the seal was changed in respect to his 
name, but not otherwise. Of course this seal ceased to be used 
at the Revolution. 

It will be seen, however, that for some fifty j'ears the seal of 
Massachusetts was a shield of the Royal Arms, with the Lion and 
Unicorn for supporters, and an inscription denoting that they 
were used for and in behalf of the Province. In the interesting 
painter's bill, printed (ante^ p. 64), it appears that within the 
building were carved representations of the Colony Arms as dis- 
tinct from the King's Arms. Although no specimen is now known 
of these Colony Arms, it cannot be doubted that they were the 
same as those on the Great Seal. 

It is, therefore, at least as probable that these supporters would 
imply the Province coat-of-arms, as the Royal Arms. But in 
reality there was no distinction between them, and it would seem 
to be an unnecessary stretch of fancy to insist upon seeing in 
these inoffensive wooden images a reminder of British rule, rather 
than of the glorious Provincial Government, that precursor and 
creator of our later free State. 

So long as the emblems have at least an equal claim to be 
viewed as Provincial insignia, and especially as it would be im- 
possible to use any other heraldic ornaments to denote that 
period, there seem to be sound grounds for us to retain these 
figures. 

As to their removal by our forefathers, it is necessary to say 
only that, at that date, such an act had a meaning. It was the 
visible ' token of the revolt against royalty, and was, therefore. 
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accept this most generous and noble benefaction, for the uses and 
intentions they are designed for ; and do appoint the Hon. Thomas 
Gushing, Esq., the Moderator of this meeting, the Hon. Adam 
Winthrop, Edward Hutchinson, Ezekiel Lewis, Samuel Waldo, 
Thomas Hutchinson, Esquires ; the Selectmen and Representatives 
of the town of Boston, with the Hon. Jacob Wendell, James 
Bowdoin, Andrew Oliver, Capt. Nathaniel Cunningham, Peter 
Chardon, and Charles Apthorp, Esquires, to wait on Peter Fan- 
euil, Esq., in the name of the Town, to render him their most 
heart}' thanks for so bountiful a gift; with their prayers that 
this and other expressions of his bounty and charity may be 
abundantly recompensed with the divine blessing." 

" It was then voted unanimously that, in testimony of the Town's 
gratitude to the said Peter Faneuil, Esq., and to perpetuate bis 
memory, the Hall over the market place be named Faneuil Hall, 
to be at all times hereafter called and known by that name. 

'* As a further testimony of respect it was voted that Mr. Fan- 
euil*8 picture be drawn at full length at the expense of the town, 
and placed in the Hall, and the Selectmen were charged with the 
commission, which was accordingly executed." (Snow's. Hist, of 
Boston, p. 234.) March 14, 1744, the town voted to purchase the 
Faneuil arms, elegantly carved and gilt, by Moses Deshon, to be 
fixed in the Hall. 

On Tuesday, January 13, 17(11, during a spell of extremely 
cold weather, a fire broke out in one of the shops opposite the 
north side of Faneuil Hall, and consumed the row of wooden 
buildings there. The fire ""communicated itself to that stately 
edifice, Faneuil Hall Market, the whole of which was entirely con- 
sumed, except the brick walls, which are left standing." The 
*' records and papers, with such other things as could be con- 
veniently removed, were mostly saved." The first meeting at 
Faneuil Hall after it was repaired was on March 14, 1763, 
when James Otis, Jr., delivered an address. Some slight alter- 
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atioDB were made in some parts of the work, but the size of 
the building remained the same. (Snow's Hist., p. 247.) 

The two views here given, one from the Massachusetts Maga- 
zine for March, 1789, and the other, from Snow's History in 1826, 
show the Revolutionary building and the present one. The white 
lines in Snow's view indicate the proportion of old material in the 
existing Hall. In 1805 the enlargement was made, doubling the 
width of the building and adding a third story. The first Hall 
was calculated to hold one thousand persons, but, as we have 
noted before, whenever a large town meeting was held it adjourned 
to the Old South Church for additional room. 
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THE COURT HOUSE, OR OLD CITY HALL. 

But little has been printed in regard to the building on School 
street, occupied as the First City Hall from 1822 to 1830, and 
again from 1840 to 1862. The handsome volume, descriptive of 
our New City Hall, printed in 1866, begins its record only with the 
measures which, in 1838, led to the second occupancy of the old 
building upon the removal, in 1840, from the Old State House. 
In fact, on p. 44 of that document, it is said that Faneuil Hall 
was the first City Hall, and was so used from 1822 to 1830. This 
is clearly incorrect, as the following statements will show ; for we 
must regard that building as the City Hall, in which the Mayor 
and Aldermen and the Common Council held their meetings, 
and where the greater part of the departments had their oflSces. 

The earliest view of this Court Ho^se is found in the " Polyan- 
thos " for September, 1813, which is here copied. 
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In Snow's History of Boston, printed in 1826, he describes the 
stone Court House, in Court square, as built in 1810. '*The 
lower story of the centre is improved by the Registrar of Deeds 
and Clerk of the C C. P. ; the second story by the County 
Courts ; and the upper by the Common Council of the city. The 
Mayor and Aldermen's room is in the upper story of the western 
wing ; under that are the offices of the Auditor and City Marsh- 
al; and on the lower floor the Probate Office. In the eastern 
wing are the offices of the clerk of the 8. J. Court-rooms, for the 
judges, and for tlie juries, and one occupied by the Law Li- 
brary.*' 

In Bowen's Picture of Boston, printed in 1829, is a description 
of the offices. "The Mayor and Aldermen's room is a plain but 
convenient apartment in the third story of the west wing of the 
Stone Court House, Court Square in School street. A railing 
runs across the middle, dividing it into two divisions, the south, 
side being for tlie accommodation of visitors, who are provided 
with settees ; the north side has an elevated floor, which is car- 
peted. The chairs and tables are so arranged as to make half a 
circle, the Mavor's chair in the centre and raised above the others." 
" The Common Council hold their sessions in the same building 
with the Board of Aldermen. The Council room is in the third 
story, and in the centre of the building. The President's seat is 
elevated at one side of the room, and the seats of the members 
are very conveniently arranged, having a gradual ascent from 
front to rear.*' 

The Citv Clerk's office was in the Aldermen's room : the Clerk 
of the Common Council had an oflice in the brick building oppo- 
site the south-west door of the Court House ; the Assessors were 
at P'aneuil Hall, the Treasurer in the room at the westerly end of 
the Old State House ; the Auditor at tiie west end of the Court 
House ; the City Marshall, the Health Commissioners, and the 
Superintendent of Burying Grounds, were in the west end of the 
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Court House, north side. All these were so located by an ordi- 
nance dated Dec. 20, 1824. 

Mayor Quincy, in his inaugural address, in January, 1827, 
dwelt upon the importance of bringing all these departments of 
the City Government under one roof. His plan was to erect a 
building on the west end of Faneuil Hall, giving up the Council 
Chamber to the Court of Common Pleas, and building a new 
chamber in the Stone Court House, for the United States Court. 
He also proposed to sell the land in Court square formerly cov- 
ered by the Jail. 

As we know, this plan did not prove acceptable ; and, in 1830, 
the city converted the Old State House into a City Hall. 

As there have been so many changes in and about Court square, 
it is worth while to explain them. From a very early date the 
Jail was placed in the centre of Court square. Pemberton, in 
1 794, writes : '* The new Stone Jail is a large, commodious building, 
and stands on the ground where formerly was a wooden building 
called the Debtor's Jail, a little back from Court (formerly Queen) 
street. The inside was set on fire by some prisoners confined in 
it, the 30th June, 1769. It has since been repaired, is three 
stories in height, and is divided into three parts with brick par- 
titions, cased with plank and iron. The upper story is appro- 
priated to debtors. The entrance to the Jail is by three strong 
doors in front. 

"The new Court House is built on the front of the said street, 
partly on the ground where the old stone jail stood, which made 
an uncouth appearance and was taken down. It is a large, hand- 
some building of brick, three stories high, and has on the roof an 
octagon cupola. The lower floor is used partly for walking, and 
has on it the probate office and the office of the county registrar 
of deeds. In the second story, the floor of which is supported by 
pillars of the Tuscan order, are held the courts of law. In the 
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second and third stories are convenient rooms for the grand and 
petit jurors, and for offices." 

The annexed plans sliow the location of the buildings in 1800 
and 1814, and a view of the east end of this Court House is 
found in Salmon's picture, in 1829, from the top of Pemberton 
Hill. (wSce ante, p. 104.) 

Shaw, in 1817, repeats these descriptions substantially, adding 
that the building was of brick, that the cupola contained a bell, 
and that on the lower floor were the offices of the U. S. District 
Marshal, Sheriff of the County, Clerk of the Municipal Court, 
the Provident Institution or Savings-Bank, and several private 
offices. In the second storv were held the Circuit and District 
Courts of the U. S., and there was the office of the Dis- 
trict Clerk. "This building, before the erection of the new 
Court House, was used by all the Courts of Law held in the 
County." 

He adds that the jail is 90 feet long and 23 feet broad, and is 
four stories high. 

The Old county Court House had then been given up to 
other uses, and the explanation is, that by Chap. 73 of Act« of 
1809 (diitod March 1, 1810), the Justices of the Court of Com- 
mon Pleas for Suffolk were empowered to purchase any lands 
between Court street and Soliool street, in Boston, for erecting a 
Court House for said county, and making proper avenues to and 
around the same, to sell or exchange any land there belonging to 
the county and to borrow money and build a Court House, 

Undoubtedly the work was promptly performed. Shaw thus 
describes it: "The New Court House is 140 feet long, consists of 
an octagon centre 5o feet wide, two stories, two wings of three 
stories, 2G by 40 feet, connected by the entrance and passages to 
the centre ; contains two court-rooms in the centre, one smaller in 
one wing, Probate Office, Register of Deeds, Clerks of Supreme 
and Common Pleas Court, rooms for Judges and Law Liibrarv. 
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rooms for Grand and Petit Juries. The cost of this building was 
$98,817.16." 

Snow, in his admirable history of Boston, in 1824 gives the 
annexed view of the Stone Court House, which he tried to per- 
suade the public to call "Johnson Hall.'* He writes ; *' The lower 
story of the centre is improved by the Register of Deeds and 
Clerk of the C. C. P. ; the second story by the County Courts, and 
the upper by the Common Council of the city. The ma^'or and 
aldermen's room is in the upper story of the west wing ; under 
that are the offices of the Auditor and City Marshal, and on the 
lower floor the Probate Office. In the eastern wing are the offices 
of the Clerk of the S. J. court rooms, for the judges and for the 
juries, and one occupied by the Law Library." 

As already noted, the Old State House was occupied as a City 
Hall, September 17,* 1830, and so remained for ten years. 

In 1839 the City Council, appropriated $60,000 for the purchase 
of land in Court square and on School street, and $500 as a 
premium for a plan for a new City Hall. City Doc. No. 9, of 
1840, reports that they had plans from Asher Benjamin, Richard 
Bond, and G. J. F. Bryant, costing from $28,000 to $24,000 for 
alterations of the County Court House for this purpose ; one 
from Cornelius Coolidge for $25,000 ; one for $12,000 from a per- 
son unnamed, and one from Charles Roath, for inside work, at 
$3,400. These plans, or some of about that date, are still pre- 
served in the City Architect's office. We annex a view copied 
from the "Sketches of Boston," printed in 1851. An addition 
has since been built on the west end. 



' To trace the history of the Court House on Court street, it should be 

stated that, according to Snow, " the County Gaol, in Leverett street, and the 

« 
House of Correction connected with it, and the Municipal Court-House, all 

of which are handsome, stone buildings, were commenced several years 

since, but were not finished and occupied till the year 1822. In 1823 the 

old gaol was taken down, and its materials were partly used in constructing 

the Gun-House and Ward-Room on Thatcher street." 
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None of these plans were adopted, but after a long dispute 
between the branches, it was decided", Jul}- 27, 1840, to fit up the 
old Court House. " According to a third plan, keeping the en- 
trances as they now are, the present stairs might be taken away, 
and new stairs earned up in the rear of the main part of the 
building, conforming precisely in the second and third stories, in 
all the arrangements to the plan heretofore submitted to the Coun- 
cil by Mr. Preston," and- costing 99,475. To this sum was to be 
added $3,000 for an iron fence, and grading the land in front ; 
$1,000 for gas fixtures, and $1,000 for heating apparatus. 

On March 18, 1841, a convention of both branches was held 
to dtnlicate the new City Hall, and the Mayor, Jonathan Chai>- 
man, delivered an address. However convenient the Hall may 
have proved, there seems to have been very little pride evinced in 
lis external api>earance. At least, while nearly every other large 
building in the citv has been made familiar to us bv numerous en- 
gravings, probably the only artistic picture of this Hall during its 
second civic occupancy, is the one engraved by a German, F. 
Coth, in l.sr»r», and i>u]>Hshed in Munich. This is only one of a 
series of views illustrative of Boston, on one large plate. A re- 
l>nxluction is annexed. A small wooil-ciit of the City Hall, is, 
however, given on p. 2l» of a guide-lxK.>k published in 1865, 
entitled, *' Boston Siiihts," eilited bv R. L. Mid«:lev. A view also 
apjH^irson the title-page i>f the lV>ston Director}* fn.»m 18'*3 to ISoi*. 

It is well-rememK^rtHl that the increase in the citv's affairs soon 
reudertH.1 this City Hall t<.H> iH.nitn\cteil for usefulness, and that 
measures won.* lakou for cousti-ucting a new building. A coni- 
milttv, in 1>0»2, subniiitt^l a plan at an estimated ct.>st of §100,«.»OO, 
and the oornor-stoue was hiid I>eo. 22. 1S»52. The size of the 
new buiKlirtii allMwod the t\»ini«hition and front wall to l»e ereote«.i. 
auvl prepared for the e«»rner->ione, while the City G«»verumeut 
vver.pierl the t'M City Hall. The last meet in i: of the B«-»anl ^.'f .\J- 
deriuon therein was on January 7, 1>6."> : and on Januarv 12, 
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the Board met at the Mechanics' Hall, on the corner of Bedford 
and Chauncy streets, where rooms had been hired for the City 
Council, and some departments. Here then was the actual City 
Hall for more than eighteen months, the last session of the 
Board there being on Saturday, September 16, 1865. On the 
Monday following, a convention of both branches was held at the 
New City Hall to dedicate it, and that building has since remained 
in use, although no longer capable of housing all the departments 
of the government under its roof. 

The estimated cost was $160,000, though no one expected that 
the expense would be covered by that sum. Some changes were 
made in the plan, but the great apparent increase in the price 
paid was caused by the premium on gold. Accordingly, the com- 
mittee in charge felt authorized to claim that the total expense of 
$505,191.42 as paid, was not owing to any extravagance or in- 
crease of plans. The exterior of the building has proved entirely 
satisfactory, and engraved views are numerous. 

The prediction may be hazarded that some further change in 
City Hall, by the addition of the Court-House building or other- 
wise, will be made in the near future. 
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City Hall, Boston, Oct. 1, 1882. 

Alderman William Woollet, Chairman of the Committee in 
charge of the Restoration of the Old State House : — 

Dear Sir, — In the reconstruction and restoration of any 
structure it will be understood that the result must largely 
depend upon the knowledge at hand of its original character. 

In the case of the Old State House, to ascei*tain this was not 
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altogether an easy task, but with the aid of Mr. W. H. Whit- 
more, an active member of your committee, and who was en- 
tirel}' familiar with its early history, much of the difficulty was 
overcome in the start. The following is an authentic statement 
of the evidences which were found of the original condition of the 
old building, and which have determined the work of restoration. 

In order to ascertain if there were any hidden traoes left of 
the original interior, a careful carpenter was first employed to 
make a thorough examination ; this work was carried on for 
more than four weeks, under the immediate observation of Mr. 
Whitmore and myself; several important indications were thus 
brought to light ; in fact, the exact location of all the original 
partitions of the second story was determined: upon removing 
the plastering, the outline of the original partition caps was 
found, which had been cut in between the old furrings. Also, 
corresponduig indications were found ui)on the old under-floors, 
which, by the way, had been covered at different periods by two, 
and in some places by three, upper or finish-floors. These in- 
dications upon the original under-floors also gave me the posi- 
tion of all the doors, their thresholds being clearly defined by 
openings directly through the under floor, as in the case of 
thresholds in old buildings of that date. 

But the most important development of all was the opening 
up of the original framing in the second floor around the 
circular staircase, as represented in the accompanying diagram. 
There was one mysterious circumstance in connection with 
this framing, — the centre of the circular gallery of the 
staircase was found to be one foot from the centre of the 
circular hall surrounding it, when they would both be natu- 
rally drawn from one centre. This was explained, however, in 
good time, by the fortunate discovery of the original plans of 
the ])uilding, they having been found bj' Mr. Whitmore at -Cin- 
cinnati : the reason of the difll'erenee in the two centres was at 
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once apparent, it having been purposelj' aiTanged to equalize a 
certain amount of room gained through a peculiar manner of 
terminating the staircase on the second-floor landing. 

The plan of the interior having been determined, and the 
nature of the accommodations, next came the treatment of finish, 
and the character of the architecture. Sketches and a careful 
study were at once made of all the buildings erected in this 
vicinity, of about the date of the Old State House ; among them, 
several dwellings at the North End, Christ Church, Hancock 
House, King's Chapel, Roy all House at Medford, the Gov. 
Shirley House at Roxbury, several public and private buildings 
at Salem, Newbury port, and Portsmouth were carefully exam- 
ined. With these studios and the several wood-cuts and litho- 
graphic plates of the old building itself, datinj^ from the days of 
Paul Revere down (he having made the first engraving) , together 
with existing pieces of wood mouldings found about the ulterior, 
such as pieces of cornices, bases of the pilasters, pieces of old 
wood mantles, and wood wainseotting connecting with the same, 
besides the position of all the old wood grounds upon the brick 
walls, giving the heights of the corni<ies, wamscoting, etc., a 
very definite idea was formed of the treatment of the interior 
wood finish ; also nmch of the new work that was required about 
the exterior, including the balcony at the State-street end and 
the restoration of the Washington-street door. 

In restoring the windows of the building the number of panes 
of glass in each window was determined by an oil painting, made 
about A.I). 1805, which is in the possession of the Massachusetts 
Historical Society.* The muntins of the sashes are different 
from those found in any other building of that period, and are 
a reproduction from the window of the second story, opening 
upon the balcony at the State-street end. Although the use of 
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this peculiar thin muntin excited a great deal of criticism in 
the public press, it was not decided upon finally, until after 
a careful examination of this window had been made by man3' 
loadiug architects and builders, especially those who had given 
attention to this colonial style, and it had been definitely deter- 
mined that this was the original window. In fact, but little 
doubt of its original character could exist, since the frame of 
this window, like all the other windows about the building, 
was built solid into the walls and extending back of the same, 
on the two sides and across the top, at least four inches ; the 
window and side lights were glazed with crown glass, which 
has not been in use for the last eighty years ; the hinges were 
of wrought iron, secured with wrought nails, and the fastening 
was by an old brass latch with egg-shaped handles each side. 

The work of restoring the exterior was not of a diflicult 
nature, the brick moulded belt courses were easily continued 
where they had been removed, and the walls of the first story 
of the Washington and State street ends, which had been taken 
awa}' for modern improvement, to fit the building for business 
purposes, were easily replaced with window openings like those 
above. 
|! The main cornice was found in a good state of preservation, 

as also were the ten trusses supporting the roof, which, of 
course, determined the original outline ; these trusses were framed 
with a king post, and were constructed of oak-hewn tim])er, the 
principal rafters being in double sections, the under section of 
a natural curve ; the tie-beams of the trusses were about four- 
teen inches square and formed the sleepers or girders for the 
support of the third floor. 

All of the roof above the cornice to the height of eight feet, 
between the trusses, had been removed ; but above that height, 
forming the apex, the original boarding and jack-rafters were 
found in good condition. 
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New dormer windows were placed between the trusses, the 
number, position, and proportions being ascertained from the 
several wood-cuts ; also the five chimneys on each side, which 
were found to be of modem construction, were removed. 

The tower was discovered in a neglected and very unsafe con- 
ditjpn ; several of the bed-plates which formerly received the 
posts having been removed in the course of adapting the third 
story to business purposes, while others had been completely 
burned off ; and in those alterations the only support left for 
the tower was upon the head of two plank partitions. From 
the decayed condition of the wood finish of the exterior of the 
tower it was found necessary to remove all of the sash, two 
thirds of the pilasters, pedestals, balustrades, and carved finials, 
and replace the same by new work ; the copper work of the 
roof and tHe old vane and lightning-rod were found in a very 
passable condition. 

The work of reconstruction occupied about six ^nonths' time, 
having been commenced about October 15, 1881, and completed 
in July, 1882. 

Very respectfully submitted, 

GEORGE A. CLOUGH, 

City Architect. 
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The following report, on the restoration and renovation of the 
Old State House (City Document No. 100 of 1882), was submitted 
to the Common Council, June 29, 1882 : — 

"The Committee on Public Buildings was instructed by the 
City Council of 1881 to give effect to the following order which 
was approved by the Mayor, Sept, 17, 1881 : — 
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" Ordered, Tliat the Committee on Public Buildings be directed to lease the 
Old State House for such term, to such parties, and upon such terms as they 
may deem for the best interests of the City of Boston ; and said committee 
are hereby authorized to expend a sum not exceeding thirty-five thousand 
dollars in repairs on building ; said sum to be charged to the appropriation 
therefor." 

"Under these instnictions the committee of 1881 ap{x>iiited 
Messrs. Whitmore, Woolley, O'Brien, and Morrison, in 1881, as 
a sub-committee ; and, in 1882, Messrs. Woolley, Ilart (Frost in 
his place from February 24th), Morrison (Whitmore in his place 
from March 29th), and Eddy, in the same capacit}'. 

'^ Your committee begs leave to report in part, at this time, that 
the work has been substantially finished, and to submit a detailed 
account of its expenditures. The estimate of $35,000 was as 
accurate a calculation as could be made in advance ; and though, 
as will be shown, much more has been done than was anticipated, 
the work will be finished so that the building can be delivered to 
its occupants within the amount named. 

" It was found that the work involved not only the removal of 
the partitions on each floor, but an elaborate reconstruction of the 
lower floor and ])asoment, to fit them for such tenants as the city 
would desire to have in such a building. It was found neces- 
sary to heat the building by steam, in order to do away with the 
chimneys which had been put on during the present century. It 
was, of course, in the view which the committee took, necessary 
to take off the modern French roof and to restore the old pitch 
roof; to take out the glass front on the west end, and the flitrht of 
stairs on the east end, and to replace them with substantial brick 
walls and proper doors and windows. The plans of the old build- 
hig and the indications in the wood-work pointed to a eireulai 
stairway between the first and second floors. In utilizing the 
basement for business purposes, it was necessary to extend this 
stairway through that story also. The repairs to the tower were 
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costly, but indispensable. The second story, containing tlie 
Memorial Halls, has cost considerable money, but there every 
part of the finish had to be constructed afresh. 

" Your committee annex hereto the report of the City Architect, 
showing, first, the total cost of each kind of work ; secondly, the 
cost of each part of the building. It seems that of the $35,000 
the amount of $11,300 was expended for the antiquarian part, or 
the Memorial Halls ; the remainder has been economically ex- 
pended in arranging the building for business purposes, under the 
instructions to presei*ve and restore the original exterior. 

" In conclusion, your committee has to report that the work has 
revealed the fact that extensive repairs, perhaps costing $25,000, 
would have been needed within a very few years, as the walls 
were crumbling, the timbers of the roof and tower badly decayed, 
and even for renting purposes the building could not be compared 
with the modern offices in the vicinity. It had been hoped that 
the appropriation would allow the committee to fit up the attic, 
and to provide chandeliers, etc., for the halls. But as the work 
can be finished to this point within the original appropriation, and 
as these finishing touches can be left to our successors, it is only 
necessary to mention the facts. 

'* Your committee would especially call attention to the zeal and 
success with which the City Architect has conducted the work. 
The details of the reconstruction of the old work have given him 
much extra labor, but it is believed that everything which has 
been done has the best architectural authority for it. A Ml 
explanation of the changes is reserved for another opportunity. 
The various mechanics have heartily cooperated, and the result 
will, it is hoped, prove that the appropriation has been properly 
expended. 

"Your committee anticipate that it can deliver up the building 
to the City Government early in July, and, unless otherwise in- 
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structcd, it is their intontion to invito the City Councit to attend 
at a formal celebration of the event. 

Reapectfblly submitted, 

WILLIAM WOOLLEY, 
CHARLES H. HERSEY, 
WILLIAM FROST, 
P. JAMES MAGUIRE, 
JOHN P. HILTON, 
OTIS EDDY, 
JOSEPH P. CONNELL, 
WILLIAM H. WHITMORE, 

Committee on Public Buildings.'' 



Accepted, aud ordered to be printed. 



. GREGG, 

Clerk. 



Office of Citv Architect, 

CiTT Hall. Jime 27, 1882. 
William Woolley, E'aj., Chairman Committee in charge of 
renovating the Old State House: — 
Dear Siit, — lu lompliance with the requeet of your committee, 
I herewitli preaeut a statemeut of tlic total coat of reconstructing 
and reflttiiif? tbc am-ieut striictui'c, isliowing first the cost of each 
kind of work, togetlier ivith the iiiiuie of tJie luechauie that did it ; 
secondly, tbc separate cost of restoring eaeU part of the build- 
ing:— 
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Carpenters. 

Holbrook & Harlow . . . . $9,413 69 

Sidney Peterson .... 7,451 31 

$16,865 00 

Masons. 

James Fagan $5,301 67 

C. W. Baxter 365 25 

5,666 92 

Painters. 

John D. DriscoU . . . . $1,920 70 

Walburg & Sherry .... 265 60 

2,186 30 

Roofing and Gutters. 
T. F. Harrigan 1,128 13 

Superintendent and Watchman. 
F. A. Hatch and M. Farnham .... 1,380 04 

Steam-heating and Ventilation. 
Ingalls & Kendricken 1,648 66 

Iron and Marble Work. 
L. M. Ham and Bowker, Torrey, & Co. . . . 1,061 74 

Granite-Work . 
R. R. Clark 1,099 32 

Plumbing. 
Brintnall & Tombs 988 58 

Plastering. 
J. H. Davis 923 19 

AmouiU carried forward^ $32,947 88 
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imount brougJU forward^ 



jCLi 



Carving. 



W. H. Riiinnev 



$32,947 88 



850 00 



Gas-fitting. 

Charles Pierce ...... 

Fuel, advertisinji^, rat-catching, and other miscella- 
neous items, amount ..... 



235 29 



825 83 



$34,859 00 



Separate Cost op^ Restoring Each Part. 

Reconstruction of roof . 
Alteration, Washington-street end 
Alteration, State-street end 
Construction of sub-cellar 
Fitting up of R.R. offices 
Fitting up Antiquiuian rooms 
Circular staircase, hall and stairs 
Staircase basement stairs 



«12,4C>0 40 
1,400 00 



Fitting up offices, 1st floor. State-street end 

" basement ...... 

The items of superintendence, watching, advertising, 
fuel, and work upon the walls of outside, have not 
been included in the above amounts, in all amount- 
ing to ........ 



Very respectfully submitted. 



$4,331 44 
1,658 39 
3,195 00 
1,470 00 
1,877 85 
8,864 34 



3,860 40 
1,049 19 
3,148 43 



4,803 96 



$34,855 09 



GEORGE A. CLOUGII, 

City ArcJiitect 
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EXTRACTS FROM **THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF 
ME, ROBERT KEAYNE, ALL OF IT WRINTEN WITH MY 
OWNE HANDS & BEGAN BY ME MO: 6: 1: 1G53, COMONLY 
CALLED AUGUST." 

I Robert Keayne, Cittizen and Mi'chaiit Taylor of London by freedome, 
and by the good Providence of God now dwelling at Boston in New England 
in Amireca being at this time through the great goodnes of my God, both in 
health of body, & of able and sufficient memory, yet considering that all 
flesh is as grasse, that must wither and will returne to the dust, and that my 
life may be taken away in a moment, therefore that I may be in the better 
readinesse (and freed from the distracting cares of the disposing of ray out- 
ward estate, w<^*» coiuonly foUowes the deferring of it, while the time of sick- 
nes or day of Death, when the rainde should be taken up with more serious 
and waighty consideracons) I doe therefore now in my health make ordaine 
& declare this to be my Last Will and Testament and to stand and to be as ef- 
fectual! as if I had made it in my sicknes, or in the day or houre of my 

death, which is in manner and forme following 

********** 

********** 

This being p'"missed in respect of my soule & my faith in Jesus Christ, I 
doe next comitt my body to the earth (& to comely & decent burriall) there 
to rest till my loveing Savio*" by his Almighty power shall raise it up againe, 
at which time I confidently beleive it shalbc reunited to my owne soule, and 
there shall receive according to the works that I have done in this life accord- 
ing as they have beene good or evill in the sight of God, or according to that 
faith and confidence that I have in the free grace and merits of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. As for my Buriall I shall not desire any great outward solem- 
nitie to be used further [120.] then that which shalbe decent & civill as be- 
comes Christians knowing that extraordinary solemnities can nothing add to 
the peace or benefit of the deceased, yet haveing beene trayned up in Millitary 
Discipline from my young*" yeares, & haveing endeavoured to promote it 
the best I could since God hath brought me into this country &. seeing he 
hath beene pleased to use me as a poore instrument to lay y*^ foundation of 
tliat Noble Society of the Artillery Company in this place, that hath so farr 
prospered by the blessing of God as to helpe many with good experience in 
the use of theirc Armes & more exact knowledge in the Millitary Art & 
hath beene a nursery to raise up many able and well experienced souldiers 
that hath done since good service for their country, therefore to declare my 
affections to that exercise & the society of souldiers, I shall desire to be 
burycd as a souldier in a Millitary way, if the time & place of my death and 
ether occasions may suite thereunto which I leave to the discretion of my 
executors and friends 

As for the goods of this life which the Lord of his aboundant mercy, his 
rich & undeserved favo*" hath bestowed & reserved to me the greatest of sin- 
ners and the unworthycst of all his servants I dispose of in manner following 
********** 

********** 

These thirds for my wife being p^messed & my ffunnerall charges & debts 
being provided for as I have before mentioned The rest of my whole estate 
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botb personnall & reatl with my landi hoasing &, all olber thioga beloDging 
to m; e»tate I devide inU) Iwo part«, the one put whereof I give &nd be- 
queath UDto my welbeloTcd & only son Benjamin K^ayne, the other part of 
my estate, I meane the just or due value of it I reserve u my owne right to 
dispose of as I please which is as herein shall after be expreaa«d. 

I hav«ing long thought & conaidered of the want of some necessuy thin^ 
of publike concernment which ma; not be only comodiona bat vefy 
profitable & usvfull for the Tuwne of Boaton, as a Market place & Cundit, the 
one a )^od hclpe in (tanker of fyre, the want of which wee hare found by sad 
& costly Gxperii'nce not only in other parts of the towne where possibly they 
have belter supply for waicr but in the heart of the lowne abont the market 
place, the otiier usefull for thit country people that come with theirc pro- 
visions for the supply of the towne, that they may have a place to siu dry in 
and warme both in cold raine & durty weatlier & may have a place to leave 
theire corne or any other thini^s safe that they cannot sell, till they t:ome 
agalne, whieh would be both nn incouraitcment to the country to come Id A 
a great muanea to increase trading in the [llia.J Towne also, to have some 
convenient roome nr too for the Courts to meete in both in Winter & Sumer 
& so for the Townes men & Comissio" of the Towne, also in the asme 
building or the like there may be a convenient roome for a Library & a 
gallery or some other handsome roome for the Elders to meete in i, conferr 
together when they have occasion to come to the towne for any such enile, mm 
I perceive they have many. Then in the same building there may be also * 
roome for an Armory to kecpc the Armes of the Artillery Company * for the 
Souldiers to meeie in when they have occasion. Now if it should not be 
thought convenient by the KIders it Deacons or guids of the towne that all 
these conveniencyes should be under one roofe or in one place of the towse 
or that there be some places already built that may convenieutly be used or 
fitted up with smale cost fbr some of these purposes, as in the Meeting House 
for a Granere or Armory & other places in it for the Magistrates & Comissio™ 
to tneete in as thi-y doe sometimes, it is true in the sumer they may, in the 
Winter they cannot for want of chimneyes & lyres, hut it would' be tiecessary 
& more convenient (And the Towne hath heene often speaking about it, to 
have Hueha building for such usesthoughyet it hath not beene accomplished) 
if there were a place fitted on purpose & set apart for such publikc uses, and if 
advice were taken with some skilfull & ingenious workmen & some others that 
have good heads in contriving of building:< such as Mr. Bmiighton, Mr. 
Clarke, the l'liirir);iun 4e. there might such a model be drawnc up that one 
fabricke i>r building may [ 1 20.] be easily contrived that would conveniently 
accomodate all these uses, without extraordinary' cost ik yet may be so done 
as would be a great ornament to the towne as well as usefull & profitable 
ntherwnyes but if the cheife of the towne should be of anolh'' minde, then I 
should propoM^ tliiii.that thecimdil & Markett Uuusebesett in the market place 
somewhere betweeno iV I'ogins house 4 mine or any where in that great 
strcete belKuene M'. I'arkcr^ House & M^ Rrentons or 'rather M^ Webb's if it 
shoulil lie judjied there to be more convenient. tlie»e two may handsomely be 
contrived in one building in «''' possiblv mav be some other convciiieDt 
roonies litt for aume of the u*es before mentioned besides & for those which 
tliat place cannot supply, as for a Library & fur a Galtere or Long Roome 
for the Di'vines ic Schoiler* to meete 4 eonferr logoather upon anv occasion 
it may be contrived to be fcK nil Hl'>ng on the foreside of the Meeting house 
joyning to it on the one tide and the other side to he supported with pillars 8n 
th'e roomes about may he for Court meeting* at the one side & the Elilers at 
the other & the oiH'n roome betweene the pillar* may serve for Jlerchants, 
M' of Sliipps and stranger* as well ns the towne ■ being either paled or horded 
on the ground) lo meete in at all time* to eonferr about there busines &, 
occasions w^ I conceive would be very adrantagins lA the towne & mav be so 
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contrived & sett forth y' will be no disgrace or incumbrance to the meeting house 
but a great ornament to it, but if it should be thought not convenient to have it in 
the front of the Meeting [127.] House, it may accomplish the same ends, if 
placed on that side of the Meeting House from Seargeant Williams shop to 
Deacon Trusdalls house, or if a building placed in one of these two places 
may accomplish all the ends before menconed save only the Cunditt then a 
large Cundit may be sett up alone, about the place where the Pillary stands 
& the other about the meeting house as before w*** I leave to the best con- 
trivoment of the towne & the Elders & Deacons w^** building or buildings if 
the towne shall thinke meete to goe about it & improve them for the severall 
uses before mentioned, only the Granere may be in any other i)lacc of the 
towne as shalbe thought convenient, I stand not upon that though my owne 
judgement leads me to thinke that some places or place about the Comon 
Market or near to it wilbe most suitable for many reasons. I say towards the 
building of these convenient places. 

Item I give and bequeath three hundreth pounds in good merchantable 
pay the one third part thereof when the frame is brought to the place & 
raysed or some part of it before when the frame is in some forwardness if 
neede be, the seconde part when the chimney es are built, the house covered 
and closed in round and all the Hoores layd, and the last third ])art when it 
is quite finished, provided that it be gone about and finished within two or 
three yeares at the most after my decease, and if any of these either a Cundet 
or Ma'rkett House should be sett up before my death, by the towne or any 
other in the place or places above mentioned, then my gift shall remaine 
good either for some addition to the same worke or for the accomplishing of 
those other workes by me mentioned that are not done by others, with a re- 
bating proportionable to what [128.] is or shalbe before done by the towne 
or any other Pson, Now that these things may not be only for a show or a 
name & when finished prove as shaddowes & stand as emptie roomes without 
substance that they may be improved for the uses that I ayme at & intend 
though my estate is not such as whereby I am able to doe what I desire & 
would be willing to doe if I had it, for such publike benefitt, yet for examples 
sake & encouragement of others (especially of our owne towne w^^ will 
have the benefitt of it) &. such in the towne that have publike spirits & some 
comfortable estates to helpe on such workes I shalbe willing to cast in my 
mite & bring my lime & hare possibly God may stirr up the hearts of others 
to bring in their Badger skines & silke & others more costly things that the 
worke may goe on & prosper in so smale a beginning 

Therefore to the Granere I give and bequeath One hundred pounds to be 
payd in Come and that to be improved for a publike stocke to such uses & 
ends as I shall hereafter mention 

Next the Library & Gallere for Devines & SchoUers to meete in being 
finished 

I give and bequeath to the beginning of that Library my 3 great writing 
bookes wc** are inten<led as an Exposition or Inteqiretation of tlie whole 
Bible, as also a 4^** great writing booke in which is an exposition on the 
Prophecy of Daniel of the Revelations & the Prophecy of Hosea not long since 
began, all which Bookes are written with my owne hand so farr as they be 
writt & could desier that some able scholler or two that is active and dilli- 
gent & addicted to reading and writing were ordered to carry on tlie same 
worke by degrees as they have leasuro and opportunitie & in the same 
methode and way as I have begun (if a better be not advised to) at least if 
[120.] it shalbe esteemed for the profitt of it to young students (though 
not so to more able and learned Devines in these knowing times) worth the 
labo*" as I have & doe finde it to my selfe worth all the paines & labour I 
have bestowed upon them, so that if I had 100'*» layd me downe for them, to 
deprive me of them, till my sight or life should be taken from me I should 
not part from them 
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And beciiHt* I perceive thai the Elder?* **f the neitrbo'ing townes have ap- 
poiute>l ctTtaine liiiu*? in y ycare a? chi-iriy in Sumer time once a moneth to 
nieete toiTi-ther tn eimtirr about tirdorin:; thinj^s in the Churches acconlins; to 
ij>H\ & to tk'bate nb<iut duubts or tlitiicult quc^tiuns that niav arise, in matters of 
relit;ion ami niich liki- and that thi*y have nue jdace to meete in. but at one of 
our El'lers hmisosi mir nothin^r to refresh iht-mselves withbut of th*fni w*** may 
pri)Vi' tiHj ^n-at a l)urthfn tit i>ur Elders -the nieetin^Tji beinsr so often and con- 
tinuein^ con-^taiit to heart- of tlieire «iwne oliarire besides otiier burthen:* & in- 
convenieno**." tliev niav undenroe Therefore tlie roome l>efore mentioned be- 
in? titled y^ they may mecte uiien they plea«e thereat I doe will and bequeath 
foHer ])Ounds a yeare to be jiayd out nt' some of my shops in Boston bjr 
quarterly paynivnt* w« ■ may be ordere*! antl iHsposeil as the Eld'» ^hall direct 
f>r advise to provide s«inie refn-shinjj: f«»r ihem when they meete or now and 
then dinn'* a^ larr a< it will ^oe ^ as themselves shalbe pleased to husband 
it, ncit that 1 wuuM put upon my Executor the rare of such provisions or of 
buying ordre«>inu' the meate. but that he >h<)uldappointe w*^*' shop should pay 
thein .-o nuu.h i then they may appointe a steward of iheire owne to receive 
the pav evrrv niiarti-r vV then thev ii.i direct how it shalbe lavd out or dis- 
{MKied fit" for that enile to iliere owne content, only I would p''misse this if 
there meetim; b** only in theSunu-r A: not in the Winter aas I conceive then my 
will is that they -.hiniM re<-eive this tower [IJJI/ poumU every Sunier. by- 
forty '•hillinj^- a quarter a> that which wilbe mo'^i convenient for there meet- 
imr. and thi^ L'itt »»f I'ower pound-^ p anno I yrive tor the space of Ten yeares 
from tite time of my ileath. if that meetini; continue so lom; in that towne, 
ho]iini: that liefon- then -oine other may be moved to step in i to add so much 
more to it as may -ervr to pri»vide a m«>derate dinner for every time of there 
meet in:: so that noe part of the charin* of it may lye upon themselves and 
when the In veares is endeil I doubt not if my son be then liveinjxhere (jt my 
buildini;s continue a-* now. that he would continue this g\t\ of niyne longer if 
that meetini; continue lon^^iT A: jirove-i by expiTience to be nmchfor the jrood 
and advania'je of rt-liLnon vV the churches as is intended i!lc not to the hurt & 
p'judift' nf fhr ^anie 

And if a f.onvrnimt fay re roome in one of the buililinirs l>efore mentioned 
Im- s-'iiue-iin-d ^\ <.«.i :i part tor an Arruin-y vV the nu'etinir of the Artillery if 
therr ir be thoiiirhi <-o!i\ ,-niiTit or if -oine <»ilier place be proviileti for that use 
m-»r«; «"oiiven:iiit. with ihi- otlicer- of iIkU ('t)inpanyH ailviie. I am not strict 
tor thi- vi-ry placi- *o t!:i y luivi- i-<»nient in ii. iIioultIi yrt I thinke the verv 
hari vV -i'<Miri*««i part of tliv* towiif vV noi- out or l)y plarr i> tli<' most titt for 
a Maira/i-n«- for Arnir- li«-rau*e of tin- danirt-r of >nrjirizint:of them, the place 
that thtv now u«f willn- tilt, to s«-i)WtT \ irntl the Arnu"» in vV the cither to lav 
tinin uj. ,v keep-' tlu-m in. w hieli willn- a <t»ni«'ly •'iijhl for >traini;ers to >ee i 
a irrrat •rnainiut to tlu- rooiut- v\ aUo to tin- towm- where 13— •! the soul- 
dirr< may arine theMi>rlvt:. evrry time tlu-y irne li» exercise, such a place be- 
in:; pro\ jili-d I -jive vV lu'<pu-aili ti\i- piiuniN tor the in«'ourai;i*m^ of that C\>m- 
p:iny to In- layd out in Pike- \ Han<lar" tor th»* ust- of such souhliers of that 
( "(iriiiiany that li\r in iithirtownf-. so tarr as it cannt>t be convenient for tliem 
to Ijrinir there arinv- w*' them, or if thi* otficer- tif that Company doe know 
any other ihinj*' thjit the (oinjiany want"* that wilbe more usefull for the jjen- 
mrall u'oorl ut" thv- (.'oinpany then what I iiavi* monti(»ned that will continue 
A: not be -ipcnt or c')n>uineil in tlu- u-f. thm I am willinir that the wlu)le 
«ir any jiart «»f thi- leira* y may !><• so ili^po-td »»f takeinjj: in the advioo and 
con-t-nt of my Kxccutor in the -anu-. 




Now Ci.iHi'rnini: the oriLrinall leu';n-y of Thni- hundri-d pounds that I liave 
iriven to til" T-iwin- ot" IJo-t-ui tor the raysin;^ of a Cumlit in tlie Market 
placf \- for a hiiilijiiu' t«» tiit tor -luli u-e- a^ I have lufon- meiiti<»ned. if anv 
shall all.-ailL:'' that tliri e liuiiiired pouiuls i- not sutheient to accomplish it I 
an^'w'. 1. That it tnay lie sonu- of the-e may be gone about & linished bv 
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y« Towne before God may call me out of this world as y^ Cundet or m>'kct 
house &c. & then there wilbe the lease to doe and I know that the Towne 
hath agitated it & seriously intended to have gone about to doe them all ex- 
cept only y« library, as such things that are needfull & will turne to the 
publike advantage of the Towne. 2'^. I say that I conceive if it be well 
managed & ordered it may doe it all or very ncare it. I suppose one of the 
two last houses that I built hath roome enough in it to accomplish all the 
ends before mentioned excepting the Cundit, if it had beene first contrived 
& thought on for such an ende, yet that hath not cost me 400'^ not by so 
much as I suppose [140,] will neare build a new Condit, but Thirdly if it 
should fall short I doe expect & suppose that the Towne wilbe willing to add 
to it & make up the rest either by enlarging of the Conveniencyes or beauti- 
fying the structure for the better ornament of the towne & possibly some 
else may thinke of some other thing wantinir, that may be as usefuU to the 
genn''all good of the towne as most of these to be added to it, w*^** I have not 
thought upon, besides if I were about to build a thinge that I conceive would 
be very usefull & advantagious to me but am not comfortably able to beare 
the charge of it, if any freind out of love to me would lend me 300^^ some 
considerable time gratise it would be a great incouragement to me to goe on 
with the worke, but if he should offer to give me freely 300'^ towards it I 
should think my selfe bound to be very thankefull to him and to be willing 
to make up what is wanting rather then I would loose so free a kindnes by my 
neglecting of the worke. 

But possibly some wilbe ready to apprehend that I may doe this only for 
my owne endes & benefitt w<^*» may make them the more backward to have it 
goe on especially with any of there owne Cost, for some such spiritts there 
be that had rather deny themselves a benefitt then that another should enjoye 
a greater benefitt by it, as some have said that I have beene very forward to 
have a Cundit in y' place because I have so many houses & buildings there 
about & so a Market House [141.] wilbe more the beneficiall to bring trade 
to my shops. I answ** putt case that this were in all things true, it is not sine- 
full nor unlawfull in Christian prudence to pvide meanes for the p*venting 
of danger or procureing of any lawfuU good, I doubt not but they would doe 
the like if it were there owne case. But 2<*'y what advantage will this be 
to me when I am dead and gone, if others should not receive more benefitt 
then I by it I need not trouble my selfe with what may fall out in after times, 
in these respects for I shall feele no want, nor suffer any damage by such 
losses & a 100 things would come into consideration as needfull to p''vent 
or provide for as these, if men goeing out of the world should trouble them- 
selves with the care of such changes and things that may happen when they 
are dead 3**^ If my housen only were there & no other shops but myne, 
there might be more ground for such an apprehension, but it is the heart of 
the towne and many fayre buildings & shops there be round about, the 
Market is there seated allready, the Market house is more for the conveniency 
of Strang" &, there accomodation in winter and sumer in wet & dry there for 
the inhabitants of the towne & in that respect it is a worke of charitie and 
mercy and though some pticular psons that trade may have more benefitt 
by it then some other psons that dwell further off, yet the advantage & 
profltt of it will redound to the whole towne in genn''all and for my owne 
pticular I haveing given over trade [142,] long agoe) the nearenes of the 
market is more chargeable then beneficiall to me, if I looked not at 
a genn^all & publike good, more then my private & for the Cunditt I confesse 
it is very necessary & usefull in many respects, especially in danger of fyre 
& well it were if there were more of them in the towne then there is, but 
that it wilbe more beneficiall to me or that I shall have more neede of it then 
others who can tell, who knowes y* my house alone shalbc sett on fyre, God 
may p'serve myne though divers others may be consumed, as it fell out lately 
by sad experience, had there beene a Condit in the Market place before, then 
would it not have beene looked at & found to be a publike good, might not 
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Bom« of the houiei bccnc Baied that were conaumed more worth then the 
charge of setting up three or fowcr such Conditta, any if the fyre bad gone 
on in its rage u it wfta most like (had not God in onexpected men^ 
p'Tenied it) & ceased upon others houses as it ttireatenm] to doe, the whole 
towne would have had cause lo thinlie & lo hare bewailed the want of it) 
that such a Condilt was a publique good & the want of it a pnbliqae erill 
though aome pticular psons might have had the beneflte of it at (hat time 
more then others, and at some other tim«s others might have had more neede 
& laaic bencfllt by it then they but if my houses & shopes stoode alone or 
if I only should need & not others, if it were for my owne prirate & not fbr 
the publique good of others. I would build a Condit & a Market house too if 
there were neede [143,] at my owne charge without calling in the helpeof 
others & I thinke if my ownc heart deceive me not, my ayme in all Uiese 
things iiroposed is for the genn'all good of the towne ft that if I had noe 
house thereabouts but had litcd in some other part of the towne, I should be 
as forward lo promote these workes as I have beene formerly or am at this 
p'sent, so I shouhl desire all my loveing brethren i. neighbo'* of the towne 
to interp'* &, accept of what I tender lo them, as a fruite of my trnc endeavo' 
& desire of the townes good & not at any private advantage of me or myne ft 
as one y' have beene wilting & desireous to helpe them forward in my life- 
time rather then death, And for that legacy of one hundreth pound before 
mentioned for y* Griiunere to begin a slocke for a publique magxine of 
Come for the towne or cheifely the poorer sort in it, now what private ends 
or advantage can any one apprehend I can liave in that when I am dead ft bo 
for the library & armory & Plattforme & liutt for the incou'agem* of the 
Artillery Company & or f^ec schoiik or what I had set apart form^'lj for the 
Unyning up of the Indians Children in learning & some English scholl™ to 
learnc the Indian Tongue, now if these cannot but be loterp'ted for a pub- 
lique and genn'all good to the towne why should any conceive otherwiae of ' 
the other, for the Conditt there is none in the markett place ft if such a 
workc be needfull in any p'. of the towne, it is 5 times more needfiill there 
[144.] & so for the market house except there were more publique markets 
Bet up in some olhere p". of the towne & though God hath beene pleased in 
■ome measure to carry me on with a publique spirit lo seeke the good of the 
towne according to that abillity whi<'b Goil hath beene pleased to afford 
unto me thouuli I am not able to doe according lo the largeues of my desire 
hopeing that GihI will raise up some others after me, of abler estates ft 
opener hearts & bands to aild larger additions to these weake beginnings or 
to begin some others thai niay be more uaefull tiien these. 

And for the Three hnndreri pounds which I have given to the Towne of 
Boston lo build a Condii, a Market house & Towne house with a Library 
Grannere & Arniore, as I have before mentioned if the towne of Boston 
shall slight or unlervalue this gift or my good will to them therein & shall 
refuse or neglect to goe about & fin1:>h these sevall buildings in manner ft 
time before mentioned rather then they wilbe troubled with it, or add any- 
thing of iheire ownc for the finisheing iif it, tlien niy will is that this gift of 
300"'. given to Ilostun for the uses of those buildings before mentioned shall 
utterly cease anil become voyd in respect of Uorton & those giRes that I have 
given with relation to those buildings as my Buokes to the Library &'. or any 
others of them that I have [1A3>] not before provided for& ordered shiilbe ft 
riTniuine to the sole use of the Collidgu at Cambridge in the same manner 
timt I have onlered the former lati*. in llome for tlie poorc in Boston, in 
case the Deacons or Towne shall rcfhse or neglect to give security for the 
prineipalt stocke as before is mentioned. 

My true meunini; lun-in is this lliat if tlie Towne of Boston shall sett 
ujic)n one or twm)f lliese workes & neglett or relupo to carry on the rest (or some 
of the other that I tiave mentioned liappely being done by the Towne before 
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I dye) as if they shuuld build only the Condit & Market house & not a Townes 

house or Library & Oallerc or a Granncre & Armorc & not a Condit or 

Market house &®. then my will is that my cxecuto*" shall give only such a 

proportion of this Three hundreth pounds as that worke or building shall 

come too, w<* they set upon only in relation to this gift of myne, compared 

with the value of the other buildings that I have likewise mentioned but they 

have left undone & that what upon that account shalbe reserved of the 300'*^. 

shalbe for the use of the Collidge of Cambridge, as I have given the whole 

dOO'i*. in case the refuse or neglect to finish all those buildings or any of 

them within two or three y cares after my death as before I have ordered. 
********** 

********** 

And concerning my bookes that I have given to begin the Library with all 
. in Boston, my will is that my brother Willson & M"" Norton Eld" at Boston 
or the teaching Eld" that shall at the time of my death (after my wife and 
son Bei^amine have made choyce of some bookes for theire owne use as I 
have before expressed) may be requested to take paincs to view over the rest 
of my bookes & such as they shall judge fitt for that use to take a pticul' note 
or inventory of them & so to take them into there owne keeping or to leave 
them with my executo'' if they will, till the time mentioned in this will be ac- 
complished, that if the towne of Boston should not within three yeares after 
my death build a handsome roome for a Library & anoth'^ for the Eld" & 
Scholl" to walke & meete in, as before I have expressed, that then they may 
[167«] be delivered to the President or some of the Overseers of Herbert 
Collidge in Cambridge to be placed as my gift or addition to that Library that 

is already begun there. 

********** 

********** 

Therefore I doe here againe declare all that which is contained before in nine 
sheetes of paper writt with my owne hand in all the sides thereof & more par- 
ticularly expressed in the 3G page y^* of with all that is added to it in this page 
37 to be my last Will & Testament & my son Major Benjamine Keayne to 
be sole executor thereof & my loveing freinds mentioned in the lower ende 
of page 36 to be the overseers of it. 

In Wittnes whereof as there so here againe I have putt to my hand & scale 
in the p'sence of these whose names & handes are hereunder written this 
December 28, 1653 

Robert Keaymk & a scale 

John Willson Edw Ting 

Richard Parker RoBt Hull 

Edw Ffletciier 

[274.] Att a County Court held at Boston 2d of May 1666 
M^ John Wilson Sen. M'". Richard Parker & M*". Edward Tyng deposed before 
the Court that Cap* Robert Keayne at y® times meiitoned in the thirty sixt 
page & thirty seventh pug. did call them in and declared these nine sheets of 
•paper & one page to bo his last will & testament & sawe him signe and scale 
the same & y* they know of no other will w®*** was approved of by y« Court as 
attests 

Edward Rawson Recorder 

[In Margin, page 273.] 

At a County Court for Suffolke held at Boston 

29t»» Januro A® 1683 
The Executo" within nominated of the last will of Capt° Robert Keyne 
sometime of Boston decc<* hereto annexed being both dead! Power of 
Adm<5°*^ of y* estate of s*^ Cap™* Keyne is granted unto M*" Nicholas Paige and 
Anna his wife Grand daughf^ of s" Robert Keyne to pursue the performance 
of his will in what remains to be done therein, they to give Bond of one 
thousand pounds to execute the same, their own bond being accepted by y« 
Court is accordingly taken 

Attest. Is^ Addington CI'* 
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